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OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Two siblings drowned in 
a pond in Baghil area of 
Sadar upazila yesterday.

The deceased were 
identified as Abida, 12, 
daughter of Adam Mondol 
of Pashchim Akur Takur 
Para in the town, and her 
younger brother Rifat, 10. 

Dainna Union Parishad 
(UP) Chairman Lavlu Miah 
said Adam and his two kids 
come to visit one of his 
relative’s house in Baghil 
Bazar. 

Local people saw their 
bodies floating in a pond 
adjacent to their relative’s 
house yesterday noon and 
recovered their bodies. 

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bandarban

A woman and her two daughters, including a minor one, 
were found murdered at their residence in Champatoli area 
of Lama upazila on Friday night.
The deceased were identified as Majeda Begum, 40, wife of 
Kuwait expatriate Nur Mohammad, and her daughters, Rafi, 
13, and one-year-old Nuri police said. 
Being informed by the neighbours, police recovered their 
bodies around 8:00pm, Assistant Superintendent of Police 
(Lama Circle) Rezwanul Islam said.
Away in Rangpur, a man was killed by his nephew allegedly 
over a trifling matter in Baderganj upazila on Friday night, 
reports our Dinajpur correspondent.
The deceased is Rafiqul Islam of Dakkhin Moksudpur village. 
Police said Rafiqul and his nephew Helal Uddin locked in 
an altercation over the fair distribution of cattle meat and, 
at one stage, Helal stabbed Rafiqul with a sharp weapon. 
Injured Rafiqul died at Rangpur Medical College Hospital 
the same night. 

Two siblings 
drown

Woman, 2 daughters 
found murdered
Man kills uncle in Rangpur

Litchi might be costlier this year

AHMED HUMAYUN KABIR TOPU, Pabna

Abdus Salam bought three litchi 
orchards with 150 trees in his area 
this year at a cost of Tk 2.5 lakh, 
expecting to have a harvest of 
around 3.5 lakh to 4 lakh fruits.

A resident of Char Silimpur 
village in Ishwardi upazila, Salam 
started harvesting litchis in his 
orchard a day before the Eid-
ul-fitr. But he is now worried 
about incurring losses after the 
harvest so far has been half of his 
expectations.

“This year I got a yield of 10 
to 12 thousand litchis from each 
of the larger trees. The same tree 
produced 15 to 20 thousand fruits 
last year. Yield of the smaller trees 

has been only 1,500 to 2,000 
litchis, which is half of the targeted 
yield,” he added. 

The harvesting of local variety of 
litchis began a week ago and it will 
last until the next couple of weeks. 

Many locals involved in litchi 
farming and trading believe that 
the recent heat waves affected the 
yield of litchis this year. 

“The heat waves badly affected 
flowering of the fruit this year. 
Many trees did not flower as 
expected. Many fruits on the trees 
were damaged. Because of this, the 
yield has come down to half this 
year,” said Dulal Miah, a litchi 
farmer from Char Silimpur village. 

He said he expected a total sale 

of Tk 5 lakh from two hundred 
litchi trees this year, but so far the 
harvest has been disappointing.

Abdul Kader, deputy director 
of Department of Agricultural 
Extension in Pabna said more 
than 41 thousand tonnes of litchi 
is expected to be harvested in the 
district this year. 

Hot temperatures in early 
January affected flowering of litchis 
this year and intermittent heat 
waves caused damage to a large 
amount of fruits on trees, resulting 
in 20 to 25 percent fall in yield.

But the loss in production 
will likely be recovered when the 
Bombay variety of litchis will be 
harvested in early June, he added.

Despite the poor production, 
litchi farmers and traders have 
been happy with the higher prices 
they are getting for the produce at 
markets this year. 

“Every one hundred of ‘Aati’ 
litchi [local variety] is selling for 
Tk 1,700 to Tk 2,300 this year, 
whereas the same variety sold for 
Tk 1,200 to Tk 1,700 last year,” said 
Abdul Mannan Shamim, a litchi 
trader and farmer in Digha village 
of Ishwardi upazila. 

Hoping to make good profit 
this year, he said after harvesting 
of the local varieties is over, the 
harvesting of ‘Bombay’ litchi, the 
most sought-after variety, will 
begin from early June.  

Litchis, the red and succulent summer delight, are hanging from trees in an orchard at Char Silimpur village 

of Ishwardi upazila in Pabna. Right, several dozen bamboo baskets full of the produce are ready for 

shipment, straight from the orchard. 
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OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jhenidah

Aman farmers in Jhenidah are 
having a joyous time -- thanks to 
favourable weather conditions 
followed by a bountiful harvest and, 
most importantly, good prices for the 
paddy. 

Each maund of the crop is now 
selling for between Tk 1,000 and 
Tk 1,300 at different markets in the 
district, while the average cost of 
production for the same amount was 
Tk 800, said farmers.

While the targeted cultivation of 
Boro Aman (harvested in summer 
time around May) was on 77 
thousand hectares of land this season, 
farmers in six upazilas of the district 
cultivated it on 80.284 thousand 
hectares, according to data from the 
Department of Agricultural Extension 
(DAE) in Jhenidah.

Driven by good profits during last 
year’s Ropa Aman (harvested in winter 
time around December) season, the 

farmers planted Boro Aman on an 
extended area this season, said many 
of them. 

Boro Aman has been cultivated 
on 20,199 hectares in Sadar, 12,205 
hectares in Shailakupa, 9,860 
hectares in Harinakundo, 18,570 
in Maheshpur, 5,700 hectares in 
Kotchandpur and 13,750 hectares in 
Kaliganj upazilas of the district during 
2020-21 fiscal year. 

The crop was cultivated on 77,535 
hectares in fiscal year 2019-20 while 
on 88,504 hectares the year before, as 
per the DAE.

Farmer Towaz Ali, from 
Raghunathpur village in Kaliganj 
upazila, said he was happy to sell the 
Aman paddy this time for Tk 1,100 per 
maund.

Another farmer, Altaf Hossain, 
from Solaimanpur village in 

Kotchandpur upazila, said the price 
he got this year has been fair and he 
has no complaints as he harvested 
84 maunds of Boro Aman from four 
bighas of land and already sold 40 
maunds for Tk 40 thousand.

He found encouragement in 
planting Boro Aman on a total of four 
bighas of land this year after getting 
a very good yield of Ropa Aman last 
season from two bighas of land, he 
added.

DAE Deputy Director in Jhenidah 
Md Asgar Ali said soil in Jhenidah 
is highly suitable for both types of 
Aman farming and the local farmers 
grew the crop in a larger area after they 
made good profit from Ropa Aman 
last season.

Fortune smiles on Jhenidah 
Aman growers

While the targeted culti-
vation of Boro Aman was 
on 77 thousand hectares 

of land this season, 
farmers in six upazilas 

of the district cultivated 
it on 80.284 thousand 

hectares.

The nature has been bountiful to Aman farmers in Jhenidah where good 

prices of the paddy are helping create a festive atmosphere in the district 

this time around. The photo of two workers threshing paddy was taken from 

Solaimanpur village in Kotchandpur upazila recently.  PHOTO: AZIBOR RAHMAN

Launch staffs and workers staged a demonstration and bring out a procession in Patuakhali town, demanding 

resume of the launch service in all the domestic and long routes. Bangladesh Naval Workers Federation, 

Patuakhali unit, organized the programme on Wednesday. PHOTO: STAR


