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Damaged bridge poses risk of 
fatal accident in Tangail
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

An old bridge on a local road at Hilora Adabari 
village under Mohera union in Tangail’s 
Mirzapur upazila has remained in a vulnerable 
condition due to shifting of soil under it during 
the last flood.

Although fatal accident can happen any 
moment and locals have already informed the 
matter to the authorities, any step is yet to be 
taken in this regard so far. 

Several villagers said the bridge was 
constructed on Korail-Hilora Adabari road 
about two decades ago for draining out flood 
water from the crop fields in the area during the 
monsoon. 

Soil under the bridge was washed away due 
to passing of huge current of water during the 
devastating and prolonged flood last year, they 
said.

People and vehicles, including sand 
and brick-laden heavy trucks, move on the 
vulnerable bridge regularly, posing risk of fatal 
accident, they said.

However, no step is yet to be taken to stop 
plying of heavy vehicles on the vulnerable 
bridge and also at least no cautionary 
sideboards were hanged on there for warning 
people, they added. 

Asked about the matter, Badsa Miah, 
chaiman of Mohera Union Parishad, said that 
condition of the bridge is SO bad that it might 
collapse due to pressure of the heavy vehicles 
any moment causing causalities.

“I have already informed the matter to 
the upazila engineer of Local Government 
and Engineering Department (LGED) and 
also officials of the upazila administration in 

Mirzapur over the matter,” he said.
“I have also requested the upazila parishad 

chairman in Mirzapur for taking necessary step 
in this regard but the upazila chairman told me 
that they have no fund to do it,” he said.

“A new bridge should be constructed in place 
of the vulnerable bridge as soon as possible. 
However, as the new bridge construction is a 
matter of time, the authorities should hold 
some emergency works as soon as possible 
to protect the bridge and reduce the risk of 
accident,” he added.

Contacted, Mohammad Rafiqul Islam, a sub-
assistant engineer of LGED, said that a number 
of roads and bridges were damaged fully or 
partially during the last year’s prolonged floods 
and the process of reforms and repair work of 
these was underway.

“We have already talked to the local public 
representatives about the risky bridge at 
Hilora Adabari area and requested them to bar 
movement of heavy vehicles on it. Steps will 
also be taken to repair the risky bridge as soon 
as possible,” he added.

The bridge was constructed on 

Korail-Hilora Adabari road about 

two decades ago for draining out 

flood water from the crop fields in 

the area during the monsoon. 

An old bridge at Hilora Adabari village under Mohera union in Tangail’s Mirzapur upazila has 

remained in a vulnerable condition posing threat to a fatal accident. PHOTO: STAR

Dharla growing fierce in 
Lalmonirhat
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Iman Ali, 60, lost his home to the Dharla 
river last Sunday afternoon. So did Saidul 
Islam, Zahurul Haque and Abdur Rahman 
-- all in their fifties.

They are all residents of Falimari, a village 
by the Dharla, in Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila 
and all of them earn their livelihood by 
catching fish in the river.

The same river that provides their 
livelihood took everything that they called 
their own, one of them sighed in distress.   

Over the past few days the Dharla has 
devoured several residential houses and fifty 
bighas of croplands in Falimari. At least fifty 
more houses and another hundred acres of 
arable land now run the risk of going into 
the river.  

Iman Ali said his house was on 12 decimals 
of land. With the roof over their head gone, 
he and his family had to take shelter on 
someone else’s land. The suffering they have 
been going through is indescribable.   

Abdur Rahman’s 10-decimal house was 

on a government road. At this age it would 
be next to impossible for him to earn enough 
for building another house, he lamented.

The river has already eroded maize 
field on four bighas of his land between 
last Sunday and Monday and around fifty 
houses, including his, are now under serious 
threat of erosion, said villager Aminul Islam.  

While speaking with this correspondent, 
Mogolhat Union Parishad Chairman 
Habibur Rahman said as the erosion of the 
river may turn more destructive during the 
upcoming monsoon, many people are now 
busy dismantling and removing their houses, 
away from the path of the destruction.

A petition seeking immediate steps to 
protect the properties of villagers has been 
filed with the Water Development Board 
(WDB), he added. 

Contacted, Mizanur Rahman, WDB 
executive engineer in Lalmonirhat, said 
they would inform the higher authorities 
of the situation and they would be able to 
take steps in this regard only when funds are 
allocated for the purpose.

Iman Ali sits by the Dharla river that engulfed all that he had in Falimari village under 

Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila. PHOTO: S DILIP ROY

Ferrying 
knowledge 
and hope

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

While most people are preoccupied with themselves, at the 
same time some are born into society for the betterment of 
the others. They work for social liberation in his own light. 
This is the motto of some people for the rest of their lives. 

Jamal Hossain of   Sarpukur union at Aditmari upazila in 
Lalmonirhat is such a person who stands out.

As lesser number of readers are frequenting his library 
due to the coronavirus situation, Jamal Hossain, the 
founder president of Sarpukur Youth Forum Library, is 
going to readers’ doorsteps with bagful of books. 

Readers are getting their favourite books calling Jamal 
on his mobile phone.

Abu Jahed, a college student from Sarpukur area, said he 
was not going to the library to read books because of the 
Corona situation. 

But the exchange of his books has not stopped.
“After I finish reading a book, I call Jamal bhai and he 

almost instantly comes with a new book to my house,” he 
said.

“I get a chance to enlighten myself by reading books 
regularly, thanks to Jamal bhai,” he added.

Sarpukur Youth Forum Library was established in 2014. 
At present the library has a collection of six thousand 
books. The number of registered members of the library 
is 1500. 

Apart from going to door to door with books, Jamal also 
provides books to different saloons where clients can make 
the best use of their waiting time reading books. 

There are such 30 saloons where he provides books 
from the library. Twenty more have been listed as well. 

The concept of reaching out to saloons with books is 
being followed in different parts of the country.

Jamal Hossain, 21, a Bengali honours student at Kabi 
Nazrul Islam Government College, started collecting books 
from his school life.

 “When I get a phone call, I go to the reader’s house 
without delay and deliver the book,” he said. 

“Our library has all kinds of books including agriculture, 
science, literature, history, religion, research, stories and 
poems,” he also said. 

‘Books enlighten people. I want books to be people’s 
constant companion. So, I want to keep myself involved 
in the book-reading movement for the rest of my life,” he 
said. 

However, the library building is in a dilapidated 
condition and the readers are worried that it would not 
withstand the bad weather.

Jamal Hossain, founder of Sarpukur Youth Forum 

Library, goes to a reader’s house and hands over books 

to him at Tipar Bazar village in Lalmonirhat Sadar 

upazila. PHOTO: STAR 


