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Pabna General Hospital where 50 beds of medicine unit are being used for the treatment of Covid-19 patients.
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ONE YEAR INTO FIrRsT CONFIRMED CoVvIiD CASE

Treatment facility in Pabna
remains same

Our CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

The First Covid-19 patient was identified in
Pabna on April 16 last year but on year down
the line the treatment facility in the district
remains the same although now there are
several thousand Covid-19 patients in the
district.

There is no scope to manage critical patients
in the district as the hospitals are not properly
equipped yet.

“The number of Covid-19 patients is
increasing still but we have the same old
treatment facility as we had a year back.
We don't have PCR lab, 4-bed ICU unit is
remaining inoperative, central oxygen supply
work in 250-bed Pabna General Hospital is
yet to be completed” Dr Saleh Mohammad
Ali, medicine consultant and also a specialist
doctor for the treatment of Covid-19, said.

“Hospitals are not properly equipped while
we are mostly treating patients with mild
symptoms here in Pabna,” Dr Saleh said.

“We don't have the scope to manage critical
patients here,” he added.

A total of 2,065 have been tested positive in
Pabna of them 193 patients have been identified
in last one week. A total of 12 Covid-19 patients
have reportedly died in last one year according
to the district civil surgeon’s office.

Dr KM Abu Jafar, deputy civil surgeon,
said the district health department is whole
heartedly trying to install a PCR lab in the
district and has already submitted a project of
Tk 2.7 crore, which is yet to be sanctioned.

“Due to the lack of testing facility, we are
taking samples from the patients and sending
Sirajganj's PCR lab for examination,” the
deputy civil surgeon said.

A 100-bed Covid-19 unit is running in Pabna
General Hospital’s medicine unit, he added.

Visiting the Pabna General Hospital, it was
found that 100-bed Covid-19 unit has been
reduced to 50-bed due to less number of
patients in the last few months.

Four-bed ICU unit in the hospital is not
functioning and the high flow nasal cannula is
also not in use due to the lack of central oxygen
supply. The work of installing central oxygen

supply in the hospital is yet to be completed.

“Due to less number of Covid-19 patients
last year, we have allotted 50 beds for medicine
unit patients. Suspected patients are kept in
isolation and a few patients are admitted in
the Covid-19 unit,” Dr Md. Aiyub Hossain,
assistant director of Pabna General Hospital,
said adding that the hospital authority has
preparation to reuse the 100 beds if the surge of
the patients further increases.

“Due to lack of central oxygen supply, we
cannot operate the ICU unit and the training
of doctors and nurses could not be initiated
till now to operate the unit.” Md Ruhul, an
administrative officer of the hospital said.

Md Aiyub Hossain, however, said “We are
trying to run the ICU unit as soon as possible.
Selected doctors and nurses will be trained
soon for operating the ICU unit.”

The work for installing the central-oxygen
supply in the hospital is undergoing but the
progress of the work is slow, Aiyub said adding
that the work is expected to be finished within
the next two months.

A zamindar mansion
taken over by drug

ranners

OuRr CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

A place that could have been an attractive
destination for archaeology and history
enthusiasts has turned into a den of
antisocial elements.

The derelict mansion, built in a bygone
era by the then Nawdanga zamindar, in
Nawdanga union of Kurigram’s Phulbari
upazila, is now a safe haven for drug dealers
and addicts -- thanks to the indifference of
law enforcers and government departments
concerned.

Without any routine patrol or raid by
law enforcers in the area, drug trade and
abuse continues in the abandoned building
openly, almost all throughout the day till
late at night, said locals.

They also said that they are too afraid
to report the illegal activity in the building
to the police as the latter never take action
against the criminals who are well-known
for their involvement in drugs trade in the
area.

Requesting not to be named, a resident
of the area said those who buy and sell
drugs in the building are affluent and
politically influential.

Although the increased availability of
drugs in the area has been a great concern
for most law-abiding citizens and parents
in the locality, the police are quizzically
turning a blind eye to the crime, he also

alleged.

Nawdanga Union Parishad Chairman
Musabber Ali Musa said many people
from different parts of the country visit the
historical Nawdanga Zamindar mansion
every day and they unfortunately get a
negative impression of the locality after
finding empty Phensedyl bottles and other
drug paraphernalia lying strewn in the
building.

He had informed the police of the
matter more than once, but they did not
yet take any action, he alleged, adding that
the police need to step up and protect the
historical zamindar mansion as well as
ensure peace and security of citizens.

Abu  Zafar, assistant director of
Department of Narcotics Control in
Kurigram claimed that he was not aware of
the situation.

Although they cannot always raid
drug dens due to limited work force and
transportation, they would soon take
necessary action against the drug dealers
at the Nawdanga zamindar mansion, he
added.

Contacted, Phulbari Police Station
Officer-in-Charge  Rajib Kumar Roy
admitted that the entire upazila of Phulbari
is facing drug problem.

He also said that they would go into
immediate action against the illicit drug
trade at the mansion.

Empty Phensedyl bottles and other drug paraphernalia are a common sight

inside the derelict mansion of Nawdanga zamindars, in Nawdanga union of

Kurigram’s Phulbari upazila.
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Fake doctor arrested,
clinic owner fined

Our CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

A mobile court raided a private clinic in Thakurgaon
municipality yesterday and detained a fake doctor from

there.

The detainee, Rakibul Ahsan, 33, is son of Nurul Islam,

who hails from Barishal.

The court led by Upazila Nirbahi Officer (UNO)
Abdullah Al Mamun also fined clinic owner Afazuddin
Bhuian, 57, Tk 20,000 for appointing Rakibul at the
hospital without examining his valid documents.

The UNO said on the basis of allegations from the
service seekers, who received treatment at the clinic, they
conducted a drive at Northern Digital Diagnostic Centre
at Purba Goalpara in the municipality around 2:00pm

yesterday.

Rakibul, who had been providing treatment to the
patients for the last two to three years, tried to flee the scene
when UNO Mamun asked him to show his registration
from Bangladesh Medical & Dental Council (BMDC).

Criminals on Saturday night vandalised the sculpture of Sheikh
Russel, youngest son on Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
installed in Charkhamba area of Jashore town.
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Youth held for raping

schoolgirl

Our CORRESPONDENT, Bagerhat

Jatka seized

Our CORRESPONDENT,

Police yesterday arrested a youth in connection with a case

for raping a fifth-grader in Sadar upazila.

The arrestee is Uzzal Kha, a resident of Benaygati village

in the upazila.

Earlier, father of the victim girl filed a case with Bagerhat | O1
Sadar Model Police Station accusing Uzzal and his mother

Farida Begum.

According to the case statement, Uzzal's mother Farida
Begum, also sister of the plaintiff of the case, came to the
victim’s house on February 15 and took the girl to her house

for a visit.

The girl finally returned to her patents house on March

29.

But seeing her physical illness and abnormal behaviour,
when her mother asked her about the reason the girl said
she was raped by Uzzal since February 17 till the day she

returned her home.

Officer in Charge of Sadar Model Police Station Azizul
Islam said after interrogation the arrestee was produced

before a court that sent him to jail.

Patuakhali
Police in a drive on
Saturday  night  seized

around 22 tonnes of Jatka,
hilsa fry, from the Toll Plaza
of Sheikh Kamal Bridge
Patuakhali-Kuakata
highway.

Five people were also
detained during the drive.

Later, the detainees were
produced before a mobile

court led by Kalapara
Assistant ~ Commissioner
(Land)  Jagat  Bandhu

Mandal the same night that
fined them Tk 10,000 each.

The seized fish were later
distributed among students
of different orphanages in
the town.

Pirojpur sunflower farmers

all smiles

Our CORRESPONDENT, Pirojpur

Farmers of Nazirpur's Baniary village
in the district are happy with good
production of sunflower which will
be harvested within two weeks.

Because of favourable weather,
production of sunflower is good this
year and they are expecting to make
good profit, farmers have said.

Toyob Ali Khan, a farmer of the
village, said after harvesting aman
paddy at the end of December they
began to plant sunflower.

“It takes three months to get mature
sunflower seeds,” he said.

“Usually, we need to spend Tk
6,000 for cultivating sunflower in one
bigha of land,” said farmer Fazar Ali
Khan of the village, adding that they
can make profit of Tk 15,000 from the
land.

Farmers have also said that they
don’t have to face any trouble in
selling sunflower seeds.

“Sun flower seeds have high
demand to the people as its oil is
healthier than any other edible oil,”
said farmer Abul Sheikh adding they
also use the oil for their family.

After harvesting sunflower from the
field, they will cultivate jute and boro
paddy in the same field, they said.

“Farmers can produce sunflower

without much effort,” said Bijan
Krishna
agriculture officer of Nazirpur upazila
agriculture office.

This year farmers have cultivated

A sunflower field in Nazirpur’s Baniary village of Pirojpur.

Howlader, sub-assistant he said.

year, he added.

rape attempt

Man held for
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two varieties of highbred sunflower,

Sunflower has been cultivated in
50 hectares of land in the upazila this

Our CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Police on Saturday night
arrested a man on charge
of attempting to rape an
intellectually ~ challenged
woman in Rangpur’s Kaunia
upazila the same night.

The arrestee, Abdul Latif
Bhutto, 50, a cook, is son
of late Abdul Mazid of
Dhumgara village.

Quoting the victim's
family members, police
said the 28-year-old woman
lives with her parents since
her husband abandoned
her a couple of months ago.

After having her meal on
Saturday night, when she
went to sleep in a separate
room Bhutto entered the
room and tried to rape her
forcibly.

Meanwhile, hearing
her cy for help, family
members and neighbours
and rushed to the spot
and rescued her around
10:30pm.

They also caught Bhutto
and handed him over to
police.

Officer in Charge of
Haragachh Police Station
Rezaul Karim said the
arrestee  was  produced
before a court yesterday that
sent him to jail.
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