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Bamboo fence in Barguna’s Amtali ferry ghat area disrupts movement of vessels.
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Bamboo fencing in Payra
causing accidents

Our CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Dredging was done in the
beginning of this year to improve
navigability in the Payra river near
Barguna’s Amtali upazila town.
At that time, bamboo fencing was
erected in the middle of the river.
Because of this fence, hundreds of
vessels now have to navigate around
it every day. At least 50 accidents have
been recorded in the last six months.

Originating from the Bay of
Bengal, the Payra river is connected
to the waterways of Barishal and
Dhaka. Hundreds of water vehicles,
including passenger launches, fishing
trawlers, and cargo ships ply the
route.

To alleviate the navigability crisis,
the dredging department of BIWTA
(Bangladesh Inland Water Transport
Authority) started dredging here in
mid-December last year. At this time,
the excavated sand of the river was
thrown into the river on a bamboo
mat. The bamboos are now standing

and the water vehicles plying on
this route often get stuck in those
bamboos. Accidents are often caused
by bamboos submerged in water,
especially at night and during high
tide.

During a visit in the the area on
Friday, it was seen that bamboo and
mat fences have been erected along
the river in a stretch of about 1 km
in a triangular shape. During low
tide, the bamboo fence stands about
one and a half to two feet above the
water. Due to these bamboo and
mat fences, ferries, fishing trawlers,
small and medium-sized boats,
cargo vessels have to travel around
one to one-and-a-half-kilometer
alternative route. It also wastes the
time and increases the fuel costs of
the fishermen and other sailors to
navigate the river many times over.

Ferdous Mia, a trawler driver on
the ferry ghat, said “The sand had
been dumped into the river with a
bamboo and mat fence. Previously
we could traverse the stretch during

high tide. But now due to the bamboo
fence, collisions with the bamboos at
night and at high tide cause damage
to the boat.”

Abdus Salam Khan, the ferry's
lessee, said the authorities have been
dredging the river for the last three
years. There is no benefit in that. Late
last year, the sand of the river was
dumped in the river with a bamboo
fence. This did not help improve the
navigability; it was just a wastage of
money.

Mamun Ar-Rashid, port officer for
Barguna BIWTA said the excavated
sand had been dumped in the river
without finding a place on the
ground. So, the river was fenced with
bamboo and mats.

Abu Bakar Siddique, Barishal
division executive engineer for
BIWTA, said there was no chance
of removing the mats and bamboo
fences along the Payra river at the
time of excavation. The matter
will be considered during the next

The present condition of Bamondanga river after partial recovery
by BWDB. The photo was taken in Sarkerpara area of Nilphamari |
municipality recently.

BAMONDANGA RIVER

Once Nilphamari's

lifeblood, now
personal property

BWDB moves to recover river

Our CORRESPONDENT, Nilphamari

“We handled the situation as the trail of

The 150-year-old Nilphamari township in
the northen region was developed on the
bank of Bamondanga river but the river

has now no physical existence.

Crop fields, brick built structures can
be found on the trail of the river now
and the younger generation hardly knows
about the once lifeblood of the district.

The existence of the river even can't be
found in government land department’s
map in which most of the river bed has In
been shown as individual property and
khas land possessed by some institutions.

Bangladesh Water Development Board
(BWDB) has taken an initiative to revive
the lost river's main course partially
though tough task lies ahead to bring

back the river in its original shape.
According to ‘Nilphamarir

historian

developed gradually.
Aminur  Rahman,

district administration’s
committee meeting,

existence,” he said.

Itihas’
(History of Nilphamari), written by local
Nasiruddin Ahmed, famous
‘Sakha macha’ bazar of northern region
was once situated on Bamondanga river
surrounding which Nilphamari township

sub-divisional
engineer (SDE) of BWDB’s Nilphamari
division said in line with government
directive for excavating small rivers,
canals and water bodies, they undertook
the project in 2019-2020 fiscal year to
excavate 6.90 km part of Bamondanga.
“When we started the work, we faced
strong opposition from some people
who claimed the land of the river bed
is their personal property and in the
co-ordination
few participants
criticised us saying that the river had no

this
commissioner’s

context, the
office

river bed.

and passage of flood water.”

Bamondanga.
“We have been able to

executive engineer of BWDB.

Bamondanga is clearly indicated in BWDB
index and also in the map of Survey of
Bangladesh though it was missing in land
department’s mouja map,” he added.
That vested quarter attempted to
foil river excavation either by showing
aggression or creating scenes lying in
front of excavators and also tried to get
support of influential political parties but
they failed as the civil society and local
municipality were beside the BWDB.
deputy
formed a
committee to de-mark river's area and
BWDB also submitted a list of more than
150 people who were in possession of the

On contact, Nilphamari municipality
mayor and also the president of district
Awami League Dewan Kamal Ahmed
said, “Bamondanga river should be fully
recovered as it is vital for the environment

Social worker Mohammad Ali said,
“Few dishonest land officials helped the
vested quarter to make document to turn
the river as private property which should
be cancelled as per relevant river law.”

ADC (revenue) of district collectorate
Khondokar Md Nahid Hasan said that
some people had land documents and the
matter should be dealt legally to recover

recover
the river's 37% area and it is just the
beginning and due to difficulties, in most
places the width of the river is only 8-10
feet instead of 25 feet as per our plan and
we will submit proposal soon to do rest
of the work,” said Abdullah Al Mamun

NEWSIN
brief

First death
sentence
execution

in Dinajpur
jail

Death sentence of a convict
was executed in Dinajpur
Jail yesterday -- a first in the
history of the 167-year-old
prison.

Jail officials said the
execution of Abdul Haque,
55, of Bhaktipur village
in Mithapukur upazila of
Rangpur, was completed
at 12:01am. Abdul Haque
was convicted for killing
his wife in a case filed
in 2002 under Women
and Children Repression
Prevention Act. On March
5, 2007, the Women and
Children Repression
Prevention Tribunal-1
in Rangpur sentenced
Abdul Haque to death
by hanging. The convict
had been imprisoned in
different jails since he was

arrested on August 28,
2002.
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Boy beaten
up by his
teachers

A case was filed against
the chairman and another
teacher of Yusufia Rashidia
Hafizia Nurani Madrasa,
in Uttar Taktabunia village
of Barguna’s Amtali
upazila, for physically
assaulting a 12-year-old
student of the madrasa.
Father of the student filed
the case against madrasa
Chairman Abul Chowkidar
and teacher Mahbub

Alam with Amtali Police
Station on Wednesday
night. According to the
case statement, Abul
Chowkidar, with the help
of Mahbub Alam, beat up
the boy with a bamboo
sliver after another student
complained against the
boy. The child is now
undergoing treatment at
Amtali Upazila Health
Complex. Amtali police is
investigating the case.

SOURCE: OUR
CORRESPONDENTS IN
DINAJPUR AND PATUAKHALI
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