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College girl 
found dead 
in Natore
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Natore

A college girl was found 
dead at her bedroom in 
Singra upazila of the district 
yesterday.

The deceased, Nusrat 
Jahan Tripti, 21, an HSC 
second-year student 
at Singra Gol-e-Afroz 
Government College, was 
daughter of Abdul Awal of 
Chhotochaugram village in 
the upazila. 

Quoting the victim’s 
family members and 
neighbours, police said after 
being scolded by her father 
allegedly over a family issue 
on Tuesday night Tripti 
went to sleep at her room. 

The following morning, 
neighbours saw her body 
lying on the bed and 
informed the police, who 
recovered the body and sent 
it to Natore Sadar Hospital 
for autopsy, Officer in 
Charge (OC) of Singra 
Police Station Nur-E-Alam 
said. 

Primarily they suspect 
that it is a murder as marks 
of injuries were found on the 
victim’s body, the OC said, 
adding that they detained 
victim’s parents from the 
spot and later released them 
after quizzing. 

The reason behind the 
death will be clear after the 
autopsy, the OC added.

Watermelon turning 
fallow land lively in 

Khulna
DIPANKAR ROY, Khulna

Only about ten to twelve years ago, 
thousands of acres of land in Khulna 
would remain uncultivated after the 
harvesting of Aman rice, but growing 
of watermelon there did not cross the 
farmers’ minds.

In course of time, the scenario has 
changed and a growing number of 
farmers in the district are cultivating 
watermelon on the unused land in 
the hope of making a quick buck.

Cultivation of watermelon is being 
encouraged in the district -- especially 
along the coast where land is sandy 
and relatively high in salinity -- as 
the popular summer fruit is more 
profitable than traditional crops such 
as rice or sesame. 

This year 7,461 hectares of land 
in nine upazilas of the district have 
been brought under watermelon 
cultivation, up from 3,085 hectares 
last year, according to Department 
of Agricultural Extension (DAE) in 
Khulna. 

Last month, while visiting 
at least 20 villages -- including 
Khejuria, North Banishanta, 
Kalikabati, Harintana, Laudob, 
Kailashganj, Dhopadi, Dacope, West 
Bajua and East Bajua in Dacope 
upazila; Baranpara, Gangarampur, 
Bayarbhanga and Debitala in 
Batiaghata upazila; and Sharafpur 
and Bahir Akra in Dumuria upazila, 
this correspondent found farmers, 
their family members and hired 
workers in their hundreds tending 
watermelon saplings in swathes of 
crop fields.

Bimal Krishna Roy, from Pankhali 

viilage under Chalna municipality, 
said he cultivated watermelon for the 
first time; otherwise the land would 
lie fallow during this time of the year. 

In Jhaltala beel area under 
Sharafpur union of Dumuria upazila, 
only one crop used to be cultivated 
each year. But when five farmers 
cultivated watermelon on five bighas 
of land there last year, the fruit is 
being grown on 150 acres this year.  

Pankaj Kumar Gain, a farmer from 
the area, said the few people who 
planted watermelon there last year 
made a good profit.

Encouraged by their success, 
more than 100 farmers are growing 
watermelon in the area this year. 
Higher returns from a minimal 
investment and labour are drawing 
more farmers into watermelon 
farming, he also said.  

Seasonal worker Rehena 
Begum, from Katianangla village 
of Batiaghata, said she used to be 
jobless around this time of the year, 
but thanks to watermelon farming, 
she has been making between Tk 350 
and Tk 400 every day, at an hourly 
wage rate of Tk 45 to Tk 50.       

Meanwhile, many farmers said 
they have been facing shortage in 
water for irrigation around this time 
of the year. 

All water bodies in the area 
dried up, while tube wells were 
not functioning due to a fall in 
groundwater level, said Aroni 
Mondal, a farmer in Katianangla 
village.

According to the DAE, in Khulna 
division, the highest amount of 

watermelon is produced in Khulna 
district, where 1,20,000 tonnes of 
the fruit, worth Tk 250 crore, was 
produced on 2,000 hectares of land 
last year.

This year, watermelon is being 
cultivated on about 3,407 hectares 
of land in Khulna, with 65 to 70 
percent of the total production 
being expected in Dacope upazila 
alone. More than 12,000 people are 
currently involved in the cultivation 
of the crop. 

Mehedi Hasan, agriculture 
officer in Dacope upazila, said 
they encourage locals to cultivate 
watermelon, as it is more profitable 
than rice.

Dumuria Upazila Agriculture 
Officer Mosaddek Hossain said 
watermelon fields can be seen in 
many villages in the upazila, where 
the fruit has been cultivated on 450 
acres of land.

A number of farmers said the 
government should set up cold 
storages in the area so excess 
production of watermelon can be 
preserved and exported overseas for 
more attractive returns.  

DAE Deputy Director Hafizur 
Rahman said farmers in Khulna 
made good profits from watermelon 
last year. 

Consequently, a wider area 
where only one crop used to be 
grown is now being brought under 
watermelon cultivation for the first 
time.

However, irrigation facilities in 
the area need to be improved for an 
increased production, he added. 

Workers tending saplings in a watermelon field in Katianagla village of Khulna’s Batiaghata 

upazila. The scrumptious summer fruit is being cultivated on about 3,407 hectares of land 

in the district this year.  
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Bridge that turned 
a death trap finally 
collapses
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

A worn-out bridge on a canal on Nagarpur-
Dargram via Chhanka Bazar in Tangail’s 
Nagarpur upazila has collapsed disrupting 
communication to the upazila health 
complex and adjacent Doulatpur and 
Saturia upazilas of Manikganj district and 
also Dhaka from the upazila headquarter.

The bridge, which remained at 
dilapidated condition for a long time, 
finally collapsed after a sand-laden truck 
crossed it at 9:00pm on Friday. However, 
no casualty was reported in the incident.

The bridge was a lurking danger for 
hundreds of people as well as vehicles, 
including heavy ones, moving through it.

However, the authorities concerned did 
not take any measures in this regard until 
it finally collapsed. Moreover, they at least 
did not hang any signboard at the ends of 
the risky bridge warning the people and 
transport workers, locals said.  

The bridge near the Nagarpur 
Government Primary School and Upazila 
Health Complex was constructed before 
the Independence of Bangladesh but no 
repairing or reforms except for painting 
its railings was done in the past years, told 
Abdus Salam, 70, owner of a grocery shop 
near the bridge.

“As there is no alternative way nearby, 
people were also moving through the 
damaged bridge taking risk,” he said.

Ramkrishna Saha Rama, a local rights 
activist, said the ancient and worn out 
bridge remained in a vulnerable condition 
for long and eventually could cause 
causalities. 

“The authorities should have taken 
immediate steps to resolve the problem,” 
he said. 

Contacted, Mahbubur Rahman, 
upazila engineer (Local Government and 
Engineering Department) in Nagarpur, said 
they have already discussed the matter with 
the upazila administration and concerned 
others to resolve the problem. 

“As the canal has silted up and died, we 
have taken plan to link up the gap with a 
road in place of the bridge filling earth and 
Haring Bone Bond (HBB) works. The works 
will start very soon,” he said.

“We have also deployed a watchman on 
there for cautioning the commuters. The 
commuters are also being requested to use 
alternative ways to go to their destination 
until completion of the works,” he added.

The worn-out bridge on a canal in 

Tangail’s Nagarpur upazila collapses 

when a sand-laden truck was crossing it 

on Friday night. PHOTO: STAR 

Four hundred and nineteen 419 bus staffers, who have been sitting idle due to the ongoing countrywide 

lockdown, received 15 kilograms of rice each from Tangail’s Gopalpur upazila administration on Tuesday. Tangail 

district administration allocated 63 tonnes of rice for a total of 4223 bus staffers in all the 12 upazilas of the 

district. PHOTO: STAR


