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Regulators fix LPG prices
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regulatory authority for the first time
in the country.

Before this, state-owned and
private companies used to fix their
prices separately.

“We welcome the legal process
that has initiated pricing. And it is
the outcome of our efforts. That's why
we're a little relieved,” Prof Shamsul
Alam, energy adviser of Consumers
Association of Bangladesh (CAB).

Prof Alam, however, said the
decision did not protect consumer
interests. “The issues that were given
importance in the public hearing
were not reflected here. Instead of
protecting the consumers’ interests,
there are examples of protecting the
interests of traders.”

At the public hearing on January
14, Tk 840 was mentioned as a
reasonable price of LPG in a 12kg
cylinder and the BERC's technical
committee recommended the price to
be fixed at Tk 866, Prof Alam said.

But the BERC has now set the price
onthebasis of theinternational market
rate of March. If the price was fixed in
January as per the recommendation of
the public hearing, the price of LPG
would have been Tk 866, he said. “So
it proves that the BERC strategically
gave traders this advantage.”

“This shows that BERC has failed to
protect the interests of consumers. On
the other hand, it could not ensure
neutrality in determining the LPG
price,” Prof Alam claimed.

Although the price of LPG fixed
by BERC is lower than the current
price, it is still beyond the purchasing
capacity of general consumers, said

Al Amin Khan, of Ruhily village in
Jamalpur’s Melandah upazila.

Al Amin, a schoolteacher of
Melandah, also urged the government
to revise the price, considering the
purchase capacity of people.

Meanwhile, Engineer Jakaria Jalal,
head of sales at Bashundhara LP Gas
Ltd, said, “We have no option but to
comply with the decision as it is a
decision of the state. But this price is
not realistic and sustainable. We will
write to the BERC to reconsider the
pricing.”

Before setting the price of LPG
by BERC yesterday, Bangladesh
Petroleum Corporation had been
fixing the price of LPG produced
by state-owned company, while the
private companies fixed their prices
on their own.

Speaking at yesterday’s press
conference, the BERC chairman
said they would revise the price
every month based on the price of
international market.

According to the BERC Act,
2000, electricity tariffs and prices
of downstream petroleum products
should be fixed by the energy regulator
through public hearings.

On November 29 last year, the
High Court issued a contempt of court
rule against the BERC chairman for
not complying with its directive over
fixing the price of LPG.

The HC bench issued the rule
during hearing a petition filed by CAB.

On December 15, the BERC
chairman unconditionally apologized
to the HC for not complying with its
directive.

Engage community to make
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Dr ASM Alamgir, principle scientific
officer at the IEDCR, queried why the
government has to do everything.

“To reduce transmission,
community organisations and
capable persons have to come forward
willingly,” he said.

He said it has been observed
globally that transmission has been
spread from mass gatherings.

“Closing tourism spots, shutting
down inter district traffic movement
were urgent and those have been
done,” he added.

He also said wearing masks and
maintaining other health safety
guidelines is more important than the
Covid-19 variants or vaccine coverage.

“If we wear masks correctly, we will
get 80 percent protection. So, we have to
adhere to health safety guidelines,” he
said. “Bringing a big number of people
under vaccine coverage is not easy.”

He said that the government is
going to announce an open tender to
procure Covid-19 vaccines.

Shafiul Islam Mohiuddin, member
of parliament and RMG industry
leader, stressed on supporting people
and daily earners who have lost jobs
due to the first lockdown last year and
also those who may incur losses in the
upcoming lockdown from tomorrow.

“A notable number of businesses
have already vanished due to the
pandemic. But it is important that
employees get compensation as per
law. The government has a fund of Tk
100 crore which can be used to directly
support the workers and employees in
case of losses,” Mohiuddin said.

“We have to learn how to live with
this pandemic... We have to place
importance on awareness instead of
panicking; we have to ensure that no
one can increase prices of life-saving
drugs and other products illogically,”
he said.

Faruque Hassan, president-elect of the

Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BGMEA), said
keeping garment factories open were
important both for the economy and
preventing virus transmission as in case
of closure workers would go back to their
home districts, risking further spread.

He claimed that his organisation has
ensured that health safety guidelines
are being maintained properly in the
factories.

“Our 10 field-level monitoring
teams and a third-party team in each
factory are enforcing health safety
guidelines,” he said.

About workers’ Eid bonuses and
wages, he said, “We will try to ensure
every factory will give proper wages and
bonuses by keeping factoriesopen.”

Taslima  Akter, activist and
photographer, however, disagreed with
the BGMEA chief saying the number of
Covid-19 tests is too little compared to
the 40 lakh RMG workers.

Md Helal Uddin, president, National
Association of Shop Owners in
Bangladesh, said, “Poor businessmen
are facing a difficult situation. So, we
have to consider whether there is any
scope to keep businesses open during
the Ramadan.”

Meanwhile, in a separate virtual
discussion, organised by Bangladesh
Health Watch, speakers stressed
on taking measures based on the
suggestions of epidemiologists.

Dr AM Zakir Hussain, member of
Working Group of Bangladesh Health
Watch, in his keynote speech, spoke
of some key issues regarding Covid-19
management.

He said there is an absence of
epidemiologists or public health
experts in the national technical
advisory committee while a lack of
coordination between bureaucrats
and the committee, ineffective
communication strategies and short-
sighted national level decision are
barriers to fighting the virus.

Pandemic a long way
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With 168,912 new cases, India accounts
for one in six of all new infections
globally, although the figure is still well
below the US peak of nearly 300,000
new cases on January 8.

Yesterday’s new infections carried
India past Brazil for a tally of 13.53
million, data compiled by Reuters
shows, ranking it the second-most
infected country after the United States,
with 31.2 million.

In the northern city of Haridwar,
nearly a million devotees thronged
the banks of the Ganges, a river many
Hindus consider holy, to participate
in the months-long ‘Kumbh Mela’ or
pitcher festival.

“The crowd here is surging...the
police are continuously appealing to
people to maintain social distancing,”
police official Sanjay Gunjyal told
Reuters at the site.

By mid-morning a million people
had taken a dip in the river, believed to
wash away one’s sins.

As India’s second wave of infections
builds, with fewer than 4% estimated

to have been vaccinated among a
population of 1.4 billion, experts say
the situation could have a long way to
go before it starts getting better.

“After cases declined in January-
February, we were very comfortable,”
said a panel of high court judges in
the western state of Gujarat, calling on
authorities to take urgent steps to rein
in the outbreak.

“Almost everyone forgot that there
was ever corona,” added the panel,
headed by Chief Justice Vikram Nath.

A full opening of the economy from
last year’s crippling lockdown, coupled
with the mass religious festivals and
political rallies in states heading to
elections have fuelled the crisis.

Meanwhile, Russia’s Covid vaccine
Sputnik V has been recommended for
emergency use in India by a committee
of experts.

If approved by regulator DCGI, this
will be the third vaccine to be used in
India after Serum Institute of India’s
Covishield - developed by Oxford-
AstraZeneca - and Bharat Biotech's
Covaxin.

Rejoinder
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the past.

The MP’s son said bringing
allegations against him was a heinous
conspiracy and an attempt to destroy
his ventures for the betterment of the
local people.

Nafis also said he wrote to the
Pabna deputy commissioner on
March 14 to conduct an independent
investigation into the allegations prior
to the publication of the news report
in question.

He said he was significantly
defamed, and his social acceptance,
acclamation, respect and goodwill
took a severe dent due to the
publication of the report.

There has been no grabbing
of private or government land
whatsoever and there has not been
any dispossession of any individual,
he added.

So, publication of such a one-
sided report based on allegations
of certain law-breaking individuals
without conducting an independent
investigation or waiting for the result
of the probe by the DC office is
unfortunate and unacceptable, Nafis
said.

The DU teacher expressed hope
that The Daily Star would retract
the news and be careful about such
issues, particularly about its Pabna
correspondent, in future for the sake
of his reputation and also that of
his family and the esteemed media
outlets.

OUR REPLY

While preparing the report, The Daily
Star talked to several local people who
confirmed land grabbing by Nasif.

The report was based on a
complaint lodged with the district

administration against Nasif by
Mominuzzaman Manik, a local.
Copies of the complaint were

submitted to some other government
officials, including the secretary to the
Cabinet Division, secretaries to the
home, law, and land ministries, and
commissioner of Rajshahi division
seeking justice.

The Daily Star has a copy of the
application.

The report contained comments of
the Pabna deputy commissioner on
the complaint lodged by local people.
The DC office had informed this
newspaper that the Cabinet Division
formed an inquiry committee in this
regard.

It also carried Nasif's comments on
the allegations and his plans about
the upcoming projects in the area and
also what he thought of those who
accused him of land grabbing.

So, it was not a one-sided report.

Also, The Daily Star correspondent
did not express his own views in
the report, but just wrote about the
allegations of some local people and
views of a local Awami League leader.

Student found
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and found the body stashed under a
blanket and quilts. There were several
injury marks on Sabbir's body, the
mother said.

Sohan Sarker, additional
superintendent of Cumilla (Sadar
circle) police, said he visited the spot
and detained three teachers, including
the headmaster.

The teachers during primary
interrogation said they did not know
anything about the student’s death,
Anwarul Haq, officer-in-charge of
Kotwali Police Station, told The Daily
Star.

A murder case was filed against two
teachers, including the headmaster.

The body was sent to Cumilla
Medical College morgue for an autopsy.

Mamata
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The EC ban against Mamata came
when polling in four of the eight
rounds was over.

Trinamool Congress party’s
lawmaker Derek O’Brien slammed
the campaign ban on Mamata and
said the EC stands for “Extremely
Compromised Commission.”

Scientists create
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and demonstrating collective behaviour
as part of a swarm of such robots.

The new version include a vast
array of upgrades. They are able to
assemble into a body from a host of
single cells, do not need muscle cells
to move around, and have a memory
that can be used to record things that
happen to them.

They are also faster and more
capable than the first version, and
have a longer lifespan. They can still
work together as a collective and heal
themselves.

War cabinet formed

FROM PAGE 12

bloody battle was in
for Comilla, a vital
communications centre.
APPEAL FOR  INTERNATIONAL
INITIATIVE

Oxfam and War on Want, two of the
principal charities responsible for
distributing the £1.5 million of relief
for Bangladesh given by British people
after the Bhola Cyclone, appealed
to the British government to take an
international initiative and help to
establish supply channels into the
country. They said that the country faced
a famine “of immeasurable extent” for
three reasons. Import of food grain,
vastly increased since the cyclone, had
now been stopped. Secondly, available

progress
supply and

stocks concentrated in storage centres at
Chittagong and other sites were unlikely
to have been distributed and some loss
must be assumed. Lastly, the war would
interrupt the harvesting of the present
small rice crops, planted between main
crops, and hinder the full planting of
the spring crop because seed crop and
fertilisers had not been distributed.
US ACKNOWLEDGES SALES OF
AMMUNITION TO PAKISTAN
The State Department conceded today
that the United States had been selling
approximately $2.5 million worth of
ammunition yearly to Pakistan since
1967 as “nonlethal” equipment.
Robert J. McCloskey, the state
department spokesman, explained that
United States supplies of both lethal

and nonlethal equipment had been
embargoed when the India-Pakistan
fighting erupted in 1965.

“In 1966 and 1967 the embargo was
lifted to permit sales of what we have
described as nonlethal equipment,”
McCloskey  said.  “Although I
acknowledge that to some extent it
included ammunition.”

McCloskey  acknowledged  that
President Agha Mohammad Yahya
Khan had still not responded to
proposals by the United Nations and
the United States for an international
relief effort in Bangladesh. He reiterated
the willingness of the United States to
assist in such an effort.

Shamsuddoza Sajen is a journalist
and researcher. He can be contacted at
sajen1986 @gmail.com
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