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BR to run
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The special trains would operate on Dhaka-Sylhet and 
Chattogram-Sarishabari routes every day while the trains 
would run on two other routes every alternate day. 

FOOD GRAINS FROM INDIA BY FREIGHT TRAINS

Railways Secretary Salim Reza said apart from the freight 
train service in the country, freight trains are being operated 
to bring food grains from India. 

The amount of food grains -- rice and wheat -- brought 
to Bangladesh from India by trains continued to increase 
since January this year, showed BR documents. 

Total 141329.68 tonnes of food grains were imported 
in March using 140 trains while 48478.08 tonnes came to 
the country in the first 10 days of April by 55 trains, it said. 

Replying to another question, the railways minister said 
they would not bar contractors from doing construction 
works of railways project if they can do those maintaining 
health safety guidelines properly.

Ensure 
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With vaccine manufacturing countries prioritising their 
own populations, countries across South Asia have been 
scrambling to place orders to meet national demands. 

The situation has left hundreds of millions across 
the region unable to access vaccines for the foreseeable 
future, including groups such as Bangladesh’s one 
million Rohingya refugees and Afghanistan’s four million 
internally displaced. 

Amnesty International called upon governments 
to fulfil their human rights obligations and actively 
support a proposal to waive certain provisions of the 
TRIPS agreement, a global treaty governing intellectual 
property rights, which often restricts where, when and how 
medicines are produced. 

Pandemic
FROM PAGE 3

Mujibul said the work of child labour survey is supposed to 
start in 2021. “If that happens successfully, we will be able 
to know the actual picture of child labour in Bangladesh 
by the end of 2022,” he said, adding, “The government has 
already declared six sectors free of child labour and a few 
more sectors will be included after examining.”

The MP also said two years after undertaking a project 
worth Tk 284 crore by the labour ministry to eliminate 
hazardous work of childten through NGOs, the government 
is yet to select the NGOs, which is frustrating. 

Regular
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using information technology in order to protect the 
people’s constitutional rights, keeping the courts’ normal 
proceedings closed, according to the notifications.  

The notifications upheld the earlier decisions saying 
that Court No-1 of the Appellate Division (a full bench of 
the Appellate Division headed by the chief justice) will run 
judicial functions from 9:30am to 12pm on every Sunday, 
Tuesday and Thursday and its chamber judge will deal with 
the cases from 11am on every Monday and Wednesday.

Four High Court benches-- three division benches (two-
judge) and a single-member (one judge) --- out of total 52 
will perform judicial functions though using information 
technology to deal with urgent writ, civil, criminal and 
company and admiralty-related petitions.

Besides, a magistrate will deal with urgent cases under 
district and sessions judge, metropolitan sessions judge, 
women and children repression prevention tribunal, 
children court, chief judicial magistrate and chief 
metropolitan magistrate court in every district strictly 
following health safety guidelines during this period, 
according to the notifications.

On April 12, the SC administration issued another 
notification directing jail authorities not to produce 
under-trial prisoners before the lower courts or tribunals 
concerned during case proceedings -- including hearing of 
their bail petitions -- till further order, as a precaution to 
coronavirus outbreak.

Magistrates concerned can hold hearings on remand-
related petitions through video conference in association 
with jail authorities, it said.

15,000 apply
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have to follow the route given by police 
after applying. 

One  can collect the pass by entering their 
name, gender, age, reasons for movement, 
date and time for movement, NID, 
information about vehicles and photo. 

Sources said registration for the pass 
started around 11am yesterday and on an 
average 15,000 people were hitting the site 
every minute. But analysing applications, 
police issued pass for 2,000 to 2,500 people 
every minute, they added. 

Till 6:30pm, around six lakh people 
accessed the site and some 60,000 were 
able to complete registration and police 
issued around 30,000 passes against it, 
according to PHQ database. 

When asked if some will abuse this pass, 
IGP Benazir said, “Even in the midst of a 
pandemic, if anyone does that we will take 
legal action against them.” 

He said, “It is not necessary to take a 
movement pass and we are not forcing 
anyone. There is no legal issue here.” 

However, the IGP indicated that a person 
will face police interrogation if they come 
out of home without a pass. 

Asked what will happen to the 
marginalised people who do not have 
internet or smartphones and how they will 
collect this pass, he said, “About seven crore 
people in the country use internet. The 
marginalised population can take help of 
a neighbour in this regard. Besides, we will 
get daily feedback from the media.” 

Meanwhile, a special meeting was held 
at PHQ, presided over by the IGP, with field 
police officials to ensure a strict lockdown. 

Highway, railway and river police were 
instructed to ensure smooth movement 
of emergency services like food, medicine 
and produces. Industrial police will ensure 
movement of RMG and other workers. 

Tourist police will be responsible for 
closing all restaurants and hotels. Police 
officials were also instructed to monitor 
social media so no one can make instigating 
posts regarding Covid-19 or lockdown. 

50th martyrdom 
anniversary of five 
members of a family
CITY DESK

The 50th martyrdom anniversary of five members of the 
family of Saidur Rahman, Founder (President) of Projonmo 
’71 will be observed tomorrow, said a press release.

On this day in 1971, Fazlur Rahman, his wife Hosne 
Akhter, and three sons Mostafizur Rahman Moznu, a college 
student, Hasinur Rahman Hiron, a school student, and 
Azizur Rahman Babu, also a school student, were killed 
at their railway government residence in Sayedpur under 
Nilphamari by the Pakistani occupation forces and their 
collaborators for their involvement in the Liberation War.

Saidur’s mother was buried alive after being charged with 
a bayonet. Saidur along with his elder sister Dilruba khatun 
(Kajol) and younger sister late Camellia Rahman (Kakon) 
escaped narrowly.

Quran khwani will be held, and food will be distributed 
among the destitute on the occasion. All have been invited 
to pray seeking salvation of the departed souls.

Saidur Rahman is a senior news presenter of Channel i.

Music director
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Laila and “Dalchhut Projaputi”  voiced by 
Sabina Yasmin and Runa Laila. 

Farid had also made hundreds of title 
songs for popular shows such as Ityadi, 
Hridoye Mati O Manush and Channel-i 
Shera Kontho. 

Eminent singers Runa Laila, Kumar 
Bishwajit, Fahmida Nabi and many others 

paid their tributes and shared experiences of 
working with Farid. Besides, eminent actor 
Abul Hayat and Chanchal Chowdhury also 
paid their respects. 

His namaz-e-janaza was held after Asr 
prayers on Kalabagan Law College field. He 
was buried in Rayer Bazar Graveyard. 

He is survived by his wife, Shiuly Akhter, 
and daughter, Durdana Farid. 


