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City authorities 
FROM PAGE 3

Being alerted by the experts, SCC prepared a list of risky 
buildings in 2016, updated it in 2019 and listed 24 structures 
as risky. 

Though owners of such buildings were ordered to 
demolish or fix those, only three buildings were demolished 
and one rectified over the years. 

After the recent earthquakes, Sylhet City Corporation 
on Sunday ordered the owners to vacate six commercial 
buildings from the list for ten days. However, a decision on 
permanent measures is yet to be taken. 

The corporation could not provide any list of existing 
buildings in the city and has no list compiled to find how 
many buildings violated building code and setback rules. 

During a visit to the city corporation yesterday, this 
correspondent found that officials were yet to compile and 
update all related files and documents for crisis management. 

Nur Azizur Rahman, chief engineer of SCC, said, “It’s 
been a long time since we organised a crisis management 
meeting concerning earthquake. We did not keep necessary 
documents properly.” 

“Following the recent incidents, we are trying our best 
to prepare ourselves to face any situation after a major 
earthquake,” he added. 

Fire service in Sylhet has also started preparation and 
called for a meeting with trained volunteers on Wednesday. 

The officials said there are more than 4,000 volunteers 
who received training for earthquake disaster management, 
but the list has not been updated in couple of years and they 
are not sure how many of them are still available. 

Anisur Rahman, deputy director of fire service in Sylhet, 
said, “We have sufficient human resources, around 200 in 
Sylhet district. If necessary, we can summon fire fighters 
from all nearby upazilas and other districts. We also have 
enough rescue vehicles along with other necessary modern 
equipment.” 

After the earthquakes on Saturday, SCC called in an 
emergency meeting that afternoon. The district committee 
held a meeting the next day and yesterday, the divisional 
committee also held one. 

The Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief also 
called in a meeting today in this regard. 

Contacted, M Kazi Emdadul Islam, deputy commissioner 
of Sylhet, said, “As part of our preparation, we’ve alerted 
all authorities concerned like the city corporation, utility 
providers, law enforcement agencies and others. As 
awareness is the key, we’ve also started a campaign.” 

“For risky buildings or structures that violated the building 
code, the authorities concerned need to be proactive in 
updating the list and implementing laws against them. That 
way, the risk can be minimised,” he said. 

He also said there are Standing Orders of Disaster (SOD) 
for all government offices to follow. 

Contacted, Mayor Ariful Haque Chowdhury said, “Years 
ago, we’ve generated a list of risky buildings but were not 
able to force the owners to either demolish or fix those.”   

“The owners somehow managed to get ‘quality 
certificates’ in their favour from different private universities 
or went to the High Court to get orders that restrict us from 
taking further action,” he added. 

The mayor said, “This is a national crisis and needs 
national attention. We’ve called in a meeting on Tuesday 
[today] evening where Foreign Minister AK Abdul Momen 
(also a local lawmaker), experts and authorities concerned 
will be present.”  

Railways in 
FROM PAGE 3

Currently, BR operates diesel-powered 
trains and it would need to install electric 
traction to run electricity-powered trains, 
which is considered cost-effective and 
environment-friendly.  

In December 2019, BR told CREC that 
the government intends to run electric 
trains on the Dhaka-Padma bridge-Jashore 
line and the contractor carried out the 
study, railways sources said.

At a technical workshop was held last 
year over the issue, the Chinese contractor 
advised installing the facilities while the 
rail link construction is ongoing, and 
recommended that a decision be made 
soon to avoid additional cost and safety 
risks. 

At that time, the project authority asked 
the contractor do some more work on it 
and present it before authority.

Yesterday, CREC officials, through 
a PowerPoint presentation, said total 
investment for electrification, with partial 
speed upgrading (from 120km per hour 
from Bhanga to Jasshore) would cost Tk 
4,555.48 crore ($53,733 million).

They said it would cost Tk 519.36 crore 
($61.26 million) if some infrastructure 
of electric traction is built along with the 
project work. 

The rest amount would be taken for 
separate implementation work.

If the synchronous implementation 

works are not carried out now, an 
additional investment of Tk 1,106.36 
crore ($130.5 million) will be required, 
they said. 

If the authority installs electric traction 
without speed upgrading, it would cost 
Tk 4,122.25 crore ($486.23 million) of 
which synchronous implementation of 
some works will cost Tk 3,357.28 crore 
($39.6 million), they said.

The contractor asked the railways 
authorities to make a decision as early as 
possible. 

Contacted, Project Director Golam 
Fakhruddin Ahmed Chowdhury said the 
meeting has decided that they would not 
upgrade speed from 120km per hour to 
160km per hour. 

BR’s Director General Dhirendra Nath 
Mazumder said the contractor has given 
an estimate for the electrification works 
and they will keep space and other option 
for the work.

“But, we will do some work along with 
the ongoing project if the government 
gives us necessary allocation,” he told The 
Daily Star after the meeting.

Railways Minister Nurul Islam Sujan 
said they could not decide yet whether they 
would do some works for electric traction 
now as they have to increase project costs.

“We will take decision following 
discussion over the matter,” he told this 
correspondent yesterday.

Illegally
FROM PAGE 3

On his last day in office on May 6, Prof 
Sobhan recruited at least 137 staffers, 
including nine teachers, giving rise to 
protests on the campus. The education 
ministry termed the recruitment illegal on 
the same day and initiated an investigation. 

On May 8, the RU administration 
suspended the recruitment process. 

Meanwhile, after asking different 
banks to provide it with detailed financial 
information of Prof Sobhan and four 
of his family members on May 24, the 
National Board of Revenue has sought 

bank information of four more persons 
including former RU proctor Prof Lutfar 
Rahman, and former RU BCL leader 
Ibrahim Hossain Moon. 

Prof Lutfar was the RU proctor during 
the former VC’s tenure while Moon, who 
runs a restaurant near the campus, was the 
university’s BCL president in 2005. 

The NBR took the action as their 
names surfaced in an investigation by the 
education ministry for abetting the former 
VC in unlawful recruitment and amassing 
wealth by collecting bribes from job 
seekers. 

Physician’s
FROM PAGE 3

it as a death from a fire 
incident but we think it is 
a pre-planned murder.” 

Family members said 
the doctor’s husband, who 
she is separated from, stays 
in Shantinagar area while 
their son is preparing to 
leave for Canada to study. 

Sabira’s eighth-grader 
daughter used to live with 
her sometimes, but she was 
at her grandmother’s house 
in Green Road during the 
incident. 

Mahbubul Islam, owner 
of the flat, said he rented 
out the three-room flat 
to the doctor in January. 
The woman then said her 
children would stay with 
her as her husband was 
abroad.

“Today, we came to 
know that she sublet two of 
the rooms,” he said. 

Police picked up 
three persons including 
caretaker of the house for 
interrogation. 

The body was sent to 
Dhaka Medical College 
Morgue for autopsy. 

NSU launches new 
learning management 
system ‘CANVAS’ 
CITY DESK

North South University (NSU) has launched the globally-
renowned Learning Management System (LMS) “CANVAS” 
through a virtual session  on Sunday. In doing so, NSU 
becomes the first among Bangladeshi universities to bring 
this technology to the country’s students.

CANVAS is a student, teacher, parent, and management-
friendly system that works online and in the classroom. 
It is used by universities such as Harvard, Yale, Princeton, 
Columbia, Oxford, and Cambridge, said a press release.

Education Minister Dr Dipu Moni was chief guest, while 
chairperson of NSU and Former President of FBCCI MA 
Kashem was present as special guest. Among others, Freedom 
Fighter Lion Benajir Ahmed and chairperson of The City 
Bank Limited Aziz AI Kaiser, members of the university’s 
Board of Trustees were present as guests of honour. 

The session was chaired by NSU VC Professor Atiqul 
Islam and was moderated by Jamil Ahmed, Director of 
Public Relations Office. Dr M Ismail Hossain, Pro-VC of 
NSU, delivered the introductory speech. 

Dr Dipu Moni said, “With the introduction of CANVAS, 
NSU has taken itself to a new height.”

NSU VC Prof Atiqul Islam said, “NSU is always prompt 
to adopt any new technology. In continuation of that 
tradition, the CANVAS Learning Management System will 
help make online teaching and learning more efficient.” 

MA Kashem said in the last three semesters, NSU has 
waived a total of around Tk 102 crore as tuition fees. 

Please release
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Among others, Nagorik Oikya Convener Mahmudur 
Rahman Manna, Chairman of Bangladesh Kallyan Party 
Maj Gen (retd) Syed Muhammad Ibrahim, Gonosamhati 
Andolon Chief Coordinator Zonayed Saki, Former Vice 
President of DU Central Students’ Union Nurul Haque 
Nur spoke at the rally.

After the rally, they went to the Supreme Court premises 
and held a sit-in. A seven-member group representing the 
protesters met the Registrar General of Supreme Court Md 
Ali Akbar and stated their demands to him.

Allow 
FROM PAGE 3

“Establishing a democratic and responsible government is 
the only solution to the ongoing crisis in the country,” he 
said. 

The BNP leader said a pro-people government can only 
be established through a credible parliamentary election 
under a neutral and non-partisan administration. 

Khaleda, who tested positive for Covid-19 on April 11, 
was admitted to Evercare Hospital on April 27. 

She was shifted to the CCU of the hospital with shortness 
of breath on May 3. She is still receiving treatment there. 

On April 28, a 10-member medical board, headed by 
Prof Shahabuddin Talukder, was formed for her treatment 
at the hospital. 

She tested negative for Covid-19 on May 8, but the BNP 
chief is still suffering from post-Covid complications. 

Her family submitted an application to the government 
on May 6 seeking permission to send her abroad for 
advanced treatment, but it was turned down on legal 
grounds. 


