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A site near the Teesta Railway Bridge in Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila.
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The day the Char
Gokunda women rose up

Our CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Due to sociocultural factors, women’s
involvement in the Liberation War of
1971 was mostly indirect. But when their
pride and dignity were being desecrated
repeatedly by Pakistani occupation forces,
women in Char Gokunda village of Sadar
upazila rose to the occasion and took part
in an ambush on their oppressors.

Camped near the Teesta Railway
Bridge -- gateway to Lalmonirhat and
Kurigram districts, the Pakistan army
had been terrorising Char Gokunda and
surrounding villages by killing innocent
civilians, torching houses and abducting
Bangalee women including young girls.

The troops raided the villages at night
and forcibly took women and gitls to the
camp where they raped and murdered
their prey. Only a handful of the fortunate
ones made it back home alive.

After tolerating months of excruciating
persecution and anguish, the women of
Char Gokunda decided to strike back on
May 5, 1971.

According to a plan ironed out with
their male counterparts, the women kept
chilli powder at easily-accessible locations
of their houses. As two Pakistani soldiers
entered the village looking for prey,
women in a group surrounded them and
sprayed chilli powder into their eyes.

While they snatched firearms and
live ammunition from the two, men of
the village swooped in on the predators.
Together, the villagers beat the soldiers to
death.

Reminiscing on the past, villager

Aklima Bewa, aged 69, said, “Though I
can't recall the exact date of the incident,
I remember it took place in an evening.”

The ambush was jointly executed
by about 18 to 20 women and girls,
including her, with the help of men of the
village, she went on saying, “While the
two Pakistani soldiers were scouring the
village for prey [young women and girls],
we sprayed their faces with chilli powder
all at the same time.

“As we started to beat up the two, the
men of the village joined hands. The Pakis
died on the spot,” Aklima added.

Mahir Uddin, 70, was one of the male
members of the village who took part in
the ambush.

He said he and other villagers took
the weapons from the intruders and
later handed those over to the Bangalee
members of the then East Pakistan Rifles,
as the latter had been organising local
youths to join the resistance.

“We buried the bodies in sands of the
Teesta riverbed. Later the Pakistan army
retaliated by torching our houses. All of
us fled from the village and took refuge in
safer locations. Many fled to India,” Mahir
Uddin also said.

Locals said the Pakistanis that day
torched houses in neighbouring villages
as well.

On December 8, two days after
Lalmonirhat was liberated from Pakistani
occupation, a large number of human
skeletons, mostly of females, were
unearthed from the bed of the Teesta, they
added.
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Crop fields lying forsaken as
men flee houses fearing arrest

Our CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

All the jute plants are drying in
fields in three unions of Saltha
upazila as almost all the men of the
three unions have gone into hiding
following cases filed in connection
with the violence on April 5.

According to the Saltha upazila
Agriculture Office, there are 4,530
hectares of cultivable land in
Sonapur, Bhawal and Ramkantapur
unions.

A total of 3,990 hectares of land
of the three unions have been
brought under jute cultivation this
year.

Besides jute, Boro paddy has
been cultivated in 156 hectares and
different types of vegetables have
been cultivated in the rest of the
land.

But due to the absence of the
male members in the three unions,
all the jute plants are drying up in
fields and they immediate irrigation
and weeding.

Meanwhile, five cases have
been filed so far over the attacks
on different government offices
and infrastructures in the upazila
on April 5 against 261 named and
4,000 unnamed people. Police
have so far arrested 89 persons in
connection with the attack.

For this reason, those who were
involved in the incident have fled
to escape arrest, the ones who had
nothing to do with it are also on the
run fearing arrest.

Visiting different villages, this
correspondent found that almost
all the male members of these
three unions were absent from
their houses. Only women, old
people and children were to be seen
in the houses.

This has affected the agricultural
sector. “This region is renowned
for Jute and onion. After the onion
cultivation, the farmer of our area
has cultivated jute in the land. Jute
has just started to grow. If we do
not take care properly, we will not

The jute fields in three unions of Faridpur’s Saltha upazila have been
drying up as almost all the men of the unions went into hiding following
cases filed in connection with violence on April 5.

get the desired production,” some
villagers said.

Farida Parvin, 39, a housewife of
Purora village under Bhawal union
said, “My husband is a rickshaw
puller. He has been running
from house since April 5 after the
violence. We have cultivated jute
on two bighas of land after taking
lease. We have not been able to
irrigate the land for the last 15 days.
My elder daughter, 14, tires to weed
the land but it is not enough for our
land.”

Rehana Begum, 46, a housewife

of Fukra village under Sonapur
union said, “After the violence my
husband left our house to avoid
harassment. My husband has
cultivated jute on 1.5 bighas of
land this year. We cannot look after
at the land. All the jute plants are
drying up due to scorching heat.”
Hashi Begum, 51, a housewife of
Bhawal village said, “My husband
is the only male member in our
family. I have six daughters. We
have no vegetables in our house. We
have been passing our days eating
only rice and boiled potatoes. On
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the other our crops fields are being
damaged.”

Jibangsu Das, Upazila
Agriculture Officer of Saltha upazila
said, “The corps fields of Sonapur,
Bhawal and Ramkantapur union
are getting damaged gradually due
to lack of care. If the farmers do not
take care of their jute within two or
three days, at least 30-40 of the jute
plants will die due to lack of water.”

We have also discussed about the
matter with police and we shall talk
with local representatives to solve
the matter, he added.

BAGERHAT SADAR UPAZILA

Doctors to make house calls
to Covid patlents homes

Our CORRESPONDENT, Bagerhat

Amid the gloomy atmosphere of the
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coronavirus pandemic wreaking havoc
across the country, a medical house
call service for Covid-19 patients
was inaugurated recently in Bagerhat
Sadar upazila.

Bagerhat Deputy Commissioner
ANM Faizul Haque launched a hotline
(017 3032 4793) for the service
- an initiative of Sheikh Tonmoy,
member of parliament in Bagerhat-2
constituency -- on Bagerhat Sadar
Hospital premises on April 14.

A total of four teams of physicians
led by Md Mirajul Karim, resident
medical officer of Bagerhat Sadar
Hospital, and a motor vehicle will
be on standby for deployment to any
home in the upazila.

Once a call is made on the number,
a team of doctors will rush to the
patient’s house and provide necessary
medical advice and medications to the
patient. If hospitalisation is required,
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to the doorsteps of the people.

As an added advantage, the spread
of the disease will be curbed, as Covid
patients will get necessary treatment at

house calls whenever they get a
distress call on the number -- a great
relief for the people of Bagerhat Sadar.
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dead

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Bandarban

Police early yesterday
recovered the decomposed
body of a youth, abducted
from Cumilla on March 22,
from remote Shingjiri area .
in Lama upazila.

The deceased, Oli Ullah,
17, a hafez, was a resident of
Cumilla’s Debidwar upazila.

Police on Tuesday night
detained Ariful Islam, 17,
and Foyez Ahmed, 38,
who took shelter in remote
Ruposhipara area, police
said.

Later, according to their
confession, police recovered
Oli’s body around 3:00am.
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A mobile court in a drive yesterday detained 11 people and sentenced them to 20
days’ imprisonment for illegally lifting sand from the Jamuna river in Tangail’s
Bhuanpur upazila. The court also fined the convicts a total of Tk 44,762.
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