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Protection dyke at risk as 
mayor starts beautifying lake
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Kuakata Municipality Mayor Anwar 
Hossain has started excavation work 
on Kuakata beach in the name of 
beautification of a lake putting the 
53-year-old embankment at extreme 
risk.

Meanwhile, the Water 
Development Board (WDB) has 
issued a notice to stop the work and 
the district administration has also 
started an investigation.

The beautification of the lake is 
being done just 200 meters east of 
Kuakata Zero Point (adjacent to the 
sea). 

However, the Patuakhali district 
administration owns the site where 
the construction of the lake has 
started. That means it is government 
khas land. 

Adjacent to the lake is a 53-year-
old embankment. The dam was built 
on the shores of the sea in 1968 to 
protect the people of the area and 
agricultural land. 

The excavation of the lake might 
endanger the embankment as it is 
being built on the slope of it. Due to 
this, the Water Development Board 
(WDB) fears that the embankment 
may be damaged by the strong tidal 
wave of the sea. 

They sent an official letter to 
the Kuakata mayor on April 20 
requesting that the digging of the 
lake be stopped.

Visiting the spot on Thursday, it 
was seen that the excavation work 
of the lake is almost finished. The 

surroundings have been filled with 
sand. Roads are being built on both 
sides of the lake. The concerned 
contractor is constructing a public 
toilet on the east side.

Kuakata Municipal unit Awami 
League president and former mayor 
Abdul Barek Mollah said, “It is the 
mayor’s personal project. In order to 
undertake any development project 
of the municipality, it has to be done 
by maintaining the proper process 
and with the approval of the Ministry 
of Local Government. This was not 

done in the case of this project. 
Moreover, in order to implement 
the project on the government’s 
khas land, the ownership of the 
land has to be brought in favor of 
the municipal authority from the 
concerned authority. There have been 
irregularities here.”

Admitting that the project was 
not approved by the authority 
and no money was allocated, 
Kuakata Municipal Mayor Anwar 
Hossain said, “The work has been 

initiated to beautify the ghats, 
public toilets and the lake for the 
convenience of tourists. However, 
the cost of the beautification work 
will be adjusted from the annual 
development program (ADP). As the 
excavation work of the lake is likely 
to be disrupted during the onset of 
monsoon, the work of cutting the 
soil has already started. The official 
project will be approved later.”

Asked about the allegation of 
irregularities, he said, “I am doing 
it in the public interest. There is 
no personal gain or loss for me. 
However, the work was stopped on 
the instructions of the WDB and the 
district administration,” he also said.

Shawkat Iqbal Mehraj, sub-
divisional engineer of Kalapara Circle 
of the WDB, said a letter was sent from 
WDB on April 20 to stop digging the 
lake. Because if the lake is excavated, 
there is a danger of flood, tidal wave, 
collapse of the embankment and loss 
of life and property of the people of 
this region.

Patuakhali Additional Deputy 
Commissioner (Revenue) GM 
Sarfaraj said, “I saw the matter on the 
spot on Tuesday on the instructions 
from Deputy Commissioner (DC).” I 
have instructed to stop the excavation 
work of the lake. Municipal 
authorities cannot do any work on 
government land without approval.”

“We are taking legal action,” he 
said, adding that the municipal 
authorities would be served a show 
cause notice. 

Kuakata municipality authority digs lake risking the nearby 53-year-old flood 

control dyke. The photo was taken recently. 
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They don’t let one soul 
go hungry at night

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

A group of youths roams around 
the streets of Pabna town until the 
wee hours of the morning.

They are the volunteers of 
Tohura Aziz Foundation (TAF) 
and their mission is to lend a hand 
to the hungry as well as the ones 
suffering without food on their 
plates for Sahri during the month 
of Ramadan.

Many disadvantaged people -- 
who lost their jobs, the low-income 
population, such as rickshaw 
pullers, whose earnings reduced 
due to the pandemic, the homeless 
population living on the streets, 
security guards and shopkeepers 
who work late hours -- in the 
town are primary recipients of the 
Sahri served by TAF, said Dewan 
Mahabub, executive director of the 

organisation. 
Members of the organisation go 

to different parts of the town with 
food packets on auto-rickshaws 
and distribute those till early 
morning to the underprivileged 
and the ones who need food for 
Sahri.

Starting from the fifth 
of Ramadan, TAF has been 
distributing 200 packets of food 
containing servings of chicken 
or fish curry and vegetables every 
night -- a quantity that is not 
sufficient to feed a good number of 
the hungry on the streets of Pabna.

Each food packet costs them 
about Tk 50 and the members of 
TAF, their friends, family and well-
wishers make contributions to 
raise funds for the food drive every 
day, Mahabub added.  

Rickshaw puller Amzad Hossain 
said he had been working all 
through the night for the past 
several weeks as his earnings 
dropped significantly during the 
period due to Covid-19 restrictions. 
“So I don’t get to have Sahri often. 
But now, that problem is gone and 
I get a packet of Sahri every night.”

Security guard Jamshed 

Hossain’s work starts before Iftar 
time in the evening and goes on till 
next morning. He often brings Iftar 
from home, but cannot afford to 
bring food for Sahri, as it can spoil 
without refrigeration.  

But lately, he has been having 
Sahri -- thanks to the food packet 
given by the young members of 
TAF, he said.

“Our hearts fill with joy when 
we see the faces of people on the 
streets light up in the dead of the 
night after getting food packets 
from us,” said Towhidur Rahman 
Limon, a member of TAF.

Founded in 2011, TAF is 
also involved in various other 
philanthropic activities such as 
installing tube wells, providing 
medical treatment for the ultra-
poor and empowering women 
through education and vocational 
training.

A volunteer of Tohura Aziz Foundation hands over a food packet early 

in the morning, before Sahri time, to a rickshaw puller on Abdul Hamid 

Road in Pabna town.
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