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16 die at
RMCH Covid

unit in 24hrs

Bordering districts see

of continuation 2D 1 5 b

The finance minister says govt
will be able to implement
the budget, achieve 7.2pc

GDP growth target
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June last year, Kamal had expanded the

The controversial move to legalise untaxed
money with ease, which was absent in
Finance Minister AHM Mustafa Kamal's

proposed fiscal measures for the

financial year, might continue, after all.

“If [the step] is profitable, we will

continue it. We will see one more month
before taking any decision,” Kamal said at a

post-budget media briefing yesterday.

The option to legalise untaxed income
was always present in some form but in

ambit for it.
At present,

next

try to on June 30.

anti-graft campaigners.

black money can be
whitened by investing it in any sector
and without facing any questions on the
source of the funds. This opening is due
to close at the end of the current fiscal year

On May 19, Kamal said the opportunity
would be thereaslongasundeclared income
exists, drawing flak from economists and
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A budget that forgot [l

Leading trade bodies

Sixteen people died at the
Covid unit of Rajshahi
Medical College Hospital
in 24 hours until 8:00am
yesterday. The surge in
deaths and positive cases
was also reported in other
bordering districts.

Countrywide, 34 more
people died from Covid-19
in the 24 hours, says a
press release of Directorate
General of Health Services.

Of the dead in Rajshahi,
10 were Covid positive and
six suspected Covid cases.
The death toll was the
highest at RMCH in a day.
Of the deceased, nine were
from Chapainawabganj, six
from Rajshahi and one was
from Naogaon.

In the last 12 days, 93
people died at the RMCH
Covid unit. Fifty-eight
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new poor exists itk welcome tax cuts |30
'z Say implementation is a major challenge of sale price

Says the CPD in its analysis of the proposed I

outlay for fiscal 2021-22
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the Power and Participation
Research Centre and the Brac

Failed to address
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Leading business associations yesterday
lauded the government’s proposed budgetary
measures, but pointed out that implementing
those would be a major challenge.

proposed budget for the next fiscal year 2021-
22 was courageous and forward-looking in
many aspects, but its proper implementation
would face major challenges.

Thebudget focuses on health, agriculture,
human resources, rural development, job
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China has expressed
annoyance over making
public its offered selling

. . ; - rice of Sinopharm vaccine
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€ propose udget for Development showed that 1ister ustata Kamal proposed the  packages, it said in a statement, adding that S
fiscal 2021-22 would address b poor Tk 6,03,680 crore national budget, offering 8 8 The two countries had

the hardships of the sizeable
population of new poor

the ongoing economic shock
pushed 2.45 crore people
into poverty even before the

Social safety net

a cut of 2.5 percentage points in corporate
taxes for listed and non-listed companies

these steps were commendable.
However, the major challenges in proper
implementation and ensuring the quality

signed a non-disclosure
agreement guaranteeing

created by the pandemic. i and tax exemptions for several sectors to i i i¢ | that the selling price would
But it ¥ailedpon that count, ;eiiond wave of the pandemic PCRIehe bUdget stimulate inveEtment in manufacturing. f[)geprlll;i;cnsilze;dg%gtarir:lutsﬁeb&lzliclljderrf:%et;l ;g noabe disclosed.
said the Centre for Policy The World Bank also said below dverage In its reaction, the Metropolitan Chamber 1,0 proposed budgetary allocations and 'We have expressed

Dialogue yesterday.
“We have not seen any

“We have not seen any
measure that will have

Bangladesh'’s

poverty
jumped to 30 percent due to

rate

No special fund for

of Commerce and Industry (MCCI) said the
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measure that will have any any direct impact on the pandemic. i

direct” impact on the new the new poor.” The Bangladesh Bureau Sl purchase

poor,”  said  Mustafizur PROF MUSTAFIZUR RAHMAN of Statistics does not have N h

Rahman, ~a distinguished  picyGuichEp FeLLow, PD the latest data on poverty; its ot enoug

fellow of the CPD, at a most recent one dates back to measures to create

media briefing to disclose the 2019, when the poverty rate ; |

think-tank’s analysis of the Tk 603,680 crore ;s estimated to be 20.5 percent. JObS ost

budget announced by Finance Minister AHM “We have discussed a lot about the new -

Mustafa Kamal on Thursday. ) poor and marginalised poor due to Covid-19 Education budget
About 20.5 percent of the population was byt their issues were not addressed in the needed to be much

already living in poverty and the pandemic hydget,” Rahman said at the briefing held at .

added another 1.60 crore to the group, the capital’s Lakeshore Hotel. blgger

according to an estimate of the CPD in

In the same month, another survey by

April.

The government has allocated Tk 107,610
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The Louhajang river in Tangail’s Khudirampur area is badly polluted due to discharge of untreated waste into
the water body by local factories. Many rivers in the district have hecome highly polluted over the years. This
pollution is causing serious damage to the life and livelihood of the local people. The photo was taken recently.

Tangail rivers in peril

Toxic industrial wastes polluting rivers, water bodies

Mirza SHAKIL, TANGAIL

Several mills and factories with dyeing
and printing units have long been
polluting rivers and other water bodies
in Tangail by dumping industrial waste
into them.

The worst affected water bodies
are the Bonshai river, the Jhenai river
and the Sohagpara canal in Mirzapur
upazila, and the Louhajang river in
Sadar upazila.

As the rivers and canals became
badly polluted by the untreated and
harmful industrial wastes, aquatic life
vanished from the water bodies.

The very rivers and water bodies that
were supposed to be a blessing for the
local people and the environment have
become a curse.

According to the Tangail office of

WORLD

TODAY

Department of Enviroment (DoE),
there are 14 mills and factories in
Mirzapur upazila, including Gorai
Industrial Area, with dyeing and
printing units.

The mills and factories have Effluent
Treatment Plants (ETPs).

But locals allege that most of the
mills and factories have not installed
ETPs following rules and as per
capacity and also that they do not run
these properly.

Moreover, the ETPs were kept shut
most of the time due to high costs.

Consequently, they dumped the
untreated toxic industrial wastes into
rivers and canals through pipelines.

“The installed ETPs are just an eye
wash. The waters of the nearby rivers,
canals and water bodies have been
made poisonous due to dumping of
untreated toxic industrial wastes,” said
Azad Rahman, a local rights activist
and founder of Ideal Mirzapur, a social
organisation.

“We have held various programmes
protesting mindless river- and water
pollution and also demanding action
against the polluters but to no avail,”
Azad said.

Locals also allege that the polluters
are influential and have managed
to keep the authorities concerned
at bay through bribes. The officials
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