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Water crisis
FROM PAGE 3

The crisis may get severe in a few months.” 
“Lack of waterbodies and excessive extraction of 

groundwater are the main reasons behind this crisis,” 
he added. “We need to stop extracting groundwater 
completely.” 

Prof Saroar said the areas where KWasa supplies water 
should not have such pumps to extract groundwater, which 
is worsening the situation. 

He said the authorities concerned need to create more 
retention ponds and excavate waterbodies to mitigate the 
crisis. 

Contacted, Kamal Uddin Ahmed, deputy managing 
director of KWasa, said at the beginning of summer, 
groundwater level has gone down. 

“Hand-driven tube wells cannot extract groundwater if 
the water table drops below 26 feet. And the motor pumps 
(submersible pumps) do not work if the table drops below 
30 feet,” he added. 

“The water table was between 28 feet and 30 feet in 
most places of the city last year due to insufficient rainfall 
in the region. This year, we found more places where 
groundwater has decreased,” Kamal said. 

Asked about the quality of the KWasa water and 
residents’ reservations, Md Abdullah, managing director, 
did not directly comment on the issue. 

He, however, said, “We collect water from the Madhumati 
and treat it. It’s 100 percent pure and drinkable. But we 
do not know in what condition the water reaches the 
consumer after running through 40-50km in the pipeline.” 

“We cannot immediately say for sure if there’s a hole in 
a pipe or one is damaged for some reason. For this reason, 
city dwellers should boil the water before drinking it or 
cooking with it,” he added. 

About people installing pumps to extract groundwater 
in KWasa areas, he said they will launch a drive against that 
shortly. “We haven’t taken any action yet considering the 
prevailing situation.”

Besides, they are also working on adding more 
households under KWasa, which will help mitigate the 
water crisis in the city, he added.   

Six killed
FROM PAGE 3

Chholeman was killed after a private car collided head-
on with an easy bike on Dhaka-Khulna highway at 
Gopinathpur around 11am yesterday, said ASI Yunus Ali of 
Bhatiapara Highway Police Outpost. 

Two people were also injured in the accident.
In another accident at Horidaspur Nimtola area, police 

found the body of an unidentified woman yesterday 
morning. Police could not provide further details. 

In Jhenaidah Sadar, a British American Tobacco official 
was killed in a road crash at Bishoykhali Bazar on Sunday. 

The deceased is Imam Jobayer Jyote (32) of the district 
town. He worked as a depot manager in Kaliganj. 

OC Mizanur Rahman of Sadar Police Station said 
the accident took place around 10pm when Jobayer was 
coming to Jhenidah from Kaliganj on his motorbike. At 
Bishoykhali Bazar, a speeding truck hit his bike. He died 
on the spot. 

Fire fighters sent the body to Sadar hospital morgue for 
autopsy. 

2002 ATTACK ON HASINA

HC order on bail of 
18 convicts today
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court is set to deliver its orders today on nine bail 
petitions filed by 18 convicts in a case filed over the attack 
on Awami League President Sheikh Hasina’s motorcade at 
Kolaroa in Satkhira in 2002. 

The HC bench of Justice Mustafa Zaman Islam and 
Justice Md Iqbal Kabir Lytton yesterday set the date after 
concluding hearing on the petitions. 

Lawyers AM Mahbub Uddin Khokon and Gazi Mohsin 
argued for the convicted petitioners, while Attorney 
General AM Amin Uddin and AAG SM Munir opposed the 
petitions. 

The 18 convicts including lawyers Abdus Sattar and 
Abdus samad, who have been sentenced to four years’ to 
four-and-a-half years’ imprisonment by the trial court in 
Satkhira, recently filed the petitions, said AAG SM Munir. 

On August 30, 2002, then opposition leader Sheikh 
Hasina, now the prime minister, visited the house of a 
freedom fighter, after his wife was allegedly raped, in 
Hizaldi village of Kolaroa upazila. 

While she was returning to Jashore, BNP men kept 
a bus haphazardly on a road near the office of Kolaroa 
upazila BNP. As Hasina’s motorcade reached the area, they 
launched an attack on it, according to the case statement. 

At least 12 people, including AL leaders and journalists, 
were injured in the attack, said Satkhira court inspector 
Amol Kumar Roy. 

On September 2 of that year, Kolaroa unit freedom 
fighters’ commander filed the case against 27 named and 
70 to 75 unnamed accused. The accused included several 
BNP leaders and activists in Satkhira. 

On February 4 this year, Satkhira’s Chief Judicial 
Magistrate Court convicted and sentenced 50 people in the 
case. Among them, 34 were sent to jail the same day. The 
others are absconding.  

By-polls
FROM PAGE 3

On February 22, parliament 
secretariat issued a gazette 
notification announcing 
that Laxmipur-2 fell vacant 
because of Mohammad 
Shahid Islam, also known 
as Kazi Papul’s moral 
turpitude.

The gazette has been 
in effect since January 28 
when Papul was sentenced 
to four years of rigorous 
imprisonment by a Kuwait 
court.

Sylhet-3 seat fell vacant 
following Awami League 
MP Mahmud Us Samad 
Chowdhury’s death on 
March 11, Dhaka-14 
following AL MP Aslamul 
Hoque’s death on April 4, 
and Cumilla-5 fell vacant 
after AL MP Abdul Matin 
Khasru’s death on April 14.

According to the 
constitution, by-elections 
to fill the vacant seat of 
a member of parliament 
should be held within 90 
days. Provided that in a 
case where, in the opinion 
of the CEC, it is not 
possible, for reasons of an 
act of God, to hold such 
election within 90 days 
period, such election shall 
be held within ninety days 
following next after the last 
day of such period.   

KRISHI BANK

HC questions 
legality of 
interest waiver 
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday 
called for documents 
from Bangladesh Krishi 
Bank about its decision of 
waiving interest of Tk 48 
crore for Chattogram’s BNP 
leader and businessperson 
Abbas Ali.  

In response to a 
writ petition, the court 
ordered the chairperson 
and managing director of 
Krishi Bank to produce the 
documents before it in four 
weeks for examination.

The HC also questioned 
the legality of the decision 
taken by the board of 
directors of Krishi Bank 
for waiving the interest for 
Abbas, as finance loan and 
money laundering cases 
against him are pending.

It issued a rule asking 
authorities concerned to 
explain in four weeks why 
the decision should not be 
declared illegal.

Obituary
CITY DESK

Ashraf 
Muhammad 
Iqbal, former 
chairman of Mongla Port, 
passed away on May 19. 

He was buried at his 
Cumilla family graveyard. 

He left behind his wife 
and two children.

This spot at Sylhet’s Kushighat area, near the entrance to the city from Tultikor union, is important due to 

its proximity to Gazi Burhan Uddin’s Majar, Shah Paran Police Station and other key establishments. But this 

three-kilometre stretch has remained like this for around three years, and locals say they are yet to see any 

attempts from the authorities concerned to fix it. The photo was taken earlier this week.
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