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Elevated metro line

collapses in Mexico
At least 23 killed, dozens hurt

AFP, Mexico City

An elevated metro line collapsed in the Mexican capital :
on Monday, leaving at least 23 people dead and dozens :
injured as a train came plunging down, authorities said.
Carriages were seen hanging from the overpass in a :
tangle of twisted cables with the ends pointing towards the :

ground in a V-shape.

“Unfortunately there are 23 deceased,” including :
minors, Mexico City Mayor Claudia Sheinbaum told :
reporters at the scene in the south of the capital. :

Around 65 others received hospital treatment following :
the dramatic accident, one of the worst to strike the Mexico :
City metro since it was inaugurated in 1969. :

Anxious relatives gathered at the site awaiting news of :
those believed to have been aboard the train. :

Dozens of emergency workers were seen trying to rescue :

victims from the carriages.

The work had to be suspended because of fears the :
wreckage was too unstable, but it later resumed with the :

help of a crane.

A car was trapped under the rubble, but a person inside

managed to get out alive, she said.

Sheinbaum promised a structural examination of the :
affected metro line, which will remain closed, and a full :
investigation into the causes of the accident. :

“We will report the whole truth. Our support to all :

victims,” Sheinbaum tweeted.

The Mexico City subway has 12 lines and carries millions

of passengers each day.

collapsed onto a busy road.

Rescuers work at a site where an overpass for a metro partially collapsed with train cars on it at Olivos station in Mexico
City, Mexico on Monday night. At least 23 people were killed and 65 were hospitalized when the railway overpass and train
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‘People have shown the way’

Mamata says Bengal showed ‘BJP can be defeated’ as she
dodges question on her possible PM bid in 2024

NDTV ONLINE

The Bengal election results have proved
that the BJP can be defeated and people
have shown the way, Mamata Banerjee
said yesterday on her remarkable victory.

“They need political oxygen,” she
quipped in an exclusive interview to
NDTV.

Defying most projections, Mamata
Banerjee won 213 seats (total 292) in
Bengal, limiting the BJP to double digits
(77).

“The BJP can be defeated. At the end
of the day it is a democracy and it is the
people’s choice that matters. People
have shown the way. In a democracy
you should not show audacity or ego.
I will request the Election Commission
to follow rajdharma and back not only
the BJP but all parties,” she told NDTV,
bringing up her party’s allegations about
the poll body’s bias and discrimination.

“The BJP is a communal party, they
are trouble-mongers, they are creating
fake videos, they are misusing their
powers, they misuse agencies; they want
to demolish federalism, bulldoze the
federal character of the country.”

People must come together to fight
the BJP, she said.

“This kind of agency politics (using
CBI, Enforcement Directorate) should
come to an end and that will be the end
of the Narendra Modi-Amit Shah era
of politics. Even the old BJP members

reject the Narendra Modi-Amit Shah
style of politics. The country cannot face
this kind of politics anymore. There are
many better candidates than Modi and
Amit Shah.”

But the firebrand politician, set for
her third term as Bengal Chief Minister,
was cautious on the possibility of
emerging as the opposition’s candidate
to take on Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in 2024.

“Sometimes you cannot decide all
the things right now. It is different
during election time. There has to be
a common minimum programme...
Now is the time to fight the Covid
battle. After the Covid battle is over,
we will decide, we will set up an expert
team also so that they can guide us.
Automatically it will come up. Because
the country cannot face this disaster.
This BJP means disaster.”

AFTERMATH OF USTROOPS PULLOUT
Thousands flee as clashes

flare in Aghanistan

AFP, Kandahar

Thousands of Afghans were forced to flee their homes as fierce fighting
erupted between government forces and the Taliban in a southern
province after the US military began withdrawing its remaining troops
from Afghanistan, officials said yesterday.

Afghan forces pushed back insurgent attacks on multiple checkpoints in
the past 24 hours itself in the province of Helmand where the US military
on Sunday handed over a base to government forces as part of its formal
pullout that began on May 1.

About 1,000 families have fled their homes to escape the fighting that
erupted on the outskirts of Lashkar Gah, the capital of Helmand, and some
other parts of the province, said Sayed Mohammad Ramin, the region'’s
director for refugees.

He said the families had taken refuge in Lashkar Gah and had come
from areas where fighting was intense in the past two days.

The defence ministry said government forces had killed more than 100
Taliban fighters in Helmand in the past 24 hours when the insurgents attacked
some checkpoints on the outskirts of Lashkar Gah. Another 22 al-Qaeda
fighters from Pakistan were also killed in the fighting, the ministry said.

Officials said the Taliban fighters initially captured some checkpoints
but they were retaken by government forces who pushed back the

Netanyahu faces midnight

deadline to form govt

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
faced a midnight deadline yesterday to form
a government, a daunting task that would
likely require convincing the Jewish far right
to cooperate with an Islamic party. Netanyahu
was given a 28-day window to forge a majority
coalition following a March 23 general election,
Israel’s fourth inconclusive vote in less than
two years. The prime minister’s right-wing
Likud party won the most seats in the vote, but
he failed to secure a majority in the 120-seat
parliament. A coalition will require coming to
terms with his estranged former protege Naftali
Bennett, leader of the hawkish Yamina party.
It will also require persuading the far-right
Religious Zionism alliance to tacitly cooperate
with the Islamic conservative Raam party.

Biden to allow up to 62,500

refugees into US after row

President Joe Biden announced Monday, after
coming under fierce criticism, that he was raising
the maximum number of refugees allowed
into the United States this year to 62,500 -- up
from the 15,000 cap imposed by his predecessor
Donald Trump. The change follows backlash
from allies over Biden's earlier decision to keep
the Trump-era limits -- a politically costly
moment of confusion that stood out in a White
House notable for its iron discipline in its first
three months. The program is only for refugees
selected by US security and intelligence agencies
from United Nations camps around the world.

Twitter bans Kangana
Ranaut for hateful posts

Twitter Inc says it has banned leading
Bollywood actress Kangana Ranaut, known for
her ardent support of Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, accusing her of violating its
rules on hateful conduct and abusive behaviour.
Following the election in by TMC over Modi’s
BJP, Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee’s party
was accused of violent attacks on its defeated
opponents, which it denies. In her tweet,
Ranaut called Banerjee an “unleashed monster”
and urged Modi to “tame her”.“We need super
gundai (hooliganism in Hindi) to kill gundai. ..
Modiji (a honorific) please show your Virat roop
(larger-than-life form) from the early 2000s,”
she posted, an apparent reference to 2002
Gujarat riots that took place when Modi was the
state chief minister.

Mamata to take oath as CM today
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BJP spokesman Sambit Patra, in New Delhi, said the
situation in West Bengal had never been witnessed
in India’s electoral history and termed the situation
“unbelievable”.

The National Congress also condemned the
post-polls violence saying such incidents were
unacceptable and people of the state have not voted
for lawlessness.

“The post-polls violence that has been unleashed
by the TMC on the Congress workers is unacceptable.
Even women and children are not spared. I'm sure
the people of West Bengal did not vote for this
lawlessness,” said Congress West Bengal in-charge
Jitin Prasada.

A BJP leader has appealed to the Supreme Court
for a probe into the violence by the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI). In his appeal, he said BJP
workers were attacked and killed and women have
been raped.

Killings of at least 12 people in the post-poll
violence -- a figure that may be higher than the number
of those killed during the month-long election.

Governor Jagdeep Dhankar tweeted yesterday
to say that the PM expressed “serious anguish and
concern at alarmingly worrisome law and order
situation”.

In a tweet tagging Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee, he also said, “I share grave concerns given
that violence, vandalism, arson, loot and killings
continue unabated”.

The BJP announced that it will hold a nationwide
dharna protesting the violence today. Party president

JP Nadda will present at the programme in WB.

The TMC came to power for the third time in
a row in West Bengal, pocketing 213 of the 292
Assembly seats that went to polls, while its main
challenger, the BJP, bagged 77 seats.

On Monday, Mamata called on Governor
Jagdeep Dhankhar at Raj Bhavan and resigned as the
chief minister, as is the practice, before she would be
administered the oath of office and secrecy again.

Senior TMC leader Partha Chatterjee said the
newly elected MLAs would be sworn in on Thursday.

The oath-taking ceremony will be a low-key affair
due to an unprecedented surge in Covid-19 cases.
Sources said it will be a brief ceremony spanning
55 minutes.

“Taking note of communication @AITCofficial
electing @MamataOfficial as leader of 17th WB
Legislative Assembly have invited her to take oath
of office of Chief Minister on May 5 at 10.45 am
at Raj Bhawan. In view of current Covid situation
function will be with limited audience,” he tweeted.

Indian cricket board President Sourav Ganguly
along with opposition leaders like BJP’s state chief
Dilip Ghosh, Left Front chairman Biman Bose,
Congress leader Abdul Manna and former chief
minister Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee have been
invited to the swearing-in ceremony, local media
reports said.

Abhishek Banerjee, Prashant Kishor, Firhad
Hakim are expected to be among the TMC leaders
to accompany Mamata for the occasion.

In her address to the people yesterday, Mamata
Banerjee appealed for calm and blamed the BJP for

insurgents. Taliban claimed to have killed dozens of Afghan forces.

the violence.

“Bengal is a peace-loving place,” said the chief
minister.

“During the elections, there has been some heat
and dust... The BJP did a lot of torture, also the
CAPE But I appeal to all for calm. Don’t indulge
in violence. If there is a dispute, inform the police
about it. The police must manage law and order,”
she added.

Mamata accused the BJP of trying to create
trouble in areas where they have won.

“This is BJP’s propaganda. Some sporadic
incidents are there, but it happens in every state. I
am not justifying violence. BJP is trying to create
communal clash, because of their shameful defeat,”
she said, insisting that she had been telling her
supporters to stay indoors and not celebrate at all.

Separately, in an interview with NDTV, Mamata
said the West Bengal election results have proved
that the BJP can be defeated and people have shown
the way.

“The BJP is a communal party, they are trouble-
mongers, they use fake videos, they misuse
their powers, they misuse agencies; they want to
demolish federalism, bulldoze the federal character
of the country.”

But the firebrand politician, however, was
cautious on the possibility of emerging as the
opposition’s candidate to take on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in 2024.

“You cannot decide on these things now.
There has to be discussion...,” she said leaving the
possibility open.

SOURCE: AFP, REUTERS

Rickshaw ‘ambulance’ offers

AFP, Bhopal

When  Indian  auto-rickshaw  driver
Mohammad Javed Khan saw people carrying
their coronavirus-stricken parents to hospitals
on their backs as they were too poor to afford
an ambulance, he knew he had to help.

Khan, a 34-year-old driver in the central
Indian city of Bhopal, sold his wife’s jewellery
and converted his three-wheeled vehicle
into a small ambulance, fitting it out with
an oxygen cylinder, an oximeter to measure
oxygen levels in the blood, and other medical
supplies.

As India grapples with a harrowing
Covid-19 crisis that has seen infections
skyrocket and the healthcare system stretched
to breaking point, individuals like Khan have
stepped forward to try and help their local
communities.

“A critically ill patient cannot be brought
to the hospital without oxygen support. So,
I thought, why not turn my three-wheeler
into an ambulance. It's not as spacious as an
ambulance, but it can surely save lives,” Khan
told AFP.

“I see young people struggling without

free oxygen to Covid patients

oxygen. Even when they call ambulances,
the ambulances are charging 5,000-10,000
rupees ($70-140). How will a poor person be
able to afford it?”

A donor provided him with a cylinder and
another with the oximeter. A doctor taught
Khan how to use the cylinder and oximeter
to safely supply the lifesaving gas to patients
as he drove them to a hospital.

Khan briefly ran into trouble with the
authorities when police charged him for
operating his auto-rickshaw without an
emergency permit during ockdown, India
Today reported. But after an outcry on social
media, police withdrew the charges and
issued him with a special pass, it added.
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IN REMEMBRANCE

AND PROFOUND RESPECT
FOR THE LIGHTHOUSES OF

PERSEVERANCE

Jamilur Reza Chowdhury

National Professor, Engineer, Researcher

and Scientist

A M M Safiullah
Researcher and Educator

Two of the foremost guardians in the
development of our country's infrastructure.
Our progress continues to be illuminated by

the light shown by them, which we pledge

to uphold.

A M M Safiullah
(1947-2021)
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