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IMPACT OF COVID-19 

Woman clothes peddlers appeal 
for govt stimulus package 
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

Women selling clothing door-to-door in 
Thakurgaon town have been facing the 
wrath of Covid-19 pandemic for about a 
year.

Many of them had been making a living 
from selling women’s clothing such as saris 
and ‘three-piece’ for over a decade. But their 
sales started to take a nosedive after the first 
wave of the pandemic hit the country last 
year. 

Although most of them suffered massive 
losses last year, none of them received any 
financial assistance under the stimulus 
package the government offered last year 
for businesses that had been affected badly 
by the pandemic.    

Before they got the chance to recover 
from last year’s losses, the second wave 
of the pandemic is spreading across the 
country in full force and the saleswomen 
have been witnessing their clothing sales 
decline sharply again this year.  

Many of the saleswomen said that they 
have been in immense hardship without 
any earnings, as their customers, worried 
about contracting the disease from them or 
the merchandise, are not agreeing to allow 
them on their house premises. 

Unless the government takes immediate 
steps to bring them under the coverage of 
its stimulus package offered for businesses 
affected by the coronavirus, it will be 
impossible for them and their dependents 
to survive trough this year’s crisis, they also 
said. 

This correspondent came across Fatema 
Begum, a widow from Collegepara area in 
Thakurgaon town, who was carrying two 
bags filled with merchandise on a street 
in Hajipara area of the town on a Friday 
afternoon.

Choking back tears, she said, “As my 
husband passed away a few months back, 
I am now the sole breadwinner for my 
two teenage sons. I don’t know how else I 
would provide for the family.”  

The family had been struggling 
financially since the pandemic hit the 

country last year, when she suffered a loss 
of about Tk 70 thousand. She had gathered 
some of the amount as loan from an NGO 
and the rest was her lifesavings.

Although she had been selling sari and 
‘three-piece’ from door to door for about 
15 years, she upheld her dignity by refusing 
to accept charity from others, Fatema said, 
adding that she never saw such a time when 
people did not allow salespeople like her 
enter their houses.

Another saleswoman, Rahela Begum, 
from Fakirpara in the town, said she used 
to go to different houses and make a daily 
profit between Tk 500 and Tk 1,000 by 
selling sari, ‘three-piece’ and bedcover. 

But after the Covid-19 broke out, there 
have been nothing but misery for her and 
her family as the outbreak caused her lose 
the capital she invested and rendered her 
jobless for nearly four months, said the 
40-year-old.

Wholesaler Ruma Akhter, from the same 
area, said about 25 to 30 women used 
to buy merchandise from her, but now 
only four or five of them are being able 

to continue their businesses, but in a very 
small scale.

Nurul Haque, deputy director of 
Bangladesh Small and Cottage Industries 
Corporation (BSCIC) in Thakurgaon and 
also member secretary of ‘loan monitoring 
committee’ for small and medium 
enterprises (SME) in the district, said most 
of the small-time entrepreneurs could not 
avail the stimulus announced by the prime 
minister as they failed to provide relevant 
documents required by banks.

Under the stimulus package for small-
time entrepreneurs or small enterprises in 
Thakurgaon, an initial allocation of Tk 80 
lakh has been approved and depending on 
its nature of business, an individual or a 
small enterprise can be disbursed Tk 5 lakh, 
he added.

As per a decision made in a recent 
meeting of the ‘SME loan monitoring 
committee’, they have asked the banks to 
relax their requirements for applicants of 
the stimulus package, said Nur Kutubul 
Alam, additional deputy commissioner of 
Thakurgaon.  

Widow Fatema Begum, of Collegepara area in Thakurgaon town, is one of the woman 

clothing peddlers who are living in untold miseries after their clothing sales slumped 

due to the outbreak of Covid-19. PHOTO: STAR

IFRC project resuscitates ultra-
poor families in Tangail char 

villages
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

A number of families, badly affected by flood and 
erosion in 2019, of four remote char villages on 
the banks of Jamuna and Dhaleswari rivers under 
Hugra union in Tangail Sadar upazila have got 
revived hope to live thanks to the implementation 
of a flood rehabilitation project.

The project has been implemented by the 
Tangail unit of Bangladesh Red Crescent Society in 
association with International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC).

In addition to hunger pangs, the ultra-poor 
families of Chak Gopal, Pichuria, Gondhorbpur 
and Barboyra villages had to suffer from various 
kinds disasters including flood, erosion, storm and 
cold wave all the year round.

Under the project, the families have got cash 
assistance for constructing disaster resistant safe 
home, employment opportunity for livelihood, 
hygienic toilet and tube wells for ensuring safe 
drinking water. 

A total of 173 families was provided with Tk 
40,000 cash and 27 pieces corrugated iron sheets 
for constructing home and also 30 sand bags for 
protecting the structure from erosion, 283 families 
got tube wells for safe drinking water and Tk 
18,000 cash for constructing a hygienic latrine on 
high land, and 292 families got Tk 25,000 cash for 
income generating opportunity.

Moreover, the earthen roads of the villages have 
been elevated, 1,420 feet roads repaired, and two 
culverts have been constructed under the disaster 
risk reduction.    

Housewife Amena Begum of Chak Gopal village 
is one of the beneficiaries. She said, “My family was 
facing serious problem since our house was washed 
away in flood. My husband and I were staying on 
raft keeping the children to other’s house.”  

“We were also struggling to manage every day 
meals. Besides, we were to drink river’s water. 
Especially, I as a woman had to face serious shame 
attending the call of nature as our latrine was 
submerged during the monsoon,” she said.    

“However, the bad days are over since getting 
financial supports from the Red Crescent for 
constructing a house and a hygienic latrine and 
setting up a tube well on high lands. Moreover, I 
have started a poultry farm for earning livelihood 

by their cash assistance,” Amena said.
Jahanara Begum of the same village said, “I 

along with my three daughters had been living 
hand to mouth since the death of my husband 
around 20 years ago. Later we fell in more trouble 
after our house was devoured by flood couple of 
years ago.”

“The Red Crescent stood beside us with cash 
assistance for constructing a house and a latrine 
and also setting up a tube well. They have also 
provided me an amount for buying several goats 
and ships for earning my livelihood,” she said.      

Ziaul Ahsan, unit level officer of Tangail unit 
of Bangladesh Red Crescent Society, said it was a 
coordinated programme by which the affected 
families have gained the ability to construct flood 

resistant safe house, resuscitate their damaged 
livelihood and construct hygienic latrine. 

Besides, the project was implemented for 
creating awareness among the local people over 
health and sewerage and also increasing their 
ability to face disaster, Ziaul added.

Tofazzal Hossain Tofa, chairman of Hugra 
union parishad, said the rehabilitation project of 
Red Crescent has removed the woes of the flood 
and erosion hit ultra-poor families of the four 
villages in his union. 

“However, many other such helpless families 
remain in other villages of the union and they also 
need such aid,” he said.

The ultra-poor families of four villages in Tangail 

Sadar upazila have been provided with tube 

wells on elevated basement under the IFRC 

project. PHOTO: STAR

Pandemic reversing poverty cut: WB 
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He said the calibration of stimulus 
programmes will need to be dynamic 
and flexible in order to respond to the 
changing condition on the ground.

“One of the things that need to 
be kept in mind at this stage of the 
pandemic is that smaller firms and poor 
individuals also have access to much 
needed stimulus programmes and 
resources at the same time the larger 
firms are supported,” Bernard said.
COVID-19 IMPACT
The WB report said the pandemic 
severely impacted jobs and earnings 
and caused poverty to rise in the fiscal 
2019-20.

The GDP growth decelerated sharply, 
down to an estimated 2.4 percent in the 
fiscal 2019-20. Industrial growth slowed, 
with a sharp decline in readymade 
garment (RMG) manufacturing output, 
it said.

Citing a nationwide phone-based 
survey conducted from September 
to November last year, it said that 
almost one in five economically active 
individuals experienced either a job 
loss (5 percent) or a prolonged absence 
from work (14 percent) since the onset 
of the Covid-19 crisis.

Among the latter, the average 
duration of unemployment was three 
months, it said, adding that among 
those employed at the time of the 
survey, 51 percent reported a loss in 
earnings or wages.

However, the WB in the subsequent 
surveys conducted between June 2020 
and February 2021 on the households 
living in poor and slum areas in Dhaka 
and Chattogram cities found a gradual 
labour market recovery in major cities 
by February this year.

The survey found that the percentage 
of adult workers increased from 50 
to 66 percent between June 2020 and 
February 2021.

In June and July last year, 50 percent 
of households reported that at least one 
member had eaten smaller or fewer 
meals in the preceding two weeks. In 
September and October, this share fell 
to 23 percent, the WB found.

There were also improvements in 
households’ ability to pay rent and 
expectations to be able to obtain cash to 
fund an emergency, it added.
CHALLENGES
The WB report said, “Protecting 
households affected by the negative 
effects of Covid-19 remains an urgent 

priority.”
It said in a nationwide monitoring 

survey, carried out this February, a fifth 
of the respondents reported having no 
sources of help to turn to if faced with a 
future emergency expenditure.

Another 7 percent said they would 
have to mortgage or sell assets, the 
report said, adding only 14.3 percent 
and 32.5 percent of the respondents 
said they could rely on own savings 
and borrow from friends or relatives 
respectively.

The World Bank suggested building a 
data infrastructure to track the impacts 
of future shocks on households and 
firms can help inform the policy 
response to future crises, strengthening 
resilience.

Speaking at the launching ceremony, 
Mercy Miyang Tembon, World Bank 
country director for Bangladesh and 
Bhutan, said despite the uncertainty 
created by Covid-19, the outlook for 
Bangladesh’s economy is positive.

“Much of the pace of recovery will 
depend on how fast mass vaccination 
can be achieved,” Mercy said. “The 
World Bank will support a resilient 
recovery, helping Bangladesh achieve 
green, smart, and inclusive growth.”  
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