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Half a century
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“I also did a skull X-ray, which showed the 
shrapnel lodged there,” he added. 

He said the shrapnel has affected the 
functioning of her brain for the last 50 years. 
Her condition is known as porencephaly. 

Porencephaly is an extremely rare 
cephalic (relating to the head or the 
head end of the body) disorder involving 
encephalomalacia (softening or loss of 
brain tissue after cerebral infarction, 
cerebral ischemia, infection, craniocerebral 
trauma, or other injury). 

Dr Walid said he also did a CT scan of 
her brain to determine if there were any 
other issues. The results showed extensive 
damages to her brain due to the shrapnel, 
he added. 

“Surviving 50 years this way is a rare 
occurrence,” he said. 

He said surgically removing the shrapnel 
will be quite risky, and not to mention, 
expensive. He recommended taking her to 
Dhaka for better treatment. 

During a recent visit to Nurjahan’s 
house, she was found sitting in a corner, 
staring heavenward as her lips moved 
silently. 

Her eldest son Mubarak Hossain, a 
Saudi expatriate, said he heard about what 
happened to her mother from relatives and 
local freedom fighters. 

“My parents used to live in Akhaura back 
then. It was in April when Pakistan forces 
attacked and killed many freedom-loving 
Bangalees there.” 

“My mother’s parents and siblings also 
died in the attack,” he added. 

“After my mother got injured, she was 
admitted to Agartala Hospital in Tripura. 
Father brought her back home after the 
war,” he said. 

Mubarak’s younger sister Momota 
Begum said after the Liberation War, their 
father had to sell his only piece of land in 
Akhaura due to financial crisis. 

“In 1976, we moved to Kulaura. As 
a landless family, we took shelter in 
Tilagaon’s Langla Khas land,” she said. 

Since 1996, their father started receiving 
honorarium as a freedom fighter and 
sent one of the five sisters abroad. The 
family later bought a piece of land in West 
Gurabhui and built a small house. 

Nuru Mia passed away on June 2, 2019. 
“In the beginning, mother used to limp 

around but she lost her mobility eventually. 
Recently, she has started to forget things. 
She even drank some pesticide mistakenly 
one day. So we took her to see Dr Walid,” 
said Kohinur Begum, wife of Mubarak. 

Asked, Bahar Mia Maldar, former 
commander of Akhaura upazila 
Muktijoddha Sangsad, said Nuru Mia 
fought for independence under Sector 3. 

On April 28, 1971, Pakistan forces 
launched their first attack on Akhaura. 
Nurjahan got injured in their mortar attack, 
he added. 

ATM Farhad Chowdhury, UNO of 
Kulaura upazila, said, “We have contacted 
the family and arranged an ambulance to 
take her to Dhaka for treatment.” 

Family members took Nurjahan to the 
capital on Sunday night. 

They met with Dr Md Zahed Hossain, 
professor of Neurosurgery & Allied 
Departments, at the state-run National 
Institute of Neurosciences & Hospital in 
Sher-e-Bangla Nagar on Monday afternoon. 

Contacted, Dr Hossain said, “We have 
admitted the patient and kept her under 
observation. We will form a medical board 
for her treatment soon.”  
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welfare, as dictated in our constitution. 
Unfortunately, the government only 
prioritises the revenue aspect, ignoring how 
it impacts people’s lives,” said eminent 
economist Dr Qazi Kholiquzzaman 
Ahmad, who was also convener of National 
Anti-Tobacco Platform.

“To hike tobacco taxes and prices, we 
can always follow the precedents set by 
neighbouring Sri Lanka. We can progress 
through learning from each other. We 
also need to educate the youth on the 
detrimental effects of tobacco,” said 
Prof AAMS Arefin Siddique, former vice-
chancellor of Dhaka University.

Speakers said implementation of their 
proposals for tax and price hike will 
encourage 1.1 million people to quit 

smoking, prevent premature deaths of 
3,90,000 adults and 4,00,000 current 
youths, and earn Tk 3,400 crore as additional 
revenue from supplementary duty, health 
development surcharge and VAT.

Among others, Bangladesh Institute 
of Development Studies Senior Research 
Fellow Dr Nazneen Ahmed, Bangladesh 
Institute of International and Strategic 
Studies Research Director Dr Mahfuz 
Kabir and Campaign for Tobacco-Free 
Kids, Bangladesh Lead Policy Advisor Md 
Mostafizur Rahman talked on the matter.

The event was hosted by ATMA Co-
convener Nadira Kiron. Its convener 
Mortuza Haider Liton, Progga Executive 
Director ABM Zubair and representatives of 
anti-tobacco groups joined the evemt.

Qatar makes 
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The PCR test will be 
repeated during and before 
the end of the quarantine 
period.

All passengers transiting 
through Qatar must have 
the mandatory pre-travel 
PCR test as mentioned in 
point 1, and in case they 
require another PCR test for 
their onward destination, 
they can have it at Hamad 
International Airport for a 
standard fee of QR300 per 
test.

The measures are 
effective from Thursday, 
April 29 at 12am (00:00 
hours) Doha time, the 
report said.

The MoPH affirmed, in a 
statement, that it is closely 
monitoring the situation 
and taking the necessary 
measures in accordance 
with public health 
indicators in Qatar and 
worldwide, encouraging 
the population to adhere to 
the precautionary measures 
in order to preserve the 
health and safety of 
everyone.

Measures
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haul of eggs this year. 
Halda researcher Prof Dr Manzoorul Kibria told The 

Daily Star that ahead of every spawning season, poachers lay 
trap to catch brood fish. This year Halda saw no such illegal 
activity thanks to the surveillance by River Police, which set 
up an outpost at Ramdas Munsir Hat area of the river. 

“Apart from this, the government has declared the 
waterbody as Bangabandhu Fisheries Heritage, which 
obligated the authorities concerned to ban 12 types of 
activities in Halda including a ban on fishing, sand lifting 
and water withdrawal,” he said. 

If natural phenomena like rain also go in our favour and 
happens in due time, we can expect a big haul, which was 
the highest ever last year, said the professor. 

Prof Kibria said dolphins and brood are sighted 
regularly in the river, which is a promising indication for 
aquatic life. 

Elias Hossain, an egg collector of Halda river, told The 
Daily Star that the measures taken by the government 
intensified their hope to catch a big haul from the river. 

“We are fully prepared. Now we are waiting for heavy 
downpour accompanied by gusty wind and thunderstorm. 
That will create a favourable environment for the mother 
fish to lay eggs,” he said.

Free legal 
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report said. 
As a huge number of people in the country are 

impoverished, they hardly avail legal aid to protect and 
vindicate their legal rights and lawful causes. 

The Legal Aid Act was enacted in 2000 to ensure legal 
services to low-income and vulnerable citizens of the 
country. The National Legal Aid Agency was established 
the same year under this act.   

Legal aid committees are now working in all the districts 
under this organisation. Through it, the government has so 
far provided legal aid to 6,07,880 poor and helpless people 
at free of cost.   

UGC finds
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Master’s of Business 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
Foundation in Business 
and professional Diploma 
in International Business. 
All these courses’ tenure is 
from eight months to two 
years.

LSC, Dhaka had a record 
of circulating recruitment 
process on bdjobs.com, 
according to the release.

The Daily Star tried to 
contact LSC but found their 
land phone unreachable.

Earlier in March, 
UGC found that a non-
existent foreign university 
is operating a fake study 
centre in the capital. UGC 
said in a press release that 
an organisation named 
Lincoln’s Higher Education 
and Management is 
operating in Dhaka to 
admit students to the 
non-existent university 
“American Independent 
University, California, 
USA”.

ARMANITOLA FIRE

2 warehouse owners remanded
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday  placed two owners 
of an unauthorised chemical warehouse on 
a three-day  remand each in a case filed over 
the devastating fire that killed six  people in 
old Dhaka’s Armanitola on April 23. 

The accused are: Mostafizur Rahman 
and Mohammad Mostafa. Mostafizur was 
arrested from Nandigram of Bogura, while 
Mostafa from the capital’s Uttara. 

Dhaka  Metropolitan Magistrate Abu 

Sufiyan Md Noman passed the order after 
Inspector Mir  Rezaul Islam, the  case’s 
investigation officer, produced them before 
his court with a  10-day remand prayer. 

Both are the FIR-named accused in a 
case filed by Bangshal Police Station against 
eight named and 15 to 20 unnamed people. 

The  duo admitted storing chemicals 
and highly flammable goods at their  
warehouse in Haji Musa Mansion, the six-
storey building which caught  fire.

Rickshaw-van pullers 

sit idle in the capital’s 

Tejgaon area, as most 

of them remain without 

any work amid the 

lockdown, due to a 

lack of demand for 

their service. With no 

other income source, 

these workers are one 

of the worst-hit by the 

pandemic. Their health 

is also at risk, as they 

don’t seem to wear 

face-masks or maintain 

social distancing. 

This photo was taken 

yesterday from the 

capital’s Tejgaon. 
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