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Florida shooting kills at

least two, wounds 20

Two people were killed and at least 20
injured yesterday when three shooters fired
indiscriminately into a crowd outside a concert
in Miami, Florida, local police said. Gunfire
erupted during the early hours outside a
billiards hall in a row of businesses near
Miami Gardens, northwest of the coastal
city’s downtown. The attackers arrived in
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Mortar shell hits
Afghan wedding

At least six killed; several wounded

REUTERS, Kabul

At least six Afghan civilians were killed and several more
were wounded when a mortar shell hit a house during a
wedding ceremony in northern Kapisa province, security

a Nissan Pathfinder SUV and opened fire
indiscriminately, police said. The trio then got
back in the car and fled the scene. Police were
seeking help from the community to identify

and arrest the shooters. The motive behind
the shooting is not known till filing the report.

There were more than 43,000 gun-related
deaths in the United States last year, including
suicides, according to the Gun Violence Archive.

Ukraine’s ambassador to
Thailand found dead

Ukraine’s ambassador to Thailand died early
yesterday on the southern beach island of Koh
Lipe while on vacation with his son, police said,

with the cause of death still undetermined.
Andrii Beshta is a 45-year-old career diplomat

who was appointed as Ukraine’s ambassador
in Thailand in 2016. The National Police said

Sunday Beshta was found dead around 5:30

am (2230 GMT) in his room at a hotel resort

in Koh Lipe, an idyllic beach island popular
with travellers for its crystal-blue waters.

“Preliminary investigations showed no signs

of him being attacked, no signs of a raid

or violence,” said a statement attributed to

National Police deputy spokesman Kissana
Phathanacharoen.

Hollywood actor Seagal joins

pro-Kremlin party
= AFP, Cairo

GAZA'PERMANENT CEASEFIRE’

Israel, Egypt hold talks
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Supporters of Palestine hold a rally at the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, DC, US on Saturday. More than 1,000 rallied
Saturday in Washington in support of Palestinians and calling for an end to US aid to Israel.

~ End of Netanyahu era nears?

Opposition block close to form govt in Israel to oust the long-serving PM

. REUTERS, Jerusalem

~——

Hollywood actor Steven Seagal, a long-time
admirer of Russian President Vladimir Putin,
has joined a pro-Kremlin party, the party said
yesterday. Seagal received a party membership
card of an alliance named Just Russia - Patriots
- For Truth on Saturday, a video relased by the
party showed. It was formed earlier this year,
when three leftist parties, all of which support
Putin, merged into one. Seagal, a Russian
citizen since 2016, proposed a crackdown on
businesses which damage the environment.
The party controls a faction in the lower house
of the Russian parliament and plans to take
part in a parliamentary election in September.
Seagal, a US-born martial artist, is best known
for producing and starring in action movies,
while Putin, who granted him the citizenship, is
a fan of martial arts.

SOURCE: AFP, REUTERS

Israeli and Egyptian officials yesterday held talks in both countries aimed :
at bolstering the Cairo-brokered ceasefire that ended the latest deadly :
flare-up of violence between the Jewish state and Gaza’s Hamas rulers.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu met Egyptian intelligence :
chief Abbas Kamel in Jerusalem to discuss “strengthening cooperation” :
A between their countries, Netanyahu's office said.
' Egypt’s President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi tasked Kamel and his delegation, :
who were also to visit the occupied Palestinian Territories, with hammering :
out a permanent ceasefire deal, senior Egyptian security officials told AFP.

On the same day, Israel’s Foreign Minister Gabi Ashkenazi made the :
first official visit by an Israeli top diplomat to neighbouring Egypt in 13
years, for talks with his counterpart Sameh Shoukry.

Ashkenazi tweeted on his arrival that they would “discuss establishing a :
permanent ceasefire with Hamas, a mechanism for providing humanitarian
aid and the reconstruction of Gaza with a pivotal role played by the
international community”.

The Egyptian foreign ministry tweeted that the ministers’ talks were
“part of Egypt's relentless and continued efforts to revive the peace track :
and to build on the ceasefire in the Gaza Strip”.

Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh was also expected in Cairo for talks, :
senior Egyptian security officials said, without providing further details.

Rockets and other fire from Gaza claimed 12 lives in Israel. :
Sisi has pledged $500 million to help reconstruction efforts in the densely :
populated Gaza enclave, which was pummelled by Israeli air strikes.

: Israeli far-right politician Naftali Bennett
: was expected to deliver a statement in
: which he is widely expected to throw his
crucial support behind a “government
: of change” to unseat Prime Minister
¢ Benjamin Netanyahu.

Opposition chief Yair Lapid, who
¢ has until Wednesday to put together a
: coalition after the fourth inconclusive
election in two years, was closing in on
: an alliance of right-wing, centrist and
: leftist parties, Israeli media reported.

:  Lapid’s chances of success rest with
: Bennett, a 49-year-old former defence
¢ chief whose Yamina party’s six seats in
: the 120-member parliament are enough
: to give him the status of kingmaker.
Under the prospective power-
: sharing deal, Bennett would replace
Netanyahu, 71, as prime minister and
: later give way to Lapid in a rotation

Egypt played a pivotal role in negotiating the May 21 ceasefire between : agreement.
Israel and Hamas that brought an end to 11 days of deadly fighting. ¢ The new coalition’s diverse
Israeli strikes on Gaza killed 254 Palestinians, including 66 children. : members would have little in

: common apart from a plan to end
the 12-year-run of Netanyahu, Israel’s
: longest-serving leader, now on trial

PHOTO: AFP

officials said yesterday.

The explosion on Saturday evening was in the Tagab
district, which has seen fighting between the Afghan
government forces and the Taliban insurgents.

Shayeq Shoresh, a spokesman for the provincial police,
blamed the Taliban for firing the mortar and added that
at least six civilians, including women and children, were
killed and four more wounded.

But a senior security official in Kabul put the death toll
at at least 10 and the number of wounded at 18.

A Taliban spokesman dismissed the allegation and said
the mortar was fired by Afghan security forces.

Afghan civilians often bear the brunt of the attacks as
they aree caught in the crossfire.

Violence has sharply increased across the country since
Washington announced plans last month to pull out all
U.S. troops out of Afghanistan by Sept. 11.

Nearly 1,800 Afghan civilians were killed or wounded
in the first three months of 2021 during fighting between
government forces and Taliban insurgents despite efforts to
find peace, the United Nations said last month.

According to the Afghanistan Independent Human
Rights Commission’s annual report last year, there were
8,500 civilian casualties in 2020, including 2,958 deaths.

over corruption charges he denies.
Bennett will make a statement at
1700 GMT, Yamina said, when he is
widely expected to announce that he
will team up with Lapid, whose centrist
Yesh Atid party placed second to
Netanyahu's Likud in a March 23 polls.

Meeting ~ Yamina's  legislators
yesterday, Bennett received their
support for his coalition moves, a
Yamina statement said.

Israel’s YNet website said Bennett
told the lawmakers that he was
“marching towards a government of
change”. Other media outlets quoted
him as saying Netanyahu did not
have enough backing for a right-wing
government and a deal with Lapid

would avoid a fifth national election.

An anti-Netanyahu coalition would
be fragile and require outside backing
by Arab members of parliament who
oppose much of Bennett's agenda,
which includes more settlement
building in the occupied West Bank
and its partial annexation.

A Bennett-Lapid agreement had
already been reported as close when
violence broke out between Israel and
Gaza militants on May 10.

Trying to scupper an opposition
deal, Netanyahu made a three-way
counter-offer yesterday to stand
aside in favour of another right-wing
politician, Gideon Saar.

Under that blueprint, Saar would
serve as prime minister for 15 months,
Netanyahu would return for two years,
and Bennett would then take over for
the rest of the government’s term.

However, Saar swiftly rejected the
offer, writing on Twitter: “Our position
and commitment are unchanged - to
end Netanyahu's rule.”

If Lapid, 57, fails to announce a
government by Wednesday, a new
election is likely.

This handout photograph taken and released by the Sri Lanka Air Force yesterday shows smoke billowing from
the Singapore-registered container ship MV X-Press Pearl, which has been burning for the eleventh consecutive

Toxic liquor
kills 25 in

Uttar Pradesh

AFP, Lucknow

At least 25 people have
died after drinking toxic
alcohol in northern India,
police said yesterday.
Police have arrested 10 ol
men for selling the liquor in
Uttar Pradesh. Local media
reported that the liquor
was purchased on Thursday
from a shop.
Hundreds of people
die every year in India
from cheap alcohol made
in backstreet distilleries,
affordable for even the
poorest. Of the estimated
five billion litres of
alcohol drunk every year
in the country, around
40 percent is illegally
produced, according to the
International Spirits and
Wine Association of India.
The liquor is often
spiked with methanol to
increase its potency. If
ingested, methanol can
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Blind mountaineer
climbs Mt Everest

REUTERS

The 46-year old Chinese Zhang Hong has scaled the tallest
peak in the world from the Nepal side, becoming the first
blind man in Asia and the third in the world to climb
Mount Everest.

“No matter if you're disabled or normal, whether you
have lost your eyesight or you have no legs or hands, it
doesn’t matter as long as you have a strong mind, you can
always complete a thing that other people say you can't,”
Zhang told Reuters.

Zhang completed the 8,849 metre-high Himalayan
feat on May 24 along with three high altitude guides, and
returned to the base camp on Thursday.

Born in southwestern Chinese city of Chongqing, Zhang
lost his sight at the age of 21 due to glaucoma.

He was inspired by Erik Weihenmayer, a blind American
mountaineer who scaled Everest in 2001, and began training
under the guidance of his mountain guide friend Qiang Zi.

Nepal reopened Mount Everest in April for foreigners
after it was shut last year due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

“I was still very scared, because I couldn’t see where I
was walking, and I couldn’t find my centre of gravity, so
sometimes I would fall,” said Zhang.

“But I kept thinking because even though it was hard,
I had to face those difficulties, this is one component of
climbing, there are difficulties and dangers and this is the
meaning of climbing.”

SEOUL CLIMATE SUMMIT

World leaders call for ||-
action, greater inclusion ||

AFP, Seoul public-private partnerships, especially in

developing countries.

World leaders yesterday called for more

. - - S Advanced nations have laid out so!
action and inclusion of all countries in the o . . .
. ambitious emissions-cutting goals in recent
global drive towards a cleaner and greener .
months, as well as plans to ultimately go i

planet at a climate summit hosted virtually
by South Korea.

Climate change is a major threat to
global growth, with perils ranging from
declines in crop yields, extreme weather
that devastates tourist economies, disease
outbreaks and other catastrophes that
would sap productivity.

South Korea -- which recently announced

carbon neutral by 2050.

World leaders committed under the 2015 R
Paris accord to keeping the global temperature
increase to under two degrees Celsius -- and el
ideally closer to 1.5C -- by 2050. Yet many
countries have not even agreed on a unified bl
rulebook governing how the Paris agreement
works in practice. The UN says that emissions

plans to cut finance for international coal ~Must fall nearly eight percent annually till o
projects -- is seeking a bigger role in the 2030 to keep 1.5C in play. S1
World leaders also stressed the

global initiative to go green.

“South Korea will play a responsible
role as a bridging nation between
developing and advanced nations,” said
President Moon Jae-in as he opened the
2021 Partnering for Green Growth and the
Global Goals 2030, or P4G, summit.

The two-day summit is the second of its
kind following the inaugural meeting held
in Copenhagen in 2018, and is focused on

countries are not left out in the global
initiative to go green.

African countries should not be “locked 3l
up” in fossil fuels and be able to advance
with the rest of the world, said French
President Emmanuel Macron, calling for
ways to draw large-scale investments in
renewable energy.
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