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Rafi Hossain: Today we are joined by actor Bappy 
Chowdhury. Tell me Bappy, how are you passing your 
current times?
Bappy Chowdhury: I have been getting to spend a 
lot of time with my family nowadays. I grew up in 
a joint family, and we still all live as a joint family, 
so we all get to spend a lot of time together. There 
is a gym at my house, so after waking up in the 
morning, I also make sure to work out and keep 
myself in shape. I was working on a few projects 
before the lockdown. However, when COVID-19 
rates were rising, we had to put a temporary halt to 
our work. I hope that once things normalize a bit 
more, we can start again.

Rafi: Which were the projects that you started 
working on?
Bappy: One of them is Ashraf Shishir directed 
570. I have already finished shooting on that one. 
I also worked on Apurba Rana’s Give and Take. 
There were some other projects for which I also 
got to work. However, while we did our shooting, 
we made sure to comply with the regulations 
to prevent the spread of the coronavirus. While 
shooting, we made sure that the whole crew 
was together in a protective bubble, and for the 
entirety of the shooting, no one was allowed to 
leave that circle. Thankfully, we were able to do 
our shootings safely, and nothing had happened 
to us.

Rafi: Do you think once the pandemic ends people will 
start coming to theatres regularly?
Bappy: I do think that people will start watching 
more movies in theatres once the pandemic ends. 
People have indeed lost the habit of coming to 
see cinema in theatres, but I think that with time 
they will form the habit again. I also hope that 
the three hundred cinema halls that were open 
and running before the pandemic hit will begin 
showing films once things get back to normal 
again. As far as I know, only fifty to sixty halls 
are operating now due to the pandemic, and 
it is hard to sustain cinema halls profit 
as many people cannot go. I request 
people that once everything is fine, 
please watch movies in theatres 
and support the industry. If 
people don’t support the 
industry, it becomes a challenge 
to create good movies.

Rafi: You had a film premiere on 
Eid. How was the response to it?
Bappy: I had a film premiere 
on television for Eid. It was 
called Priyo Komola, and 
Shahriar Nazim Joy directed 
it. It was produced under the 
banner of Impress Telefilm. The 
reaction I got from the audiences 
for this project was very positive, and 
people seemed to like it a lot. However, 
one thing that I am a bit upset about is that 
this project could not be released in cinema 
halls. I also got to know about it releasing on 
television just two or three days before it was 
released. I am a commercial actor, and I think it 
is my duty to reach my audiences. I always did 
that by having my films coming out on many 
halls. I wish that it could have been the same 
case for this film. But I am still happy as the 
reviews for this film was very good. 

Rafi: What have you learnt in the time you have been 
in the showbiz industry?
Bappy: I have been in the showbiz industry 
for over eight years now. I started working at a 
very early age, and this industry has taught me 
everything I know. I think I started acting when I 
was about to start university. This industry helped 
me mature a lot. I have thirty-five films releases 
through the industry, and all of these taught me 
great things. I matured as an actor through the 
works I have done so far. 

Rafi: The industry right now is in a difficult place. 
What can we all do to save the industry?
Bappy: The main thing is we need to create better 

projects. If we give the audiences movies that are 
unique, they will start to come and support the 
industry. I observe that clips from films or trailers 
released on YouTube are getting good views. This 
indicates people are interested in new movies, and 
they are even willing to watch them from home. 
So, all we need to do is make good movies. 
If we want to preserve our industry, it is 
crucial to make sure the cinema halls are 
still active. Another thing that should 
be done is that in every shopping 
mall, there should be at least two or 
three cineplexes. I have seen that in 
many other countries, and I think 
we should follow it. 

Rafi: I think that not too many 
young artists are coming into the 
industry. Why do you think that is?
Bappy: No, I think that the 
movie industry has a lot of 
young blood in it. Many 
amazing artists came after me 
and are doing great projects. 

However, 
with the rise of 

dramas and OTT 
platforms, many artists 

choose to work for dramas rather than 
cinemas. 

Rafi: Would you ever be interested in working on a 
web series?
Bappy: I would be interested in doing a web 
series. I have not done any series for an OTT 
platform, but I am considering it. I have received a 
few offers; some I am reading and others which I 
said no. If I am to enter the OTT platforms, I want 
to do it with a good project. So, I’m waiting to get 
a role which I think will be good enough. 

Rafi: Do you have any final message for the readers?
Bappy: I want to thank my fans as I would not 
be where I am today without them. It is with 
their support that I came so far, and I hope they 
continue to support me in the days to come. I 
am forever indebted to my fans, and I would 
like to ask all of you to pray for me so that I can 
continue to work on amazing projects for you all 
to enjoy. 
......................................................................................

Ridwan Intisaar Mahbub

Bappy Chowdhury has been a popular name in the showbiz industry since his debut in 2012, with the film 

‘Bhalobasar Rong’. Since then, he has gone on to do hit movies like ‘Nayok’ and ‘Daag Hridoye’ among 

several others. In this interview with Rafi Hossain, the actor talks about how COVID-19 has affected his life 

and what he has learnt from his experiences in the entertainment industry. 
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I would be interested in 
doing a web series. I have 
not done any series for 
an OTT platform, but I 
am considering it. I have 
received a few offers; some 
I am reading and others 
which I said no.

Siam’s current affairs
Renowned actor Siam Ahmed, 
working alongside Bidya Sinha 
Mim, has finished shooting 
the last part of the film they 
are starring in titled Damal. 
Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, several films such 
as Shaan, Paap Punya, Adventure 
of Sundarban and Operation 
Sundarban are awaiting their 
release. Siam says, “The release of the films got halted 
due to the pandemic. They will not be released on 
OTT platforms. However, we are talking to many 
people about such platforms separately. As of now, 
we are shooting the film Damal.”
...........................................................................................

Rakaat Sharif

National Film Award-winning singer 
Fatima Tuz Zahra Oyshee has released 
a handful of modern songs alongside 
performing in cinema playbacks. These 
songs include Akash Kinte Chai and 
Khuje Firi Tai, which are available on her 
YouTube channel Oyshee Express. Besides 
three more songs, Eto Betha Kenore Dish, 
Kala Re, and More Gele Bujhbi also got 
released. 
.......................................................................
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OYSHEE’S 
Musical days

GRAPE VINE

Actor Azmeri Haque Badhon has 
taken on the role of Muskan 
Zuberi in a web series directed 
by Srijit Mukherji, based 
on Nazim Uddin’s novel 
titled Rabindranath Ekhane 
Kawkhono Khete Aashenni. 
While the dubbing and work 
on the background music of 
the web series were coming to an 
end, Srijit Mukherji expressed on social media 
how impressed he was with Badhon. The web series 
will be released on the Indian OTT platform, Hoichoi.
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Srijit Mukherji 
praises Badhon

Shadow and Bone is a fantasy show on Netflix. It 
has been developed by Eric Heisserer, produced 
by Christina Strain, Thane Watkins, and Rand 
Geiger, and stars Jessie Mei Li, Archie Renaux, and 
Freddy Carter, among others. The story follows 
a young girl struggling to get used to her newly 
discovered magical abilities, and a gang in the 
fictional city of Ketterdam, fighting to maintain 
power. It first premiered on April 23, 2021.
....................................................................................
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Shadow and Bone

Here are 
some binge 
worthy 
movie and 
series you 
can spend 
your time 
watching 
while you 
stay at 
home social 
distancing, 
keeping 
yourself, 
as well as 
others, safe.

The Nevers is a sci-fi drama show on HBO Max. 
It has been directed by Joss Whedon, produced 
under the banner of HBO and Mutant Enemy 
Productions, and stars Laura Donelly, Ann Skelly, 
Olivia Williams, among others. The story, 
set in the Victorian era of London, follows a 
group of women who all of a sudden acquire 
supernatural abilities. It was initially released 
on April 11, 2020.

THE NEVERS

Mare of Easttown is a crime drama 
show on HBO Max. It has been 
directed by Craig Zobel, produced 
by Karen Wacker, and stars Kate 
Winslet, Julianne Nicholson, and 
Jean Smart, among others. It follows 
the story of a detective investigating 
an ongoing murder case while 
dealing with and trying to overcome 
her personal struggles. It was first 
aired on April 18, 2021.

Mare of 
Easttown


