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The under-construction 201-domed mosque in Tangail’s Gopalpur upazila.
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201-domed Tangail mosque to
set Guinness World Record

Founders hope

MIRZA SHAKIL

A beautiful mosque having 201
domes and 451 feet high minaret
is being constructed in Tangail's
Gopalpur upazila. The founders
are expecting that this aesthetically
beautiful mosque is going to be
enlisted in the Guinness World
Record as the most domed mosque.

The exquisite mosque of modern
architecture is being built at Dakkhin
Pathalia village, situated about 50
kilometers south-west from district
headquarters and seven kilometers
from upazila headquarters.

Rafiqul Islam Welfare Trust is
constructing the mosque and the
initial costs of construction of the
mosque have been estimated at
around Tk 100 crore.

Valiant Freedom Fighter Rafiqul
Islam, a man of Dakkhin Pathalia
village and former president of
Bangladesh Bank Employees
Federation (CBA), planned to build
the aesthetically pleasing mosque
in early 2012. Its construction work
began on January 13, 2013. The
foundation stone was laid by his
mother Rizia Khatun.

Abdul Kader, a member of the
Trust and also the younger brother
of Rafiqul, said about 75 percent
work of the mosque has already been
completed and the rest of the work is
still going on.

“My elder brother thought to
construct the mosque after seeing
space shortage on the mosque at the
village. He expressed his desire to
the villagers and sought their help to
construct the mosque. Locals assured
him to extend their supports to
construct it,” Kader said.

“There are so many beautiful and
large mosques in the world. However,
the difference of our mosque is that it
is 201 domed and as far as we know
there is no such mosque in the world

having as many domes,” he said.

When completed, about 15,000
people will be able to offer prayers
at a time in the two-storied mosque
being constructed on 450 decimals
of land beside the Jhinai river. The
length of the mosque is 144 feet
while the width is the same.

Th central dome of the mosque is
81 feet high and 200 other domes,
each 17 feet high, were constructed
surrounding the central dome.

Four minarets, each of which is
101 feet high, have already been
constructed at the four corners of
the mosque. Besides, four more
minarets, each 81 feet high, have also
been constructed side by side.

Another 451 feet minaret is being
constructed adjacent to the mosque
which will be as tall as a 57-storeyed
building and lift facilities will be
remained till 50-story high. After
completion of the construction, the
minaret will stand taller than Kutub
Minar (240 feet) of Delhi.

Total 50 mounds of brass metal
were used to construct the main
entrance of the mosque while
different types of tiles were used
in the mosque after bringing these
from Egypt. Rows of tiles have also
been set around the walls inside the
mosque where verses of the complete
Holy Quran have been inscribed.

Although there will be full air
conditioning system, over one
thousand electric fans will also be
installed inside the mosque.

A structure like a mazar (shrine)
has also been constructed at the
left side of the mosque where a free
space has been kept. The founder of
the mosque is supposed to be buried
there.

Freedom Fighter Rafiqul Islam,
the founding chairman of the Trust
while talking to the local journalists
expressed his hopes that the mosque

will make a place in the Guinness
World Records and take its place in
the history of world mosques.

Meanwhile, hundreds of people,
both from and outside the district,
come to visit the mosque every
day, especially on Friday, and offer
prayers, said Nur Alam, owner of
Nawab Restaurant which is located
in front of the mosque.

A number of  ministers,
bureaucrats, foreign diplomats,
and Islamic scholars from different
Muslim countries have also visited it,
he said.

Abdul Halim Sarkar who came to
visit the mosque along with a group
of people said they have come to see
the mosque after hearing about it
from others. “It is one of the most
beautiful mosques that we have
ever seen and we were very happy
to perform our Juma prayers on the
mosque,” he added.

A helipad has also been
constructed adjacent to the mosque
for the convenience of the guests
from home and abroad to perform
prayers and visit the mosque.

A six-story building is also being
constructed at the north-west side
of the mosque. Free hospital for
distressed ~ women, orphanage
and old-home will be set up on
the building. Facilities for valiant
freedom fighters and their families
will also be there, founders said.

Besides, modern hotels and
restaurants will also be constructed
in the area, member of a mosque
construction committee said.

They also hope that after
completion of the works, the mosque
will be inaugurated by the Imam of
the Holy Kaaba Sharif by performing
prayers. Prominent citizens including
the President and Prime Minister of
Bangladesh will also be invited in the
inaugural function.
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Sanctuary made for red crabs

STAR REPORT

Red crab is one of the most attractions
for the tourist of Kuakata sea beach,
thousands of red crabs roam in the
Lemburbon and Gangamati point of
the beach. The abundance of red crabs
is declining day by day due to excessive
pressure of tourists, noise pollution
and uncontrolled vehicles, especially
recklessly moving of motorcycles.
Kalapara Upazila Administration,
Tourist Police Kuakata Zone, and
Kuakata Tour Management Association

have taken wvarious initiatives to
conserve Red crabs.

Red crab sanctuary has been
constructed on beach area with the
support of the ECOFISH II Activity.
Various campaigns are going on
to protect the environment and
biodiversity of Kuakata under the
USAID  funded Activity jointly
implemented by World Fish Bangladesh
and the Department of Fisheries. The
beach are now being cleaned regularly.

The sanctuary has been made of
fence nets and bamboo across the vast

area of Lemburbon and Gangamati
point to conserve red crabs.

Ruman Imtiaz Tushar, president of
Tour Operators’ Association of Kuakata,
said, “Apart from conserving Red crabs,
we will continue various initiatives to
protect the beach environment and
marine biodiversity,”

Sagorika Smriti, research assistant
of USAID’s ECOFISH II Activity, said
red crabs have an important role
for conserving coastal ecosystems.
They protect the health of the soil by
providing important nutrients.

Tea vendor Mosharaf Hossain (lungi-clad) in Pabna’s Chatmohar upazila has

chosen to sell tea roaming in the village after the evening.

Pabna tea vendor going

door to door with tea
amid pandemic

Our CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

When the other tea vendors have been
sitting idle and waiting for assistance
from the government due to countrywide
lockdown, Mosharaf Hossain of village
Bahadurpur in Chatmohar upazila is
going from door to door of his clientele

with ready tea after iftar.

After completing his iftar, Mosharaf
can be seen walking on the village roads
with a large flux and chanting ‘Ei Cha
His customers
are happy getting tea at their door steps

Khaben, Gorom Cha’

thanks to Mosharaf.

“We are used to taking tea after Iftar
in the tea stalls in our village market
every day. From the first day of Ramadan
enforced
resulting in closureof all the tea stalls in
the market after Iftar, however,Mosharaf
is bringing tea in our homes,” Delwar

countrywide  lockdownwas

Hossain of village Bahadurpur said.

another villager, said.

Mosharaf said.

pandemic,” Mosharaf added.
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Most of the villagers do not have the
arrangement for tea at their homes so
the villagers mostly take tea at the tea
stalls, but in the pandemic, most of the
stalls are closed. In this regard, tea vendor
Mosharafis giving us the opportunity
of taking tea at our homes, Abdul Alim,

Mosharaf said “Nobody would give
me food if I cannot work. If I don’t earn,
there will be no food for my family. For
the sake of livelihood, have been going
door to door with tea as my stall is closed
due to the lockdown situation from the
first Ramadan. Some 80 to 100 cups of tea
are being sold a day, which is much lesser
than my regular sale. But I am happy that
[ am earning Tk 200 to Tk 250 a day.”

“I am ready to work more and not
waiting for relief in the crisis of the

Man kills
wife

Our CORRESPONDENT, Bagerhat

A housewife was killed

by her husband allegedly
over a trivial matter in in
Dashani Uttarpara area of
Bagerhat town on Saturday.

The deceased, Soma
Akhter, 19, daughter of
Abdul Karim of Singrai
village in Sadar upazila,
was a first-year Honours
student at Bagerhat
Government PC College.

Soon after the murder,
Soma'’s husband Abdullah
Al Naeem, 23, surrendered
to Bagerhat Model Police
the same night.

Earlier, victim’s mother
Komela Begum filed a
murder case with Sadar
Model Police Station
accusing Naeem on

Charge (OC) of the police
station KM Azizul Islam
said.

According to the victim'’s
family members, following
a love affair, Naeem, son
of Golam Mohammad of
Dashani Uttarpara, who
used to work at a buying
house in Dhaka, married
Soma in 2019.

Quoting Naeem, police
said Soma, who had
accounts on various social
media platforms, used to
post offensive pictures on
her social media accounts
that annoyed him.

On Saturday, Naeem
came to Bagerhat from
Dhaka and called Soma at
his house.

Later, when Soma
reached Naeem's house
around 3:00pm, he
strangled her to death.

Saturday evening, Officer in
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