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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina inaugurates two Mujib Killas in Patuakhali’s Kalapara 

upazila through video conference on Sunday.

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 
inaugurated two Mujib Killas in 
Patuakhali’s Kalapara upazila 
through video conference on 
Sunday. At least 500 people and 
500 cattle can take shelter in each 
Mujib Killa.

Kalapara Upazila Project 
Implementation Officer (PIO) 
Humayun Kabir said that Ministry 
of Disaster Management and 
Relief is running a project titled 
‘Construction, Renovation, and 
Development of Mujib Killa’ and 
under the project, initiatives have 
been taken to build, renovate and 
develop 20 Mujib Killas in Kalapara 
upazila.

Under the direction of Father 
of the Nation Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, many 
earthen Killas were built in the 
coastal areas of the country in the 

post-independence era, including 
Patuakhali, to protect lives and 
property from cyclones and floods. 
Since then they have been known as 
‘Mujib Killa’. 

But those Killas built 

were damaged due to lack of 
maintenance, the PIO said.

Two of these Killas were 
inaugurated on Sunday after 
completion of all construction 
work. Work on remaining Killas is 
underway, he added.

Md Asaduzzaman Khan, 
assistant director of Kalapara Red 
Crescent Society, said that the 
buildings have been constructed 
at a height of about 11 feet above 
normal agricultural land.

In these buildings, people 
and cattle can take shelter during 
disasters as each building has 8 
toilets, 2 kitchens, bathing facilities, 
drinking water, and solar power 
system, he added.

According to the concerned 
department, ‘Mujib Killas’ are being 
constructed in two categories-- 
A and B. The total area of   one-
storeyed infrastructure in A category 
is 42,200 sqft and B category is 

50,400 sq ft.
Cattle sheds of 80 feet in length 

and 50 feet in width have been 
set up in both the categories for 
keeping cattle. Apart from that, 
there is a designated place for 
women on one side and men on 
the other side of the shelter.

The construction cost of A 
category Killa is Tk 2,01,20,000 
and the cost of B category is Tk 
2,01,83,000.

Around 3,500 people live in 
Kalapara upazila’s Nowapara and 
East Tiakhali villages. 

Three people from Nowapara 
village, including a child, were 
killed during cyclone Sidr in 2007 
when there was no shelter.

A resident of the village, 
Mohiuddin Talukder said, “We 
don’t need to worry any more 
during storms and floods as we can 
take shelter in these new Killas.” 
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Children deprived of playground 
for months
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

A school ground in Faridpur Sadar 
upazila remains inaccessible for 
children and locals since March, 
when a weeks-long trade fair was 
held on the premises. 

Bangladesh Small and Cottage 
Industries Corporation (BSCIC), 
in collaboration with Green 
Event Management, organised 
‘BSCIC Industrial Trade Fair’ in the 
playground of Mahim Institute, 
located in Goalchamat area of the 
upazila.

The fair opened on March 14 
with 85 stalls, with the original 
plan of running it until April 13. 
But the organisers had to close it 
down on March 29 due to Covid-19 
restrictions. 

However, after all the participants 
vacated the stalls, most parts of the 
playground is still strewn with an 
array of debris and construction 
materials including bricks, bamboo 
structures and furniture discarded 
from the stalls.

The 400-foot long and 320-
foot wide school ground of 

Mahim Institute is the only decent 
playground where children and 
youth from surrounding areas come 
to play various outdoor sports such as 
cricket and football. A good number 
of health conscious locals, especially 
the elderly, gather at the ground for 
physical exercise and morning walks. 

Now, with the facility unusable for 
over two months, children and youth 
in the area are gradually getting 
addicted to video games on different 
electronic gadgets.   

Badhan Malo, a seventh-grader 
at Mahim Institute, seemed quite 
upset over the situation. He said, “I 
can’t play in the playground; there’s 
no place near my house where I can 
play. So, we’re spending time mostly 
playing video games on the internet.”

Fahim Islam, another student of 
the same class at the school, said, “A 
few days before the fair started, older 
boys in the area made a cricket pitch 
for us there. But the fair organisers 
damaged the pitch. We have to 
make a new pitch again when the 
playground reopens.”

Sobharampur area resident Sanjoy 

Kumar Saha said such an essential 
playground should never have been 
used to hold any fair. “Due to the 
situation, the children in the area 
have become video game addicts.”   

Headmaster Obaidur Rahman 
of Mahim Institute said he had to 
allow the fair in the school ground 
after he received a written directive 
in this regard from the deputy 
commissioner of Faridpur.  

Besides, “the deputy general 
manager (DGM) of BSCIC had 
assured me of clearing up the field as 
soon as the fair was over,” he added.

Contacted, Sirajul Islam, manager 
of Green Event Management, said 
they had been facing setbacks after 
the owner of the firm contracted 
Covid-19.

“I hope we’ll able to remove all 
materials within a week,” he also 
said.

BSCIC DGM Golam Hafeez 
said he already communicated the 
situation with the event organising 
firm “and they [the firm] made an 
assurance of vacating the playground 
within this month”.

Structures and debris lie haphazardly in the playground of Mahim Institute, a school in Goalchamat area of 

Faridpur Sadar upazila. Children and health conscious citizens of the area have not been able to enjoy the ground 

ever since a fair was held there in March. PHOTO: COLLECTED


