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EU lawmakers debate Brexit 
accord before decisive vote
REUTERS, Brussels

EU lawmakers debated the post-Brexit trade 
agreement between the European Union 
and Britain for the last time yesterday, 
ahead of a vote that is expected to give the 
accord overwhelming approval.  

That should be the final step towards 
ratification of the trade and cooperation 
deal, struck in December after more than 
four years of acrimonious negotiations and 
lingering mistrust as Britain ended 47 years 
of EU membership.

“This is a divorce. It is a warning, Brexit. 
It’s a failure of the European Union and 
we have to learn lessons from it,” the EU’s 
chief Brexit negotiator, Michel Barnier, 
told lawmakers, who gave him a standing 
ovation for his work.

The accord crafted in the last days of 
2020 only took force provisionally until 
the end of April, pending approval from 
the European Parliament. Lawmakers will 
vote late on Tuesday, with the outcome 
made public today morning.

There is no doubt that they will back 

the deal, after assembly committees earlier 
cleared it by 108 votes to 1. If they did not, 
EU-UK ties would fall back to basic WTO 
terms, with quotas and tariffs.

Even with a trade deal, British exports to 
the EU fell by 47% in January-February and 
imports by 20%, far more than the declines 
for any other EU trading partner.

However, there had been some doubt 
the vote would go ahead as parliament 
protested against British changes to trading 
arrangements in Northern Ireland, a move 
that prompted Brussels to launch legal action.

Once parliament has given its consent, 
the 27 EU countries are expected to rubber-
stamp the deal. The bloc will then inform 
Britain and the trade agreement will be 
formally concluded.

The lawmakers are also voting on a 17-
page accompanying resolution that calls 
Brexit a “historic mistake”. The text says 
parliament regrets the limited scope of the 
deal, which lacks cooperation on foreign 
policy or student exchanges, and notes that 
opportunities for Britain’s largely service-
based economy are “vastly reduced.”  

COVID-19 CRISIS

Army deployed 
in Pakistan to 
enforce rules
REUTERS, Islamabad

Pakistani troops have been 
deployed in 16 major cities 
to assist civilian authorities 
in enforcing measures 
meant to curb the spread of 
the coronavirus, including 
the wearing of masks in 
public and the closing of 
non-essential businesses 
after 6pm.  

“Starting at 6am this 
(Monday) morning, troops 
have been sent to aid the 
civilian administration 
in each district,” military 
spokesperson Major 
General Babar Iftikhar said.

Pakistan has recorded 
17,187 deaths and 800,452 
cases so far, and is in the 
midst of a third wave.

The federal government 
has opted not to impose 
nationwide lockdowns seen 
in some other countries, 
saying such measures could 
endanger the lives of many 
who rely on daily wages.   

POST-COUP CRISIS IN MYANMAR

Karen rebels attack 
army near Thai border

Capture camp; junta wants ‘stability’ before 
heeding Asean ‘consensus’ on violence, dialogue

REUTERS

Ethnic minority Karen insurgents attacked a 
Myanmar army outpost near the Thai border 
yesterday in some of the most intense 
clashes since a military coup nearly three 
months ago threw the country into crisis.  

The Karen National Union (KNU), 
Myanmar’s oldest rebel force, said it had 
captured the army camp on the west bank 
of the Salween river, which forms the 
border with Thailand.

The Myanmar military later hit back 
against the insurgents with air strikes, 
the KNU and Thai authorities said. There 
was no word on casualties and 450 Thai 
villagers were moved away from the border 
to safety, the Thai military said.

The Myanmar army made no comment. 
It has historically portrayed itself as the 
one institution that can keep together the 
ethnically diverse country of more than 53 
million people.

The fighting took place as the junta, 

in a setback for diplomatic efforts by the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(Asean), said it would “positively” consider 
the bloc’s suggestions to end the turmoil 
in Myanmar but only when stability was 
restored.

The Asean leaders said after meeting at 
the weekend they had reached a five-point 
consensus with the junta on steps to end 
violence and promote dialogue between 
the rival Myanmar sides.

Security forces have killed more than 
750 pro-democracy protesters since 
military took power on Feb 1, an activist 
group says.

The Karen and other ethnic minority 
forces based in frontier regions have 
supported the largely urban-based pro-
democracy opponents of the junta.

Fighting has also flared in the north 
and west, where the Irrawaddy news site 
reported 13 government soldiers were 
killed in clashes in Chin State over the past 
few days.  

COVID-19 ‘TSUNAMI’ IN INDIA

Unnecessary rush to 
hospitals a problem
Says WHO; relatives scramble for drugs

AGENCIES

People in India are rushing unnecessarily to hospital, exacerbating 
a crisis over surging Covid-19 infections caused by mass gatherings, 
more contagious variants and low vaccination rates, the World Health 
Organization (WHO) said yesterday.  

India’s death toll is now pushing towards 200,000, and hospitals that 
do not have enough oxygen supplies and beds are turning away patients.

Less than 15% of people infected with Covid-19 actually need hospital 
care and even fewer will need oxygen, WHO spokesman Tarik Jasarevic said.

“Currently, part of the problem is that many people rush to the hospital 
(also because they do not have access to information/advice), even though 
home-based care monitoring at home can be managed very safely,” 
Jasarevic said.

Community-level centres should screen and triage patients and provide 
advice on safe home care, while information is also made available via 
hotlines or dashboards, he said.

India is also facing severe shortages of medical supplies, with hospitals 
and crematoriums overwhelmed.

Manish Aggarwal celebrates with weary relief after laying his hands on 
precious doses of Covid-19 medication for his sick father -- a victory where 
thousands across India have not been so lucky.

He has been waiting in line outside a small pharmacy in Delhi for 
eight hours to secure remdesivir, and is rewarded with just two of the 
recommended six doses.

In the same queue are more than 100 people with loved ones in 
hospital. Only 30 people receive the medicine. As evening falls and the 
medical supplier shuts up his shop, some people outside start crying.

“This government has failed us so much that those who can normally 
survive also die,” says an exhausted Vinod Kumar, who has been waiting 
since 6 am but coudn’t get the medicine. 

Study: 1 in 
10 women 
experience 

miscarriage
AFP

One in seven pregnancies 
worldwide ends in 
miscarriage, and eleven 
percent of women endure 
a failed pregnancy at least 
once in their lifetime, 
experts said yesterday.  

Some 23 million 
miscarriages occur every 
year, according to data 
pieced together from 
around the globe by an 
international team of 31 
researchers.

But the actual tally is 
sure to be “substantially 
higher” due to 
underreporting, they 
said in a trio of studies 
published in The Lancet.

Two percent of 
women -- one in 50 
-- have experienced two 
miscarriages, while less 
that one percent have been 
through three or more.  

Family members and relatives perform the last rites amid the funeral pyres of victims who died of the Covid-19 coronavirus 

during mass cremation held at a crematorium in New Delhi, yesterday. PHOTO: AFP 
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US SC to 
take up gun 
rights case
AFP, Washington

The US Supreme Court 
agreed on Monday to hear a 
challenge backed by the gun 
lobby to a New York law 
that restricts the carrying of 
firearms outside the home.  

It will be the first major 
case involving the Second 
Amendment constitutional 
right to bear arms heard by 
the nation’s highest court in 
more than a decade.

The case will be argued 
before a Supreme Court with 
a 6-3 conservative majority 
and comes amid a gun 
control push by President 
Joe Biden in the wake of 
several mass shootings.

A more than century-
old New York law currently 
requires someone applying 
for a permit to carry a 
gun outside the home to 
establish “proper cause.”

The suit to be heard by 
the Supreme Court was 
brought by two men who 
were denied permits to carry 
handguns for self-defense.

The SC agreed to hear the 
case in its October term.

The court said it would 
limit arguments to the 
question: “Whether the 
state’s denial of petitioners’ 
applications for concealed-
carry licenses for self-
defense violated the Second 
Amendment.”

The Second Amendment 
to the Constitution is subject 
to various interpretations.

It reads: “A well regulated 
Militia, being necessary to 
the security of a free State, 
the right of the people to 
keep and bear Arms, shall 
not be infringed.”

For the National Rifle 
Association and many gun 
owners, it guarantees the 
rights of citizens to carry 
weapons.

In a landmark case in 
2008, the SC ruled that 
the Second Amendment 
ensured the right to have a 
gun at home and left it up 
to cities and states to set 
their own rules on carrying 
firearms outside the home.

There were more than 
43,000 gun-related deaths 
in the United States last 
year, including suicides, 
according to the Gun 
Violence Archive.  

A waiter pours wine 

as a woman sits down 

at a restaurant in 

Rome, Italy, yesterday. 

Italian coffee 

bars, restaurants, 

cinemas and theatres 

partially reopened 

in most regions on 

Monday as part of a 

phased springtime 

relaxation of Covid-19 

lockdowns. Italy was 

the first Western 

country to be hit hard 

by Covid-19 in early 

2020, and health 

officials have stressed 

that people should 

still be careful, wear 

masks and maintain 

social distancing.


