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Khaleda
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conference at the party 
chairperson’s Gulshan 
office, Fakhrul said a 
10-member medical board 
formed to treat Khaleda 
would examine why she 
developed fever.

The BNP organised 
the press conference to 
deliver its thoughts on the 
national budget for the 
2021-22 fiscal year.

“Khaleda Zia is doing 
well now and her medical 
parameters are also good. 
But she has been suffering 
from fever since last night 
[Thursday night]. Doctors 
are treating her,” Fakhrul 
said.

The BNP leader also 
said Khaleda’s treatment 
for fever started and 
the medical board was 
scheduled to sit yesterday 
to review her health.

Khaleda was admitted 
to Evercare Hospital on 
April 27, three days after 
she tested positive for 
coronavirus for a second 
time. She first tested 
Covid-19 positive on April 
11. 

The BNP chief also has 
arthritis, diabetes, and eye 
problems.

The government 
released Khaleda from 
jail on March 25 last 
year suspending her 
sentence as per section 
401 (1) of the Criminal 
Code of Procedure. The 
suspension was later 
extended twice.

The BNP chairperson 
landed in jail on February 
8, 2018 after a special court 
in Dhaka sentenced her 
to five years in prison in 
the Zia Orphanage Trust 
corruption case. 

On October 30 that year, 
the High Court increased 
her punishment to 10 years.

Battle of Bhomra
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the following words: “It was already dawn and we took all-out preparation to attack the 
Pak army. Captain Salauddin of the East Bengal regiment was in charge of the company. I 
was the second-in-command of the troops in this operation.

“The enemies started moving forward. We kept monitoring their movement and kept 
changing our position to dodge the Pakistani forces.

“Whenever the enemies came inside our firing range, we opened fire. The enemies 
became disoriented and started to retreat. Freedom fighter Jabbar played a significant role 
in the battle.  

“We were all in joyous mood after this initial victory. But around mid-day, we suddenly 
got information that Pakistani forces were coming back with a large contingent. We 
took position behind a thick wall and started firing targeting our enemies. Pak forces 
also launched counter fire. The battle went on for two hours, and finally the Pak army 
retreated. We had suffered four casualties: Subedar Jabbar, Subedar Samsul Huq, Abul 
Kashem, a member of Mujahid Bahini and Sepay Abdul Mannan. Some unofficial eye 
witness accounts estimated Pakiatani casualty at over 300.”
KENNEDY ISSUES WARNING

Indifference by the US and other nations to millions of East Pakistani refugees is bringing 
the South Asia region “towards the brink of war”, Senator Edward M. Kennedy charged 
today.

In a letter, Kennedy said reports to his subcommittee indicate that at least 3.5 million 
refugees had already crossed into India. Kennedy said: “Their number increases daily at a 
rate approaching 100,000 a day.” 

Senator Kennedy asked for stronger efforts by individual governments and by the 
United Nations to encourage political accommodation between the central Pakistan 
government and the “rebels” of East Pakistan. He called on the US to respond immediately 
to Pakistan’s food, water and medical needs. Kennedy also urged the United States to take 
unilateral action to aid India’s appeal for refugee assistance even if the UN continues to 
be unresponsive to India’s requests.
THAILAND REFUSES TO GIVE FUEL 

The Thai foreign ministry announced its inability to supply fuel to Pakistan for military 
purposes. It also expressed its desire not to get involved in the “internal problems” of 
Pakistan. 

It was also reported that two Daphne-class submarines obtained by Pakistan from 
France are now on their way to Karachi.   
REFUGEES HIT BY CHOLERA

Cholera claimed 150 lives in the past two days in border area refugee camps where tens of 
thousands of refugees had fled into India from the war in East Pakistan. 

Shamsuddoza Sajen is a journalist and researcher. He can be contacted at sajen1986@
gmail.com

A healthcare worker administers a Covid-19 test at a drive-through testing centre on the first day of a seven-day 

lockdown, as the state of Victoria looks to curb the spread of an outbreak in Melbourne, Australia yesterday.
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Giant tortoise
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as the Chelonoidis phantasticus species, which had been considered extinct more than a 
century ago.

“Yale University revealed the results of genetic studies and the respective DNA 
comparison that was made with a specimen extracted in 1906,” the Galapagos Park said 
in a statement.

Momen seeks
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Momen said although the Istanbul 
Programme of Action for the LDCs 
announced its target in 2011 of 
doubling the share of LDCs in global 
trade in one decade, unfortunately 
during the last 10 years, the share of 
LDCs in the global trade has rather 
decreased. 

The foreign minister stressed the 
need for South-South and Triangular 
Cooperation in the area of trade 
and technological cooperation for 
benefitting the LDCs. 

He also highlighted the catalytic 
role that aid for trade can play in 
helping the LDCs while referring to 
the ongoing pandemic of Covid-19 
and its impact on LDCs’ economies. 

Referring sharp decrease in the 
income of LDCs from the service 
sector during the pandemic, he 
strongly advocated for providing 
support to the LDCs in the area of 
digital infrastructure, in particular 
e-commerce. 

Momen also called for immediate 
implementation of all decisions of the 
WTO Ministerial Meetings in favour of 
the LDCs, including removal of non-
tariff and different standards-related 
barriers. 

He stressed the importance of the 
transfer of technologies to LDCs, as 
provided for in WTO rules to address 
the digital divide between developed 
countries and LDCs.

Prisoner
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committees were formed to investigate 
the incident.

Didarul could not be reached 
for comments over phone despite 
repeated attempts.

“After receiving information, we 
went to Khagrachhari Sadar Hospital 
and found Milon dead,” said 
Mohammad Rashid, officer-in-charge 
of Khagrachhari Sadar Police Station.

Khagrachhari Civil Surgeon Nupur 
Kanti Das said, “We’re trying to find 
the cause of death.”

Asked, Nupur said they were not 
sure yet whether the victim died by 
suicide. “We can be sure only after the 
post-mortem.”

The jail super said the district 
administration gave Tk 10,000 to 
Milon’s family for burial.

Talking to this newspaper, police 
officials in the district said Milon was 
arrested after a woman filed a case 
against him accusing him of secretly 
recording her daughter while she was 
taking a bath.

UN rights body orders
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citizens from Hamas’ indiscriminate 
rocket fire”.

A spokesman for Hamas, which 
governs the Gaza Strip, called the 
group’s actions “legitimate resistance” 
and called for “immediate steps to 
punish” Israel.

Israel’s main ally, the United States, 
said it deeply regretted the decision in 
the forum, where it has observer status 
and no vote.

“The action today instead threatens 
to imperil the progress that has been 
made,” said a statement released by 
the US mission to the UN in Geneva.

By a vote of 24 states in favour, 
and nine against, with 14 abstentions, 
the 47-member council adopted 
a resolution brought by the 
Organisation of Islamic Cooperation 
(OIC) and the Palestinian delegation 
to the United Nations.

European countries were split, with 
Austria, Britain and Germany voting 
against. France and the Netherlands 
abstained.
BACHELET ADDRESSES COUNCIL

Bachelet told the council her office had 
verified the deaths of 270 Palestinians 
in Gaza, the West Bank and East 
Jerusalem, including 68 children, 
during this month’s violence. Most 
were killed in Gaza.

Hamas rockets killed 10 Israelis and 
residents, she said. Israeli authorities 
put the number of those killed by 
Palestinian attacks in Israel at 13.

“Regrettably, the self-professed 
global champions of human rights 
continue to shield the occupier from 
global accountability, and literally 
provide arms and ammunitions for its 
widely reported war crimes and crimes 
of apartheid against the Palestinian 
people,” said Pakistan’s ambassador 
to the OIC, Khalil Hashmi, who was 
speaking on behalf of the OIC.

The conflict flared after Hamas 
demanded Israeli security forces leave 
the al-Aqsa mosque compound in East 
Jerusalem following confrontations 
there with Palestinians, and later 
launched rockets towards Israel.

The compound sits atop the Old 
City plateau known to Muslims as 
al-Haram al-Sharif, or The Noble 
Sanctuary, and to Jews as Temple 
Mount. It is the most sensitive site in 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Bachelet said “indiscriminate” 
strikes from rockets launched by 
Hamas constituted “a clear violation 
of international humanitarian law”.

She said Israel’s strikes in Gaza 
caused widespread destruction of 
civilian infrastructure and fatalities.

“Despite Israel’s claims that many 
of these buildings were hosting armed 
groups or being used for military 
purposes, we have not seen evidence 
in this regard,” Bachelet said.

“If found to be indiscriminate and 
disproportionate, such attacks might 
constitute war crimes,” she added.

Meanwhile, the World Health 
Organization yesterday called for 
access to patients in the Gaza strip 
and free passage to evacuate them for 
medical treatment as health workers 
struggle to care for the sick and 
wounded after 11 days of violence.

WHO spokeswoman Fadela Chaib 
told a Geneva briefing that around 600 
patients, including some with chronic 
conditions, needed to be referred 
outside of the Palestinian enclave 
since the start of the hostilities, but 
had been unable to due to crossing 
closures.

WHO has a presence on the ground, 
Chaib said, but was unable to confirm 
whether it currently had any access 
from the outside. Other aid agencies 
have complained about limited 
humanitarian access and drug supplies.

South Asia crosses
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declared it an epidemic with Lt 
Governor Anil Baijal issuing regulations 
under the Epidemic Diseases Act 
to contain and manage cases of the 
deadly mucormycosis in the city.

According to a senior official, 153 
cases of black fungus were recorded 
on Thursday, taking the total number 
of such cases in Delhi to over 770.

However, Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal yesterday said Delhi will 
begin unlocking gradually from 
Monday as the positivity rate has been 
around 1.5 percent with only 1,100 
new cases were reported in 24 hours.

The pandemic has killed at least 
3,513,088 people worldwide since the 
virus first emerged in December 2019, 
according to an AFP compilation of 
official data yesterday.

In Britain, authorities yesterday 
approved the use of a fourth 

Covid vaccine, hoping  to boost a 
countrywide inoculation drive to 
allow its economy to reopen  fully 
despite concerns about a new variant.

The Medicines and  Healthcare 
products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) 
approved the single-shot  Johnson & 
Johnson jab, after previously backing the 
Pfizer,  AstraZeneca and Moderna shots.

Meanwhile, the Covax global 
vaccine-sharing programme said 
Thursday it needs $2.0  billion in 
additional funding by the beginning 
of June in order to boost  coronavirus 
inoculation programmes in lower-
income countries.

In Japan, ‘s government yesterday 
extended a coronavirus emergency 
in Tokyo and other parts of the 
country until just a month before 
the Olympics, fuelling doubts about 
whether the Games can go ahead 
safely.

All 4 TMC leaders get
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bench granted interim bail upon 
furnishing two bonds of Rs 2 lakh 
each.

The CBI can further interrogate 
the accused but without physically 
summoning them to the CBI office 
because of the prevailing Covid-19 
situation, the High Court said, adding 
the investigations can proceed via 
video conferencing.

Also, the leaders cannot give 
interviews to the press on this case or 
any other legal matters pending on 
them.

When the hearing commenced in 
the High Court yesterday, Solicitor 
General Tushar Mehta opposed grant 
of interim bail to the arrested four 
politicians saying they are influential 
and could whip up public emotions 
again. 

Justice I P Mukherji, one of the 
judges of the five-member bench asked 
the Solicitor General why the TMC 
leaders, who have not been arrested 
during the investigation for over four 
years, should be kept in house-arrest 
now when they are required to do 
public functions during the pandemic. 

The four politicians have been 
under house arrest in the Narada sting 
operation case after the High Court 

had stayed a bail given by the special 
CBI court in the case which relates 
to Narada portal’s sting operation. 
It showed the four accused taking 
money from a fictitious investor in 
return for favours.

The four leaders were arrested on 
the morning of May 17 by CBI which 
is investigating the Narada sting tapes 
case on a 2017 order of the Calcutta 
High Court.

A special CBI court had granted 
interim bail to the four accused on 
May 17 but a division bench of the 
High Court comprising acting Chief 
Justice Rajesh Bindal and Justice Arijit 
Banerjee stayed the bail later that day, 
following which the leaders were sent 
to judicial custody. 

The bail issue was referred to the 
five-judge bench after a two-member 
bench gave a split verdict on whether 
the relief can be given to the four 
politicians.

The CBI had asked for the case 
against the TMC leaders to be 
transferred out of Bengal citing Chief 
Minister Mamata Banerjee’s sit-in 
protest at the probe agency’s office on 
May 17. It had also alleged that the 
state law minister went to court with 
a mob when the accused politicians 
were to be produced.

City

Three more
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police officials, including the 
additional SP, assistant SPs and 
officers-in-charge in the district, 
have been transferred so far after the 
Hefajat mayhem.

At least 15 people were killed in 
clashes between law enforcers and 
Hefajat men in Brahmanbaria on 
March 26-27.

A total of 56 cases have been 
filed with different police stations in 
the district against 39,000 people, 
including 414 named, over the Hefajat 
mayhem. 

On March 26, Hefajat activists 
vandalised and torched Brahmanbaria 
Railway Station, halting Dhaka’s 
railway links with Chattogram and 
Sylhet. The demonstrators set fire to 
the control panel of the station and 
torched seven rooms.

The following day, at least five 
people were killed and around 50 
others, including 25 policemen, 
injured in clashes between law 
enforcers and locals during protests 
by Hefajat men in Nandanpur area of 
Brahmanbaria Sadar upazila.

They were staging demonstrations 
protesting the visit of Indian PM 
Modi.

During a countrywide dawn-to-
dusk general strike on March 28, 
Hefajat men vandalised and set 
fire to Brahmanbaria Sadar land 
office, Sur Samrat Ustad Alauddin 
Music Academy, Government Public 
Library, Zila Parishad building, 
municipality building, Police Lines, 
Khatihata Highway Police Station, 
Industrial School and Shilpakala 
Academy.


