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the majority of the five million East
Pakistani refugees now in India
were repatriated. Senator Church,
a member of the foreign relations
committee which would consider
the measure, said in a Senate speech
that “a full-scale international relief
operation is mandatory”.

He also told the Senate that the
refugee situation not only imposed
an unbearable burden upon India but
could threaten peace.

“The creation of another refugee
problem along the Indian border, like
that which plagues the Middle East,
would be alarming in its implications
for the future,” he declared. “Under
these circumstances the United States
must apply such leverage as it can to
alleviate this human tragedy through
the implementation of essential
international relief and the speedy
repatriation of refugees.”

BRITISH FOREIGN SECY CALLS
FOR POLITICAL SETTLEMENT

British Foreign Secretary Sir Alec
Douglas-Home made a strong appeal
today for a political settlement in
East Pakistan, terming it an essential
condition for any permanent solution
to the Pakistani refugee disaster.

Speaking in an emergency debate
in the House of Commons on the

relief situation in East Pakistan and
India, Sir Alec said the real tragedy lay
in the fact that this was not a natural
disaster but a political one.

He said the relief of immediate
suffering should be followed “very
soon by the creation of a political
framework in which civil government
can be formed and which will give
confidence to the refugees to return
home”.

Sir Alec also urged continued
restraint in the tense relations between
Pakistan and India. Otherwise, he
said, “the danger of war would be very
real and would convert what is already
a tragedy into a catastrophe”.

Politicians of all parties rose to
deplore the disorders in East Pakistan
and to express concern at the plight of
the refugees.

REORGANISING EAST PAKISTAN
The martial law administrator in East
Pakistan issued an order reorganising
the province. Radio Pakistan in a
broadcast today said the province
had been divided into four sectors
-- Dhaka, Rajshahi, Jessore and
Chittagong, excluding Chittagong
Port. The object of the reorganising

move was not immediately known.
Shamsuddoza Sajen is a journalist
and researcher. He can be contacted at
sajen1986 @gmail.com

HC rejects writ against
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Daily Star.

He said the HC bench made the
observation in line with article 66(2)
(d) of the constitution of Bangladesh.

The article says, “A person shall
be disqualified for election as, or for
being, a member of Parliament who
has been, on conviction for a criminal
offence involving moral turpitude,
sentenced to imprisonment for a term
of not less than two years, unless a
period of five years has elapsed since
his release.”

Kazi Papul’s sister Nurunnahar
Begum and Shahadat Hossain, a
resident of Laxmipur-2 constituency
and proposer for Kazi Papul’s
nomination, submitted the writ
petition on March 15 challenging
the legality of Jatiya Sangsad decision

by-election was deferred to June 21 due
to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic.
Lawyers Rokanuddin Mahmud and
Mostafizur Rahman Khan appeared
for the petitioners.

Citing the petition, lawyer
Mustafizur Rahman Khan told The
Daily Star that the speaker to Jatiya
Sangsad must wait to know whether
any appeal of a convicted sitting
Member of Parliament is pending
with any court and its result before
declaring his JS membership cancelled
as per articles 66 and 67 constitution
and the rules of businesses of
parliament.

But, the speaker of Jatiya Sangsad
did not follow these provisions in
respect of Kazi Papul’s JS membership
cancellation, he said.

Mustafizur Rahman said no court
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An Oxfam activist wearing a giant head depicting French President Emmanuel Macron holding a syringe is
seen during a protest in Paris, France yesterday. The slogan reads “Lift patents on Covid-19 vaccines, Mr
President choose your side” and “A vaccine for the planet”.
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53 tonnes of sugar
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about 53 tonnes of sugar had gone
missing.

“We have forwarded it to the Anti-
Corruption Commission,” he said.

The mill authorities formed a four-
member probe committee, led by the
factory’s GM (Finance) Kalyan Kumar
Debnath. Talking to The Daily Star,
he said a corrupt racket has held “the
entire industry hostage”, but declined
to reveal any findings saying that their
investigation was underway.

The five-member committee by
the industries ministry is led by
Additional Secretary Shivnath Roy.
The other members include Anwarul
Alam, joint secretary of the ministry
and Ainul Haque, planning chief of
Bangladesh Sugar and Food Industries
Corporation.

During their visit to the mill on
Monday, the committee members
examined the current stock, sales and
income related documents. They also

WHO warns of two-track
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He voiced his frustration that several
poor countries have been unable to
immunise their health workers, the
elderly and other populations most
vulnerable to severe Covid-19 disease.

Some rich countries meanwhile,
having bought up vaccine supply,
are drawing up preparations to start
vaccinating children, he said.

Tedros has called for a massive
global effort to vaccinate at least
10 percent of the population of all
countries by September, and at least
30 percent by the end of the year.

That will require an additional 250
million doses by September, with 100
million doses in June and July alone.

“This weekend, the G7 leaders will
meet for their annual summit,” Tedros
told journalists. “These seven nations
have the power to meet these targets.

“I am calling on the G7 not just
to commit to sharing doses, but to
commit to sharing them in June and
July,” he said.

“I also call on all manufacturers
to give Covax first right of refusal on
new volume of Covid-19 vaccines,
or to commit 50 percent of their
volumes to Covax this year,” Tedros
added.

Meanwhile, nearly 30 celebrities,
from singer Katy Perry to footballer
David Beckham, called on the G7 to
share Covid-19 vaccines with poorer
countries.

The entertainment and sports
figures urged the seven countries --
France, Italy, the UK, Canada, Japan,
Germany and the United States -- to
pledge at least 20 percent of their
supply between June and August,
amounting to 150 million doses.

Media, govt
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available again later.

The BBC and the New York Times
were temporarily inaccessible, but
also later returned.

A number of websites were down in
the Nordic region including those of
Swedish newspapers Aftonbladet and
Svenska Dagbladet, news aggregator
site. Omni, as well as the site of
the Swedish social security service
Forsakringskassan.

In Denmark, the website of TV2.dk
was also down before later returning.

Down Detector, which specialises
in internet access problems, said the
outages were due to a massive glitch
in Fastly.

Fastly is a content delivery network
that helps websites speed up loading
times and present their content to
users. Its clients include Deliveroo,
Pinterest and Shazam.

Similar problems have affected
Amazon Web Services, another huge
cloud computing firm, in the past.

It has led some to question the
wisdom of having so much internet
infrastructure in the hands of a few
companies, meaning when something
goes wrong it causes mass disruption.

Australia’s largest
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“Based on the preserved limb size
comparisons, this new titanosaur is
estimated to be in the top five largest
in the world,” said Robyn Mackenzie,
a director of the Eromanga Natural
History Museum.

The fossilised bones were found
on Mackenzie’s family farm in 2006
about 1,000 kilometres (620 miles)
west of Brisbane in the Eromanga
Basin and nicknamed “Cooper”.

Initially kept secret as scientists
painstakingly dug up and studied
the bones, the skeleton first went on
display to the public in 2007.

Scott Hocknull, a palaeontologist
at Queensland Museum, said it had
been a “very long and painstaking
task” to confirm the Australotitan was
a new species.

The research, which relied on 3D
scan models of bones to compare the
dinosaur with its close relatives, was
published in the peer-reviewed Peer]
journal Monday.
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