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STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday 
ordered the government to 
immediately suspend six police 
personnel and curtail the 
criminal jurisdiction of a senior 
judicial magistrate for acting 
beyond their authority while 
handling a rape case involving 
four children in Barishal.

The confinement of four 
children in connection with 
a rape case in October 2020 was illegal and 
unconstitutional, observed the HC bench of Justice 
Md Mozibur Rahman Miah and Justice Md Kamrul 
Hossain Mollah.

The court also ordered the suspension of 
a probation officer in Bakerganj for failing to 

discharge duties.
Delivering the verdict on a 

suo moto rule, the HC observed 
that Senior Judicial Magistrate 
Enayet Ullah demonstrated 
poor acumen about the 
Children Act 2013 while dealing 
with the case against the four 
children.

The bench said the Children 
Court cannot refuse bail to a 
child accused under section 29 
of the Children Act, 2013.

The HC also observed that Enayet Ullah did 
not have the jurisdiction to deal with the case and 
ordered the law ministry secretary to immediately 
withdraw the criminal jurisdiction of Enayet Ullah.

The unconditional apology offered by  Enayet 

MOHAMMAD AL-MASUM MOLLA

The authorities are going to resume 
administering the first shot of Covid-19 
vaccines by the end of this week, about a 
couple of months after its suspension due 
to a shortage of jabs.

Both the Chinese Sinopharm and Pfizer 
vaccine jabs will be given to people as the 
first shot, Health Minister Zahid Maleque 
told The Daily Star yesterday.

Bangladesh has already received 11 lakh 
Sinopharm vaccine shots from China as 
gift and 106,000 doses of Pfizer vaccine 
under the COVAX facility, a global vaccine-
sharing initiative.

“Those who have already registered 
for vaccine will get the shots. Sinopharm 

Administering 
first-jab vaccine 
set to resume
Another 6 lakh doses 
arrive as gift from China 

PARTHA PRATIM BHATTACHARJEE

Over the years, the government has put 
present and former bureaucrats at the helm 
of almost all state bodies, some of which 
should be led by professionals with specific 
expertise.

This development, as seen by governance 
experts, is a kind of government’s no-
confidence in public representatives or 
professionals outside the civil service.

This, however, is not due to the dearth 
of qualified people beyond the bureaucracy 
but the lack of political commitment 
and lack of respect for competition and 
specialisation, they observed.

“During the British era, we were under 
colonial rule. During the Pakistani period, 
we were under military bureaucracy. Then 
we fought to have the country governed 
by elected representatives. But the 
bureaucratic system still prevails,” Dhaka 

UniversityEmeritus Professor Serajul Islam 
Choudhury told The Daily Star.

“There is a parliament but that is not 
effective. An elected government is there 
but elections are not transparent,” he said.

“Ministers have become too dependent 
on bureaucrats. All power has gone to 
the bureaucrats and they are controlling 
everything.”

Recently, the government appointed 
a retired bureaucrat as the treasurer of 
Bangamata Sheikh Fojilatunnesa Mujib 
Science and Technology University, stirring 
criticism among the teachers.

They argued that a teacher is more 
suitable for the post since the budget and 
financial issues are related to academic 
activities of the university. They also 
termed the appointment “unethical” and 
“unacceptable”.

Earlier, the government appointed two 

The republic of

BUREAUCRATS!
They’re given the helm of state bodies while  
public representatives, professionals ignored; 

governance experts raise alarm

“Ministers have become too 
dependent on bureaucrats. 
All power has gone to the 
bureaucrats and they are 
controlling everything.”

EMERITUS PROFESSOR 
SERAJUL ISLAM CHOUDHURY

“The way the bureaucrats are 
being appointed in different 

government or statutory bodies, 
it seems there has been a change 

in the government policy.”
AWAMI LEAGUE LAWMAKER 

SABER HOSSAIN CHOWDHURY
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POOR HANDLING OF CASE AGAINST 4 MINORS

HC orders action against 
6 Barishal policemen

Curtails criminal jurisdiction of a magistrate 

“They will continue 
violating the fundamental 
rights [of children], if 
stern action is not taken 
against them.”
HC OBSERVES TURNING DOWN THE 
APOLOGY OFFERED BY THE COPS

SEE PAGE 2 COL 3

SSC, HSC EXAMS

Govt mulling 
alternatives
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government is 
considering alternatives 
to SSC and HSC exams 
if it is not possible to 
conduct those even with 
a brief syllabus due to the 
coronavirus pandemic, 
Education Minister Dipu 
Moni said yesterday. 

“We are trying to 
conduct SSC and HSC 
exams of 2021 with a 
brief syllabus. We are 
considering alternatives, if 
it is not possible,” she said.

She made the statement 
while talking to journalists 
after a discussion on the 
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AMANUR AMAN, Kushtia 

A police official was arrested after 
shooting to death a woman, her 
seven-year-old son, and a man in 
broad daylight in Kushtia town 
yesterday.

The incident took place in Customs 
Junction area around 11:45am.

The victims are Asma Khatun, 27, 
her son Robin, and Shakil Khan, 
34. All of them are from Naturia village of Kushtia’s 
Kumarkhali upazila. 

Shakil used to work in a Bkash agent’s shop in the town.
His father, Mesbah Rahman, filed a murder case with 

the Kushtia Model Police Station against assistant sub-
inspector (ASI) of police Shoumen Roy, said Officer-in-
charge of the police station Sabbirul Alam.

Shoumen Roy, who was stationed in Khulna’s Fultola 

Gruesome
Kushtia cop guns down woman, 

her son, a trader in broad daylight

ASI Shoumen Roy
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