
CITY DHAKA MONDAY APRIL 26, 2021, BAISHAKH 13, 1428 BS4

THE IMPACT RANKING

DIU ranks top 
among universities
from Bangladesh
CITY DESK

The Times Higher Education (THE) Impact Ranking 
results 2021 has ranked Daffodil International University 
(DIU) first among Bangladeshi universities. Released on 
Wednesday, the rankings positioned DIU in the range of 
301 to 400 among 1,115 universities worldwide. 

DIU is placed first among seven universities ranked from 
Bangladesh in the rankings. THE Impact Ranking measured 
the achievement of the participating universities’ United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals performance and 
ranked accordingly. Brac University has ranked second 
among the Bangladeshi universities, said a press release. 

DIU has been ranked within the top 50 among 966 
universities ranked globally in Quality Education (SDG-
4). It is a recognition of the university’s continuous 
development in teaching and learning as well as its 
knowledge acquisition culture, the press release said. 

The full rankings can be seen at: https://www.
timeshighereducation.com/rankings/impact/2021/overall.
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Knowing that only one ICU bed was vacant, 
Fatema Begum at the reception area of the 
hospital was at a loss. She was planning to 
shift her 70-year-old father here from the 
ICU of Birdem hospital. 

“We had to pay Birdem hospital more 
than Tk 1.5 lakh for ICU service in the last 
24 hours. It’s too expensive for us,” Fatema, 
told The Daily Star on Thursday. 

Malasirema, a nurse at the emergency 
department of the hospital, said, “We’ve 
been facing a huge rush of patients.”

MANPOWER SHORTAGRE

Initially, the hospital started operation with 
50 ICU beds, 50 emergency beds, and 150 
general beds with 130 doctors, 200 nurses, 
around 300 staffers and 100 army personnel 
to supervise the operation. 

As the number of ICU beds in operation 
has increased, the hospital authorities are 
struggling to serve patients with quality 
service with the same workforce. 

A doctor who came to visit her Covid-19 
infected relative at the hospital’s ICU said, 
“All necessary equipment is there. But the 
service is not good yet.” 

During a visit on Thursday afternoon, 
this correspondent saw attendants shifting 
a patient from the ICU to a private hospital. 

“The service is very poor. We are shifting 
our patient to the nearby Impulse Hospital. 
We have to pay Tk 60,000 per day there, 
but we have no other way,” alleged Enamul 
Haque, an attendant. 

Brig Gen AKM Nasir Uddin, director of 
the hospital, said, “We have increased our 
ICU bed capacity to 100 from 50. Almost 

all the beds are full. However, we have a 
shortage of human resources.” 

“New doctors and nurses are joining 
gradually. We will be able to resolve the 
issues by the end of this month,” he told The 
Daily Star on Thursday. 

Contacted yesterday, the director said, 
“By tomorrow (today), we will get 54 
consultants, 25 ICU nurses and five doctors 
from the armed forces. Besides, another 100 
nurses are joinng us soon.” 

NO DIAGNOSTIC SERVICES

Meanwhile, the hospital is yet to launch 
pathology test and diagnosis services for 
patients. 

Nurjahan Begum [not her real name] said 
she had to spend Tk 10,000 for pathological 
tests of her husband in 24 hours since 
Wednesday. 

“As there is no diagnosis facility here, we 
had to take my husband out of the hospital 
in an ambulance to a nearby diagnostic 
centre,” she told this correspondent. 

About the absence pathology service, the 
hospital director said, “The pathology labs 
are under construction. We have received 
most of the necessary equipment already 
and the labs will start operating soon.” 

“Besides to mitigate the crisis, we have 
started operating the pathology lab in a 
limited scale and for the time being, we 
are using two portable X-ray machines,” he 
added. 

At full capacity, this dedicated Covid-19 
hospital can have 212 ICU and 250 HDU 
beds, and 540 isolated high care rooms for 
Covid-19 patients, according to hospital 
sources. 

Free facilities
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because they can just isolate at home. 
“Only those who need oxygen support 
come to hospitals but poor patients 
rush to government hospitals and well-
off patients to private clinics,” he said.

There are vacant beds at government 
hospitals too. In Chattogram General 
Hospital (CGH), a total of 78 patients 
were admitted in the 150-bed Covid-19 
ward while 21 patients were admitted 
in the 32-bed ward in Bangladesh 
Institute of Tropical and Infectious 
Diseases (BITID). Meanwhile, 82 
patients were admitted in the 100-bed 
Covid-19 ward in Chattogram Medical 
College Hospital on Saturday, said 
sources in the hospitals.

Meanwhile, private hospitals are 
almost overwhelmed by patients.

In Chattogram Ma O Shishu 
Hospital, 138 patients were admitted 
on Saturday in their 140-bed ward, 
said Rezaul Karim, member secretary 
of Covid-19 management cell.

At Max Hospital, 45 patients were 
admitted against 50 dedicated beds 
for Covid-19 patients and in Parkview 
Hospital, all the 80 beds dedicated for 
Covid-19 patients were filled up on 
Saturday, said sources in the hospitals.

Public health expert Dr Mamunur 
Rashid, also associate professor of 
clinical and tropical medicine at 
BITID, said, “People are not panicked 
over Covid-19 like they were at the 
onset of the pandemic last year. So 
most patients with mild to moderate 
symptoms are receiving treatment at 
home instead of visiting the hospital.”

“Only those who feel breathing 
problems are seen visiting the 
hospitals,” he added. 

Asked about the higher ratio of 
patients in private hospitals, Dr 
Mamunur opined, “Well-off groups 
prefer private hospitals, while middle-
class people also follow suit because 
they think private hospitals offer better 
treatment for the high price.”

“Mostly lower-income groups rush 
to government hospitals,” he said. 

Echoing the statement, CMCH 
director Brig Gen SM Humayun 
Kabir said many patients initially 
get admitted to private hospitals but 
when they need ICU support at one 
stage, they want to shift to CMCH as 
the ICU is highly expensive in private 
hospitals.

“I say to them my patients at CMCH 
would get ICU support first if they need 

it. If beds are vacant and not needed 
for my patients, only then can I allow 
patients from outside in ICU,” he said.

Dr Abdur Rob, senior consultant 
and head of Covid-19 ward at CGH, 
said, “Last year when the pandemic 
began, most doctors stopped private 
practice and doctors had no experience 
about the treatment of Covid-19.”

“Now, the doctors are more 
experienced and many have resumed 
private practice. So patients are availing 
treatment from there instead of 
hospitals as well,” he explained.

“However, private hospitals 
are becoming overwhelmed with 
patients. People in our society have a 
misconception that they will get better 
treatment only if they spend more 
money,” said Dr Abdur Rob.

“Yes, treatment requires money. But 
in private hospitals, patients pay out 
of their pocket. In public hospitals, 
the same treatment is subsidised by 
the government,” he added. 

According to Chattogram Civil 
Surgeon’s office, a total of 279 positive 
cases were detected in Chattogram on 
Saturday, while the number of detected 
Covid-19 cases was 298 and 278 on 
Friday and Thursday respectively.

BMRC to 
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cause harm) and thus prevent infection from the vaccine. 
One benefit is that they can be given to people with 

weakened immune systems. 
According to www.covid-19vaccinetracker.org, the 

phase I trial of SARS-CoV-2 began in May 2020 and its 
results were released in October 2020 and phase II trial 
began in June 2020. 

IMBCAMS started phase III trial late January this year in 
Malaysia, it shows. 

On March 29, IMBCAMS wrote a letter to Bangladesh 
embassy in China saying that the unexpected delay has 
seriously impacted the implementation of phase III 
clinical trial. 

“Once the vaccine is successfully marketed, IMBCAMS 
will give priority to Bangladesh and donate 100,000 doses 
of vaccine for free,” reads the letter. 

The Daily Star obtained a copy of the letter which says 
the trial will be carried out in Malaysia, Brazil, Mexico and 
Bangladesh in sequence. 

According to the letter, IMBCAMS contacted 
International Center for Diarrhoeal Disease Research, 
Bangladesh (icddr,b) in August 2020 and signed a clinical 
trial agreement. 

The trial protocol was approved by the Research Review 
Committee and Ethical Review Committee of icddr,b on 
December 10, 2020 and December 20, 2020 respectively. 

On behalf of IMBCAMS, the Icddr,b submitted the 
application to BMRC on December 20, 2020. 

The first project funds -- US$ 1048846.20 -- was also 
paid to icddr,b on January 6, 2021 for the trial, the letter 
reads. 

On April 1, the embassy forwarded the letter to the 
director general of Corona Cell of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. 

Contacted, KSM Mostafizur Rahman, managing director 
of One Pharma, local agent of the Chinese company, said 
it is a US $50 million project of which 20 percent money 
is paid to icddr,b. 

“We’re yet to get any approval. If the approval is given, 
IMBCAMS will be able to initiate the trial from July,” he 
said. “One Pharma has infrastructure to preserve vaccines 
at 2 to 8 degree Celsius and a good network throughout 
the country.” 

Contacted, Prof Dr Syed Modasser Ali, chairman of the 
executive committee at BMRC, said it is always good to 
have more than one source of vaccine. 

“We could not understand that the Covid-19 situation 
would deteriorate and we don’t know when it will stop. 
So it is better to have more than one source for vaccine,” 
he said. 

Asked about the delay, he said the ethical committee is 
supposed to look after it. 

Contacted, Dr Shahla said due to various complexities 
they could not hold a meeting in this regard. 

She did not elaborate any further.

Syed Abul 
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guide future generations 
for many centuries to 
come.”

Centre for Policy 
Dialogue’s Distinguished 
Fellow Dr Debapriya 
Bhattacharya said, “Syed 
Abul Maksud was a true 
public intellectual who 
utilised his vast knowledge 
for the correction and 
reconstruction of our 
society.”

Mujahidul Islam Selim, 
president of Communist 
Party of Bangladesh, said, 
“Syed Abul Maksud was a 
rare breed of scholar who, 
many times, took to the 
street all alone for what 
he believed right and for 
what he believed wrong. 
His courage and activism 
inspired all of us.”

Sheikh Shahidul Islam, 
Awami League politician 
and former minister, said, 
“He never fulfilled his 
responsibility just by giving 
statements and speeches. 
He participated in every 
struggle, movement 
physically. Our future 
generations have many 
things to learn from this 
great life.”

Journalist Sohrab Hasan 
said, “He was a journalist 
of a different kind. He 
interacted with mass 
people.”

“He travelled to all 
corners of Bangladesh to 
write for the oppressed 
and marginalised people,” 
Sohrab Hossain added.

Chairing the seminar, 
Shujan central executive 
committee member Justice 
MA Matin said, “He 
resigned from Bangladesh 
Shangbad Shangstha but 
never compromised with 
his humanist ideology. 
Very few people can do 
such sacrifice for ideology. 
Throughout his life, he was 
an honest and courageous 
person.”

Eminent jurist Shahdeen 
Malik; Adviser to Institute 
of Epidemiology Disease 
Control and Research 
Mushtuq Hossain, 
journalist Ajoy Dasgupta, 
and Maksud’s son Syed 
Nasif Maksud also spoke at 
the seminar.

Rahmatullah 
passes away
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F o r m e r 
a d m i n i s -
t r a t i v e 
officer of 
Directorate 
G e n e r a l 
Health Services TM 
Rahmatullah passed away 
yesterday morning while 
undergoing treatment at 
Green Life Hospital.

He had been undergoing 
treatment there for some 
time after suffering a heart 
attack and brain stroke.

He had more than 20 
years of working experience 
with the health ministry, 
said a press release. 


