What is it?

The Toyota

Fielder- contrary

to popular belief,

itis not a role in

the popular game

of cricket, but an
Estate Car produced
by Toyota. A station
wagon, if you will.
Formally known as

the Corolla Fielder, the
Fielder became tremendously

popular in Bangladesh ever since

its introduction via the grey and recon
markets.

Generations and Powertrain
The ‘Fielder’ name adorned the trunk
of three generations of Toyota wagons-
the E120, E140 and E160, while the
latest generation of Corollas (the E210)
discarded the ‘Fielder’ name for the
Corolla wagon altogether, opting to call
it the Corolla Touring instead.

All three E1xx generations entered the

country and can be seen on the streets
every day, albeit with steel bumpers
and an increased ride height in most
cases. Every 3 seconds, a Fielder crosses
Gulshan 2 Circle. Do not hold that
against me.

Since this is an idiot’s guide, I shall
not be going into details and instead,
simply address the fact that most
common Fielder powertrains available
in Bangladesh are 4-cylinder hybrids,
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or non-hybrid
4-cylinders in the
form of a INZ-FE
(or INZ-FXE if it
is a hybrid) mated
to either a CVT
or an automatic
transmission.

Driving experience
and livability

Note that everything I am
about to say only extends to

bone-stock base to mid-trim level Fielders
that most of us may end up buying (read:
the Fielder X and Fielder G as well as the
Hybrid model) and not the ‘sporty’ trim
levels as I have not had the chance to
drive them yet.

Experience? Eh. Fun factor? Non-
existent. Hotel? Trivago. These wagons
are purpose-built for practicality and
decent levels of comfort at a budget
without throwing a fuss. The engine
goes ‘brrrr’ and the car moves forward.
As simple as that. They are easy to place
on the road and are easy to manoeuvre
in traffic, regardless of the fact that these
are station wagons and thus, are slightly
bigger than your average sedan. I get
around 9km/1 in terms of mileage from
my non-hybrid Fielder while hybrid
Fielders can get you over 10km/] easily
based on owner reviews, however, this
varies significantly from owner to owner

as this greatly depends on how you or
your chauffeur drive the car. You can also
convert the non-hybrid ones to run on
CNG or LPG, if that is your thing.

The trunk is as big as a layman would
expect the trunk of a station wagon to
be- big enough to carry a week’s worth of
groceries from Unimart, Agora, Shwapno
or the kacha bazar (we don't judge here),
and you can drop the rear seats to further
expand your trunk space in case you need
to carry a, erm, dining table, They are
efficient while being great cars for you

to take your kids to school or yourself to
work with and go on a long drive alone
or with your family in (say, from Holy
Family Hospital to Dilu Road or whatever
your definition of ‘long’ is).

Verdict

Toyota Fielders are easy to live with, easy
to service since it is a Toyota (although
replacing the batteries in the Fielder
Hybrid, if they ever need replacing,

may be somewhat expensive) and they
are great commuter cars. [ use mine for
everything- pulling up to car meets, using
it for daily chores, going to Butlers and
even dropping the rear seats and lying
down on the back to take pictures of cars
during shoots. It is practical and daily
drivable which perfectly sums up the
ethos the car was built around for every
generation. However, the Fielder is terrible
at fielding during a cricket match. Take
that for what you will.
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BUYING AN AC THIS SUMMER

Everything you need to know

With temperatures in
summer reaching new highs
each year, the ceiling fan
running on full speed, the
bottle of prickly heat talc or
the open windows that bring
in more humidity (with dust
on top) may not be enough
to beat the heat. When the
weather app on your screen
reads "40°C today”, it may
be time to look into air
conditioners. Easy as it is to
say, buying an AC at present
is a decision requiring much
thought. From finding the
right sized air conditioner for
your room to pricing, here's
all you need to know about
buying an AC this summer:

Things to consider

Room measurements

The first thing to consider when buying
an AC is the size of the room it will be
placed in. Several online calculation tools
measure the required tonnage (or cooling
capacity) for an AC based on room size.
But the easiest method is to multiply the
length and breadth of a room (in feet),
take the square root of the result and
divide it by 10. Alternatively, the volume
of the room can be measured (in cubic
feet) and divided by 1000, which shows
how many tons an AC should be for
efficient cooling. Apart from room size,
placement of windows and a number

of sun-facing walls are also factors to
consider. A representative from Singer
says, “Considering average room size
customers are most likely to purchase
ACs between 1 to 1.5 tons for home use.
For offices and commercial spaces, the
bigger 2 to 5 ton ACs are needed”. To
avoid calculations, the rule of thumb says
a 1 ton AC covers up to 100 square feet,
1.5-ton covers around 180 square feet and
a 2 ton AC can cool up to 240 square feet
of space.

Types and brands of air

conditioners

From the cheaper but almost obsolete
window unit to the latest energy-saving
inverter models, there are many kinds of
air conditioners to choose from. While a
window AC may be the cheapest option,
it still requires sufficient space and wall
thickness for support. While commercial
spaces use central air conditioning or
ceiling ACs, the slimmer split models are
the most popular choice for households.
While inverter ACs are comparatively
more expensive than their non-inverter
counterparts, for usage exceeding 4

hours a day, an inverter AC might

be more efficient in the long run. In
terms of brand, there are many options
available in the market, such as Hitachi,
LG, Philips, Singer, Haier, Whirlpool

and Kelvinator or domestic brands like
Walton, Vision, MyOne and Jamuna
among others. Choosing the right brand
of air conditioner comes down to budget,
features and personal preference.

Efficiency and power saving ratings
Almost every air conditioner comes with
an Energy Efficiency Rating or EER rating
(ranging from energy star level 1 to 5),
which shows an AC's cooling efficiency.
EER is the ratio of the cooling capacity (in
British thermal units or BTU per hour)

to the power input (in watts). The higher
the EER rating, the better cooling the unit
provides at lower power costs. But the
more stars an AC has for its EER rating,
the heftier the price tag.

Installation and maintenance

A little bit of planning during installation
can save not only money and power

but also the performance and health

of an AC. The air conditioner should

be placed away from heat-generating

appliances, which may cause the cooler
to detect the additional heat and run
longer than necessary. While purchasing
an AC it should be ensured that the unit
has easily dismantled filters for manual
cleaning or self-cleaning features. For
better performance and longevity, AC
should be checked, cleaned and serviced
by professionals at least once a year. For
dirt and dust-prone spaces, it's best to
clean the AC filters once a month. The
often-overlooked condenser unit, which
sits outside the house should also have
its internal parts and surrounding areas
cleaned once or twice a year. It should be
made sure that the external unit is placed
in a clean, debris-free environment,
shaded from intense sunlight during
installation. Additionally, using the
ceiling fan in conjunction with the air
conditioner helps spread the cooled

air faster, which in turn keeps power
consumption under control. Lastly,
ensuring the room is properly insulated
(without many cracks for cold air to

escape) assists the efficient operation of
any air conditioning system.

The inverter vs. non-inverter debate
As split air conditioners continue to rise
in popularity, choosing between its two
variants is a topic of debate. While a visit
to Rangs’ showroom at Bangla Motor
revealed that customers are more inclined
towards buying non-inverter ACs for the
relatively cheaper price, a representative
from Best Electronics says,” Considering
how power saving reduces electricity bills
in the long run, customers are shifting
towards more competitively priced
inverter ACs from Japanese and Chinese
brands like Conion or Midea”
Non-inverters are popular for the
lower price point, relatively cheaper
maintenance and replacement costs.
But these perks come at the cost of
higher electricity bills. On the other
hand, inverter ACs offer reduced power
consumption, eco-friendliness and
an almost noiseless experience. The
compressor in a non-inverter AC runs at
a set rate, implying that the room will
continue to get colder if it is left on.
On the contrary, an inverter AC keeps
its compressor running continuously,

gradually slowing or speeding it up

to maintain the desired temperature.

This makes inverters more convenient
for people susceptible to temperature
fluctuations. To summarise, for quick
and intense cooling, non-inverter ACs are
better. But for consistent cooling across
longer periods, an inverter AC may be the
more wallet-friendly choice. In the end,
whether you choose an inverter or non-
inverter AC will depend on the duration
of use, preference for power saving and of
course, the budget.

Air conditioners for every budget
Looking for a way to survive the
approaching mid-June heatwaves? An air
conditioner could be exactly what you
need. Ranging from realistic, budget-
friendly units to high-end, multi-function
models, there are several options fit for
any budget,

Within 30,000 BDT
If you aim to beat the heat without

beating up your wallet, the 1-ton non-
inverter range of ACs from brands like
Walton, Chigo or Midea may fit your bill.
Ranging from 26,000 BDT to 29,000 BDT
these ACs are available for direct purchase
from designated showrooms as well as
purchasable online from the websites of
Walton, Best Electronics or e-commerce
sites like Daraz and Pickaboo. Buyer’s can
also avail of discounts, EMI facilities, free
installation or 6 to 12-month electric bill
coverage from Walton or Best Electronics.

Within 30,000 to 35,000 BDT

For a budget from 30,000 BDT to 50,000
BDT, you can get a wide selection of 1
ton to 1.5 or even 2-ton ACs from brands
like GREE, General, Vision, Haier, Marcel,
Midea, Sharp or Hitachi. Within this
range, Conion, Singer, Eco+ and Hisense
come in inverter variants, with Singer
offering added “gold fin” and “green
inverter” features which increases the
longevity of the AC while also reducing
carbon emissions. These ACs are available
for purchase both from physical outlets
and websites of Esquire Electronics (for
Hitachi, Sharp and General AC), Butterfly
(for Eco+ and Hisense), Transcom Digital
and other online shops. Until 20th May,
Butterfly is offering the highest 36 months
of EMI facility, up to 100% cashback.
Transcom is also offering AC exchange
offers for brands like Hitachi, Samsung,
Panasonic, Whirlpool and Daikin.

Within 50,000 BDT to 75,000 BDT
This price range offers 1.5-ton Inverter
ACs from GREE, 2-ton models from Eco+
and General, 1.5-ton inverter models
from Samsung as well as air conditioners
from HITACHI, Daikin, Kelvinator and
Panasonic that boast high EER ratings (in
terms of cooling efficiency against power
consumption).

Beyond 75,000 BDT

Beyond the 75,000 BDT mark, the
higher-end air conditioners from brands
like GREE, Whirlpool, Singer, General,
Samsung etc. come in 1.5 ton up to
4.5-ton variants. Apart from having
higher EER ratings and tonnage, air
conditioners at this price point also
come with additional features like air
purification, dehumidification, activity
detection, smart controls, auto timers and
significantly less power consumption.
Despite the hefty price tag, these ACs
come with free delivery, free installation
and easy EMI facilities on top of varying
discounts from respective retailers.

While the pandemic has proven online
purchases to be the more convenient,
time-saving and safe choice, due to the
general aversion towards online purchases
of large appliances (like air conditioners),
direct purchase from physical outlets is
still the more popular option for most
buyers. Whatever may be your preferred
purchase method, type, tonnage, or AC
brand, air conditioners are now becoming
a necessity rather than a luxury. And with
all the variety, alongside ample discounts
and sales, finding an AC to fit your budget
is as easy said as it is done.



