
CITY DHAKA MONDAY JUNE 7, 2021, JAISHTHA 24, 1428 BS4

Cry for
FROM PAGE 3

“We demanded more ventilators from 
government,” he said.

Contacted, Rajshahi Medical College 
Principal Dr Nawshad Ali said the college 
experts were conducting tests at two 
RT-PCR laboratories, which have been 
overburdened with samples.

At least 400 samples from Rajshahi 
division’s four districts remain pending 
every day.

They got government allocation for 
another RT-PCR laboratory, but it cannot 
begin operations, as a component of the 
machine is yet to reach Rajshahi from 
Dhaka.

About the test results, he said they send 
results to the management information 
system department of Directorate General 
of Health Services, which is responsible 
for notifying people who gave samples for 
testing.

“Text messages are sent accordingly, but 
in some cases the messages remain unread 
by recipients,” he added.

They also send results to police, 
administration, health officials and local 
government bodies to inform them of 
infected individuals and ensure their 
isolation, he informed.

Nittya Dev Sharma, area manager of 
Caritas Bangladesh, said some 16 people 
had been isolated at his office in Adda of 
Gomostapur upazila in Chapainawabganj.

“All of them gave samples, but none got 
messages. Yet, we isolated them, as antigen 
tests showed they are Covid-19 positive,” 
he said, adding that one of the 16 was taken 
to RMCH’s ICU, and another was later sent 
for home quarantine. 

Meanwhile, a special meeting was held 
at the deputy commissioner’s office in 
Rajshahi yesterday to assess the overall 
Covid-19 situation of the city. 

Mayor AHM Khairuzzaman Liton, 
Divisional Commissioner Humayun 
Kabir, DIG Abdul Baten, City Police 
Commissioner Abu Kalam Siddique were 
present in the meeting, among others. 
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present their project proposals via the river 
conservation commission.

Such proposal could be placed to the 
planning authorities via the concerned 
ministry after taking stakeholders’ opinion 
and obtaining no-objection certificate 
(NOC) from the commission, he said.

However, such procedure haven’t been 
followed accordingly, he also said.

Muzibur said that there has been a 
‘tendency’ to silence those vocal for river 
conservation in the country.

“We have to come out of such tendency. 
Otherwise, the country will count the loss,” 
he added.

The webinar was presided over by Bapa 
Vice President Nazrul Islam.

Among others, Maminul H Sarker, 
adviser to the Center for Environmental 
and Geographic Information Services, 
Prof Md Khalequzzaman of Lock Haven 
University Pennsylvania in the US, Prof 
Tuhin Wadud of Begum Rokeya University, 
Rangpur, and Bapa General Secretary Sharif 
Jamil spoke at the webinar.

Nurul Kabir 
elected Rotary 
dist governor
CITY DESK

TIM Nurul 
Kabir has 
been elected 
district 
governor 
of Rotary 
International 
Bangladesh District 3281 
for Rotary Year 2023-
2024 recently, said a press 
release.

Kabir served Club, 
District and Region of 
Rotary International in 
various capacities. He has 
been elected as the global 
president of Rotary History 
Fellowship for 2021-23. 

Kabir has been actively 
engaged in different global 
grant projects and a TRF 
Cadre of Technical Advisor. 
A professional for over 37 
years, he has served many 
MNCs and organisations. 
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Subhash Barua, a resident of Praborttak area, said, “On 
one hand, people are suffering due to the slow pace of 
the project. On the other, even where the works have been 
completed, waterlogging is yet to subside.” 

“For example, even though a bridge in Hijra Khal (in 
Prabartak intersection) has been rebuilt, while the canal 
has been expanded in March, the surrounding road has 
still gone under water as from the torrential rain today,” 
he said. 

Contacted, Hasan Bin Shams, chief engineer of CDA, 
said the Hizra canal needed more extension (in width), 
but land acquisition became an issue as the price of land 
has increased more than estimations made for the project 
in 2017. 

Asked about the project’s delay, Hasan pointed out a 
number of factors, including the Covid-19 pandemic. 

“We were supposed to complete the installation of five 
tidal regulators by March, but we could not import the 
machines from Netherlands and the UK as production was 
halted in these countries due to the lockdown,” he said. 

“Once the tidal regulators are installed, you will see 
significant improvement regarding waterlogging,” he said. 

Hasan identified another reason behind the slow pace 
of the works, alleging that the CDA wasn’t getting adequate 
funds from the government. 

“We have only received Tk 1,700 crore so far in three 
years,” he said. “We are in constant contact with high 
officials of the government, urging them to release the rest 
of funds as soon as possible.”


