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Police said the group set up the factory in Kamrangichar 
recently. Before, they had a factory in Savar, and from there 
they distributed fake notes to different districts.  

DC Mashiur said Jiban is an expert in making fake notes 
and is connected with other gang members. Using the 
network, Jiban has already spread fake notes. Police are 
currently trying to estimate how much they spread so far. 

The gang was planning to increase the production of 
counterfeit notes ahead of Eid, he said.   

A case was filed against the arrestees under the Special 
Powers Act.   

Ensure 
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Adivasi Forum member 
Flora Bably Talang said the 
government must ensure 
proper disbursement 
of special incentives 
at the local level and 
create opportunity for 
Moulvibazar’s indigenous 
betel nut farmers to access 
agriculture soft loans.

Planning Minister M A 
Mannan, who joined the 
programme as chief guest, 
assured that the government 
is committed to the rights 
of indigenous people and 
he will raise his voice for 
the necessary allocation for 
them from the next budget.

Speakers also discussed 
the absence of proper data 
about the actual number of 
ethnic groups and the total 
population. They said this 
is the biggest challenge in 
determining the amount of 
allocation for them.

According to the 2011 
census, the government has 
data on 27 ethnic groups 
and the total population 
was 16 lakh.

However, in March 
2019, the Ministry of 
Culture published a 
gazette list of 50 ethnic 
groups, which indicated 
that more than half of the 
groups were left out of 
the 2011 census, and there 
are many misconceptions 
about population number, 
speakers said.

They also demanded 
ensuring the involvement 
of indigenous people and 
organisations in the SDG 
implementation process 
and creating a proper 
mechanism for that.

MJF executive director 
Shaheen Anam presided 
over the programme.

Member of Parliament 
Rashed Khan Menon; 
Nirupama Dewan, 
former member of 
National Human Rights 
Commission; and Raja 
Devashish Roy, Chakma 
Circle Chief spoke at the 
event, among others.

Clash, case, counter- 
case over land in Ctg

Ex-minister’s son, former BCL activist at loggerheads
FM MIZANUR RAHAMAN, CTG

A dispute over land has heated up between 
son of a former minister and a former 
Chhatra League activist, in the port city. 

Sanowara Group managing director 
Mujibur Rahman, son of former minister for 
expatriates’ welfare Nurul Islam, claimed he 
bought a piece of land in Chandgaon area 
next to a school founded by his father. 

Meanwhile, Md Shahedul Islam, an 
officer of Shahjalal Islami Bank Limited, said 
Mujibur has grabbed their land by attacking 
and threatening his family members and 
demanded Tk 2 crore as extortion. 

Claiming to be rightful owners of the 
land, the two parties clashed and filed case 
and counter case with Chandgaon Police 
Station last month. 

An extortion case was filed against 
Mujibur and six others while a case was 
filed against Shahedul and his seven 
family members over demanding Tk 50 
lakh, vandalising and looting “Chittagong 
Kindergarten and Hazera-Taju School and 
College”, following the land dispute. 

Shahedul’s uncle filed the extortion case 
while Md Selim, a security guard of the 
school, filed the extortion case. 

Contacted, Shahedul said their family 
had around 104-satak (around 62 kathas) 
of land in Murgir Farm area of Chandgaon’s 
Pathaniy-Goda Bazar Road. 

“Mujibur and his associates at different 
times threatened my family members to 
leave the property,” he alleged. 

He also claimed their family filed a case 
with the civil court but to no avail. 

“A few days ago, Mujibur demanded Tk 2 

crore to give our land back,”  said Shahedul. 
“On April 19, a group of miscreants 

under the direction of Mujibur stormed 
into our land and tried to build a boundary. 
They also attacked us. Some of my family 
members including me got injured when we 
tried to stop them,” claimed Shahedul. 

He said the case filed against them was 
false. “Mujibur staged the attack on his 
school to frame us,” he added. 

Shahedul also held a press conference 
over the issue at Chattogram Press Club. 

Contacted, Mujibur said, “Their 
[Shahedul] claims are baseless. We bought 
the land through proper channel to expand 
our educational institution.” 

He did not elaborate what he meant by 
“proper channel”.  

“After we bought the land, they 
[Shahedul’s family] started claiming to be 
its rightful owners, which is a lie,” he added. 

“Shahedul and his supporters vandalised 
the school. When we tried to stop them, 
they attacked my employees. They also filed 
a false case against me to tarnish my image,” 
he added. 

Meanwhile, officials of the school, on 
behalf of Mujibur, held a press conference 
yesterday at Chattogram Press Club.

Asked, Deputy Commissioner (north) 
Mokhlesur Rahman of Chattogram 
Metropolitan Police said, “It’s a disputed 
land and the matter is now under trial in 
the court.” 

“Both groups claim themselves to be 
the land’s rightful owner. On April 19, 
they locked into a clash in this regard,” he 
added. 

        journalist 
ABM Aminul 
Islam no more
OUR CORRESPONDENT, M’singh

ABM 
Aminul 
Islam Liton, 
Jamalpur 
corres-
pondent of 
The Daily 
Star, died of stroke at a 
Delhi hospital on Saturday. 
He was 52.

He was in the ICU for 
the last two days, family 
quoted doctors as saying.

He left behind his wife, a 
third-grader son, a daughter, 
father, six brothers, a host 
of relatives, colleagues and 
well-wishers.

Hailing from Jurkhali 
Charbandha in Motherganj 
upazila of Jamalpur, Aminul 
Islam was also an assistant 
professor of English at 
Nurunnahar Mirza Kashem 
College in Motherganj.

Aminul -- who had 
been suffering from kidney 
complications for last 
two years -- went to Delhi 
for kidney transplant in 
January. He was scheduled 
for a transplant on April 26.

But he along with 
his wife and his kidney 
donor were infected with 
Covid-19. The others 
recovered a few days ago, 
said Aminul’s younger 
brother Anisur Rahman 
Babul.

265 journos
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Meanwhile, Transparency 
International Bangladesh (TIB) has 
called for ensuring a conducive 
environment for free and professional 
media. 

In a statement issued yesterday 
marking World Press Freedom Day 
today, TIB said the risk of professional 
and economic crisis of mass media 
and journalists has intensified during 
the pandemic. 

Though the number of mass media 
has been increased step by step, 
political and business syndication and 
freedom of press from the DSA have 

become the barrier of professionalism 
and free flow of information, the 
statement said. 

TIB Executive Director Dr 
Iftekharuzzaman said Article 39 of 
the constitution of Bangladesh has 
ensured the freedom of thinking and 
conscience as well as the freedom of 
speech and expression of all citizens. 
It also ensured the freedom of press, 
he added. 

But due to direct and indirect 
pressure from different sides, this 
constitutional right has become a 
document in a file, he said. 

This failure to ensure freedom of 

press and professional protection 
of journalists makes the democratic 
foundation of the country weaker and 
it also hampers the rights to get non-
partial information. 

Businessmen are the owners of most 
media outlets. “Media Capture” has 
become institutionalised due to direct 
and indirect political involvement 
of this business community, said 
Iftekharuzzaman. 

For this reason, in many cases 
professional journalists are also forced 
to hide news for their protection, he 
added.

It might 
FROM PAGE 3

an emergency arise later 
on.

Justice Enayetur Rahim 
also remarked that public 
gatherings and people’s 
lack of their awareness 
about Covid-19 are beyond 
control and that they need 
to be made conscious of the 
situation.

On April 27, Supreme 
Court lawyers Mohammad 
Humayun Kabir Pallab 
and Mohammed Kawsar 
had jointly filed the writ 
petition with the HC.

Shopping malls
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Gabtoli and Sayedabad to press home 
their three-point demand including 
resumption of public transport 
services maintaining health protocols.

The workers, under the banner of 
Dhaka Metropolitan Road Transport 
Workers’ Union, brought out the 
procession in the morning.

They also demanded food 
assistance for unemployed transport 
workers.

On Friday, the transport owners’ 
association urged the government 
to immediately resume bus service 

in the country. The following day, 
Road Transport and Bridges Minister 
Obaidul Quader said that the 
government is considering resumption 
of public transport services in the 
country ahead of Eid.

Public transport services have been 
suspended in the country since April 
5, with the government announcing 
a countrywide lockdown to curb the 
spread of coronavirus.

Although operations of buses, 
train and launches have remained 
suspended, traffic movement on 
streets has increased significantly.

Yesterday, heavy traffic congestion 
was seen on Mirpur road, Technical 
area, New Market, Elephant road, 
Bangla Motor, Panthapath, and 
Karwan Bazar areas.

Witnesses said, the crowd was 
heavier yesterday because of transport 
workers’ protest and people rushing to 
the shopping centres.

Restrictions were imposed on the 
movement of people and public 
transportation to contain the second 
wave of Covid-19 on April 5. The 
restrictions have been extended until 
May 5 in phases.


