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CYCLONE YAAS

India evacuates
2m to shelters

AFP, Kolkata

A powerful cyclone headed for eastern India yesterday,
forcing the evacuation of nearly two million people just
a week after another huge storm claimed at least 155 lives

on the west coast.

Cyclone Yaas in the Bay of Bengal is expected to slam
into West Bengal and Odisha states around midday today,
the India Meteorological Department said, and could
bring winds of up to 165 kilometres (100 miles) per hour.

Experts say the warming of ocean waters due to climate
change has led to an increase in the frequency and intensity

of such storms.

Nearly two million people living along India’s east coast
are being moved to shelters, officials said yesterday, and the
storm has also disrupted efforts to combat the country’s

devastating Covid-19 outbreak.

“This cyclone is a terrible blow for many people in
coastal districts whose families have been struck down by
Covid-19 infections and deaths,” West Bengal Sundarbans
development minister Bankim Chandra Hazra told AFP.

Some vaccination centres in districts under threat as well
as the capital Kolkata would suspend operations, officials
said, and efforts were under way to ensure the supply of
oxygen and medicines to hospitals during the storm.

Some 1.4 million people were moved away from coastal
districts in neighbouring Odisha, with thousands of disaster
and relief personnel deployed, local media reported.

The state’s special relief commissioner, Pradeep Jena,
said arrangements were being made to maintain social
distancing in shelters, with face masks and sanitisers

supplied.
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Members of the Kalpulli Ketzal Coatlicue perform a dance during an event in remembrance of George Floyd outside the
Minnesota State Capitol on in Saint Paul, Minnesota, on Monday. President Joe Biden as scheduled yesterday to mark the
anniversary of the police murder of George Floyd by hosting the African American man’s family -- but without being able to
celebrate hoped-for national police reform. The choking to death of Floyd in Minneapolis on May 25 last year and subsequent
conviction of the officer, Derek Chauvin, who’d knelt on his neck for nearly nine minutes, were seen as seminal moments in
the long US struggle for racial equality.

Belarus isolation grows

after arrest of dissident

Belarus’s regime was increasingly isolated
yesterday as Europe cut air links and calls
grew for more action over its diversion of an
airliner and arrest of a dissident on board. After
weathering a wave of protests and Western
sanctions last year, President Alexander
Lukashenko was facing extraordinary new
pressure over Sunday’s rerouting of the Ryanair
flight to Minsk and arrest of opposition
journalist Roman Protasevich. More Western
leaders joined calls demanding Protasevich’s
release, after the European Union agreed at a
summit on Monday to ban Belarusian airlines
from the bloc and called on EU-based carriers
not to fly over its airspace.

India to open consulate in
Maldives’ Addu

Expanding its diplomatic footprints in the
strategic Indian Ocean nation the Maldives,
India is all set to open a new Consulate in Addu
city, which is the second largest urban area
after capital Male, in a country where China is
increasingly assertive. The proposal to set up
the Indian Consulate in Addu was cleared at
ameeting of the Indian cabinet presided by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in New Delhi.
India already has its High Commission in Male.

Iran bars several hopefuls

from presidential polls

Iran’s election watchdog has approved the
candidacy of hardline judiciary chief Ebrahim
Raisi in presidential elections, state television

PHOTO: AFP

SECURITY FEARS IN AFGHANISTAN
Australia to close embassy

AFP, Kabul

AFP, Jerusalem

‘Lots of hard work ahead’

Blinken meets Netanyahu, Abbas, says ‘two-state solution’ only way forward

reported on Tuesday, while disqualifying some
of his main potential rivals. The move s likely
to boost the prospects of Raisi, a close ally of
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. But
it may further dent the clerical rulers’hopes of
a high turnout in the June 18 vote, amid rising
discontent over an economy crippled by US
sanctions. The hardline-led Guardian Council

Australia yesterday abruptly announced it will shutter its embassy in
Afghanistan this week, expressing fears over the “increasingly uncertain
security environment” in Kabul as foreign troops withdraw.

The Taliban, which has ramped up violence across the country in recent
weeks, reacted by saying it would provide a “safe environment” to foreign
diplomats and humanitarian organisations.

The United States and allied forces are in the final stages of pulling out
their remaining troops from Afghanistan, ending America’s longest-ever
war, but heralding an uncertain future for a nation in the tightening grip of
Taliban militants. Fears of a Taliban comeback is growing within the country.

Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison said the embassy would close
in just three days.Around 80 Australian troops are leaving as part of the
wider military pull-out, and without that small contingent and the larger
Us force as back-up, Morrison said there was an “increasingly uncertain
security environment”.

The elected government in Kabul and Afghan security services remain
fragile despite two decades of foreign capacity building, and their success
is far from assured without continued US military support.

When the Taliban seized control of Kabul in 1996, they entered the
United Nations compound and abducted the country’s former leader
Najibullah Ahmadzai, who they then murdered. Two years later, the
Taliban oversaw the killing of 10 Iranian diplomats at their consulate in
the northern Afghan city of Mazar-i-Sharif.

In recent weeks, violence across Afghanistan has soared and government
forces have clashed with Taliban fighters not far from Kabul.

Secretary of State Antony Blinken
yesterday vowed to rebuild US
relations  with  Palestinians by
reopening a consulate in Jerusalem
and giving millions in aid to help the
war-ravaged Gaza Strip.

“Ultimately, there’s a possibility of
resuming the effort to achieve a two-
state solution, which we continue
to believe is the only way to truly
assure Israel’s future as a Jewish and
democratic state, and of course to give
the Palestinians the state they're entitled
to,” he said after meeting Israel Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and
Palestinian president Mahmud Abbas, .

“There’s lots of hard work ahead to
restore hope, respect and some trust
across the communities,” Blinken said
earlier.

The announcements signalled a
clean break with US policy under
former president Donald Trump who
had shuttered the diplomatic mission
for Palestinians in 2019 and slashed

US aims to reopen Jerusalem
consulate for Palestinians

US to pledges more than $110 million
to Palestinians

Blinken says rebuilding Gaza should
not‘benefit’Hamas

aid to the Palestinian Authority.

Blinken's visit, part of a wider
Mideast tour, comes after Friday's
truce ended 11 days of heavy Israeli
bombing of Gaza and rocket fire out
of the enclave on Israel, as tensions
simmer in annexed east Jerusalem and
the occupied West Bank.

The top diplomat of US reiterated
support for Israel’s right to defend
itself against rocket attacks by the
Islamist group Hamas, which he said
must not benefit from the aid effort.

Blinken is on a tour that will next
take him to Egypt and Jordan.

He promised financial aid to

Palestinians and emergency assistance
to help rebuild the impoverished
Gaza Strip, as well as efforts to shore
up the ceasefire between Israel and the
enclave’s rulers Hamas.

“The United States will notify
Congress of our intention to provide
$75 million in additional development
and economic assistance to the
Palestinians in 2021,” he said. That was
to come on top of $5.5 million dollars
in immediate disaster assistance for
Gaza and about $32 million for an
emergency humanitarian appeal by the
UN agency for Palestinian refugees.

Hours before Blinken's arrival,
Israeli forces killed a Palestinian man
during an arrest raid on the Amara
refugee camp near Ramallah in the
West Bank. In Jerusalem, an attacker
Monday stabbed two young Israeli
men including a soldier before police
shot him dead.

Israeli police said late Sunday they
had arrested 1,550 suspects over the
past two weeks in connection with the
“violent events”.

barred former parliament speaker Ali Larijani,
amoderate conservative, pragmatist First
Vice-President Eshaq Jahangiri and hardline
ex-president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad from
running, according to the state TV report.

Dozens of Palestinian journos

say blocked by WhatsApp

Messaging app WhatsApp has blocked the
accounts of dozens of Palestinian journalists
following this month's fighting between Israel
and Gaza’s Islamist rulers Hamas, reporters
said. Shortly after a ceasefire went into effect at
2:00am on Friday (2300 GMT Thursday) ending
11 days of deadly conflict, two journalists in
AFP’s Gaza City bureau received notices from
WhatsApp in Arabic informing them their
accounts had been blocked. Other journalists,
in Jerusalem and the occupied West Bank as
well as Gaza, said their accounts had also been
blocked. The vice president of the Palestinian
Journalists Syndicate, Tahseen al-Astall, said
“around 100 journalists”in Gaza had seen their
accounts blocked.

SOURCE: AFP, REUTERS
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Relatives of a man who died from the Covid-19 mourn during his cremation at a crematorium ground in Srinagar,
India, yesterday. On Monday, 9,968 new deaths and 481,857 new cases were recorded worldwide. Based on the
latest reports, the countries with the most new deaths were India with 3,511, followed by Brazil with 790 and

Colombia with 483.

EF q-NCASL]/ATod/?147/202 5 /¢ oo

RRLEICEIE KGR M ERIE ]

THARTRE (I GTFe FEre QATSHE, TAAARE
GTaIIE6s www.mmch.gov.bd, 2-cr3se mmch@hospi.dghs.gov.bd

wifads 3¢ /oe /203538

woe et

y | TEdEE/Ren g7 8 ARRE FETe TFAET |

3 | veaEsAgfeeEE AfB1es, TAANPTE (AT FES FAATSIE, TAAE |

) Erinicoive] AT ATEE |

8 | WIRMES WEAad e R 6 i | e Reaf® k- Jgi/Aa1a/#21/0:5/¢odo TIfiids 2¢/0¢/035% |

¢ AT /e faae 2033-30333¢ qTF TTNAPIE (EFE FEAS AT @Awa 97 Arar
FHATE FE |

Y | ez Tgifesiaa oo T |

q | @ eifewl/rag Aafs T wEAE ARG |

/3 wadwretae TS

F) AT AT S ASGO T e TR/ ageaial afeuH/Hemi |
) TAIALIIA TSN TR IIG T SR of A 247 F65 aeyifire
230 2804 |

o) STy carsiret et e =g |

b | waAE SHlEd Yo (SEwasl)

o M-y, 3,0, 8, ¢ ¢ v «F afell FfeSra Jor 9 @m dSooo/- (4F @) BT
SIS W (FE - 5295 >0 00 030 b Y HF € AT Fa AT 40T
&S aFTR T WEMT GERIRT SR WG AfAvTEs, sewetiE (e s
TETATSIEE S GG AR (@ (I G TS/ G G Gl
2V AN SR JoF G Grer ARGTAE TR @ 2RISR FaE
a7 frab wiEsdes Ffeta ez sfre 2@ @ fwfe awmm -@
/0e/2023% TIffd 2T Ffela weaz w4 WA @ ke oS erer
FHMAET TSIt afFe wao@ I0H & (e A3 |

WHO risks paralysis due
to funding shortage

Says top official; calls grow for deeper Covid origin probe

AGENCIES

The World Health Organization (WHO) is
mired in a funding shortage that is already
hampering operations, its top emergency
expert told health ministers yesterday
as countries called for a more in-depth
investigation of the pandemic origins.

Mike Ryan, noting the WHO's appeal
in February for $1.96 billion for its
pandemic response this year, told the
annual assembly: “The funding shortfall of
more than 70% when only received funds
are considered has left the organisation in
real imminent danger of being unable to
sustain core functions for urgent priorities.”

“This underfunding and earmarking
of funds risks paralysing WHO's ability
to provide rapid and flexible support to
countries and is already having consequences
for current operations,” he said.

Addressing  the  World Health
Organization’s main annual meeting of
member states, representatives from several
countries stressed the continued need to

solve the mystery of how Covid-19 first
began spreading among humans.

“We underscore the importance of a
robust comprehensive and expert-led
inquiry into the origins of Covid-19,” US
representative Jeremy Konyndyk told the
World Health Assembly (WHA).

Australia, Japan and Portugal were
among other countries to call for more
progress on the investigation, while the
British representative urged for any probe
to be “timely, expert-driven and grounded
in robust science”.

A long-delayed report by the team of
international experts sent to Wuhan and
their Chinese counterparts drew no firm
conclusions on the origins of the pandemic.

Instead, they ranked a number of
hypotheses according to how likely they
believed they were.

The report said the virus jumping from
bats to humans via an intermediate animal
was the most probable scenario, while it
said a theory involving the virus leaking
from a laboratory was “extremely unlikely”.
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