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(From top, anti-clockwise) The Death Gun Salute is fired by the Honourable Artillery Company to mark the passing of Britain’s Prince Philip at the The Tower of London, in
London, yesterday, the day after his death at the age of 99; a grieving couple embrace outside Buckingham Palace; in this file photo taken on July 11, 1947 Princess Elizabeth
and Prince Philip pose on the day of their engagement; and a well-wisher waits in line to lay a floral tribute to Prince Philip in central London.
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‘What a life!’

. With artillery guns and flowers,
. Britain salutes Prince Philip; Prince
. Harry to attend April 17 funeral

: REUTERS, Windsor

¢ Gun salutes were fired across Britain yesterday to mark the
: death of Prince Philip as tributes flooded in for a man who
¢ was a pillar of strength for Queen Elizabeth during her
: record-breaking reign.

¢ Messages of condolence have poured in from world
: leaders to the Duke of Edinburgh, as Philip was officially
: known. Members of the public laid flowers outside royal
: residences, paying their respects to the 99-year-old prince.
The funeral of Queen Elizabeth II's husband, Prince
: Philip, will take place next week, Buckingham Palace said
: yesterday, announcing a stripped-back ceremony due to
* coronavirus restrictions, and a return for exiled royal Prince
: Harry but not his wife, Meghan.

i The Duke of Edinburgh - the 94-year-old queen’s
: husband of 73 years -- died peacefully on Friday just two
: months short of his 100th birthday, triggering eight days of
: national mourning.

i Royal officials said his funeral, which will be televised,
: will take place at 1400 GMT on Saturday, April 17 in St
i George's Chapel, Windsor Castle, west of London.

: It will be preceded by a national minute’s silence.

¢ The armed forces marked Philip’s passing at noon (1100
: GMT) with a Death Gun Salute. Artillery units in London,
: Edinburgh, Cardiff, Belfast and Gibraltar, and some navy
: warships, fired their guns. Flagsat government buildings across
: Britain were lowered to half-mast and billboard operators
: replaced adverts with a photo and tribute to the prince.

i “We're all weeping with you, Ma'am,” read the front
: page of the Sun tabloid, while its rival the Daily Mail ran a
i 144-page tribute to Philip.

¢ Despite a request from the royal family for the public
: to obey pandemic social distancing rules and avoid visits
: to its residences, people laid cards and bouquets outside
: Windsor Castle and Buckingham Palace through the night.
' “What a life! Thank you for serving our country,” read
: one tribute outside Buckingham Palace.
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India protests US ship

patrol in its waters

India protested a US Navy warship conducting
a patrol in its waters without prior consent,
in a manoeuvre Washington defended
as an “innocent passage” consistent with
international law. The US Navy said earlier
this week that the USS John Paul Jones had
asserted “navigational rights and freedoms”
in the vicinity of Lakshadweep Islands inside
India’s exclusive economic zone. The Navy also
said that it did so without prior consentin a
challenge to India’s “excessive maritime claims”
in the area, prompting New Delhi to say Friday
it had conveyed concerns through diplomatic
channels. The spat comes as ties between
Washington and New Delhi are on the upswing,
bolstered by the so-called “Quad”alliance that
also includes Japan and Australia.

53 killed in 24 hours

in Yemen’s Marib

Fighting for the key Yemeni region of Marib has
intensified, with 53 pro-government and Huthi
rebel fighters dead in the past 24 hours, loyalist
military officials said yesterday. The Huthis
have been trying to seize oil-rich Marib, the
government’s last significant pocket of territory
in the north, since February. “The rebels have
managed to seize a bit of territory”in the latest
fighting northwest of the city, a pro-government
military source said, adding that they did not
threaten the city of Marib itself. The same source
said 22 government soldiers including five
officers had been killed, along with 31 rebels.
Loyalist military officials yesterday said that
coalition aircraft had carried out strikes against
the rebels, but the Huthis had pushed on with
their offensive. The rebels have stepped up
missile and drone strikes against neighbouring
Saudi Arabia in recent months, rejecting a Saudi
proposal for a ceasefire.

Aides dismiss Duterte’s

death rumours

Philippines President Rodrigo Duterte has not
made any public appearance for close to two
weeks now, fuelling speculation that his health
is declining, with some even claiming that he
has died. His aides and sources have dismissed
the rumours - one was that he had suffered a
mild stroke and was taken to Singapore where
he purportedly died, another was that plans
were being drawn up for a military junta to run
the Philippines. Senator Christopher Go, who
remains Duterte’s closest aide and confidant,
has been posting photos and short clips that
showed himself and Duterte in good health and
working in his office in Manila. His spokesman
Harry Roque said the President would be
addressing the nation on Monday. Sources also
told The Straits Times that Duterte was never in
Singapore, much less died there. The last time
Duterte was seen in public was on March 29,
when he was on hand to receive the shipment
of a million doses of a vaccine made by Chinese
firm Sinovac.
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Rebel attack kills at
least 10 policemen

AGENCIES

An alliance of ethnic armies in Myanmar that has opposed
the junta’s crackdown on anti-coup protests attacked a
police station in the east yesterday and at least 10 policemen
were killed, domestic media said.

The police station at Naungmon in Shan state was
attacked early in the morning by fighters from an alliance
that includes the Arakan Army, the Ta'ang National
Liberation Army and the Myanmar National Democratic
Alliance Army, media reported.

Shan News said at least 10 policemen were killed, while
the Shwe Phee Myay news outlet put the death toll at 14.

TNLA’s Brigadier General Tar Bhone Kyaw said the
military retaliated with air strikes on their troops, killing at
least one rebel soldier.

the Arakan Army (AA) -- also a prominent rebel group
based in western Rakhine state -- yesterday issued a statement
reiterating their support for the anti-coup movement.

Two other outfits -- the Karen National Union (KNU)
and the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) -- have stepped
up attacks on military and police in recent weeks. The
military has retaliated with air strikes in KNU'’s territory,
which the rebel group says has displaced more than 10,000
civilians in Karen state.

Vaccine worries deepen woes

Lockdowns, curfews return as India,

AGENCIES

Fresh lockdowns and curfews were imposed
on tens of millions of people from India to
Argentina yesterday, as Covid-19 infections
surged again and vaccine roll-outs were
hampered by shortages and scares over side
effects.

In India, the worst-hit state of
Maharashtra was running out of vaccines
as the health system buckled under the
weight of the contagion, which has killed
2.9 million people worldwide.

Every weekend from yesterday until the
end of April, Maharashtra’s 125 million
people will be confined to their homes
unless travelling or shopping for food or
medicine.

The crisis is being exacerbated by a
shortage of vaccines.

India has so far inoculated 94 million
of its 1.3 billion people, but The Times of
India reported Friday that states on average
had just over five days of stock left, citing
health ministry data, with some regions
already grappling with severe shortages.

Stay-at-home orders were also set to

South America, Europe see surging cases

+ have been stymied by several states refusing
to go along with the proposals.

Now Berlin is changing the rules to
centralise power, adjustments likely to
usher in night-time curfews and some
school closures in especially hard-hit
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come into force for the eight million
inhabitants of Bogota, as the Colombian
capital battled a third wave of infections,
adding to curfews already covering seven
million across four other major cities.

Elsewhere in South America, Argentina
entered a night-time curfew Friday running
from midnight to 06:00 am every day until
April 30.

Both Argentina and Colombia have
recorded about 2.5 million coronavirus
cases, numbers surpassed only by Brazil in
the region.

All of France is subject to restrictions of
some form, while the German government'’s
attempts to curb movement and commerce

areas.

As in India, Europe’s stuttering vaccine
roll-out faced multiple hurdles Friday as
EU regulators said they were reviewing
side effects of the Johnson & Johnson shot
and France further limited its use of the
AstraZeneca jab over blood clot fear.

France said it will now administer a
different vaccine to under-55s who had
been given a first shot with AstraZeneca's
one.

But shortly after he spoke, the World
Health Organization said there was “no
adequate data” to support switching
Covid-19 vaccines between doses.

As for the J&J shot, the European
Medicines Agency said four “serious
cases” of unusual blood clots had been
reported -- one of them fatal -- with the
vaccine, which uses similar technology to
the AstraZeneca one.

US INTEL REPORT ON INDIA, PAKISTAN
Rivals may stumble

into large-scale war

Dawn/ANN

India and Pakistan may stumble into a large-scale war neither side
wants, warns a US intelligence report while exploring the possibilities of
miscalculations leading to a war in South Asia.

The assessment is included in a Global Trends report produced every
four years by the US government'’s National Intelligence Council, released
in Washington. The report, released on Wednesday, focuses on both
immediate and distant futures and is designed to help policymakers
anticipate the forces likely to shape the world in the next five to 20 years.

“India and Pakistan may stumble into a large-scale war neither side
wants, especially following a terrorist attack that the Indian government

judges to be significant,” the report warns.

The ability of some militant outfits to conduct attacks, New Delhi'’s
resolve to retaliate against Islamabad after such an attack, and Islamabad'’s
determination to defend itself “are likely to persist and may increase” in

the next five years, the report adds.

“Miscalculation by both governments could prompt a breakdown in the
deterrence that has restricted conflict to levels each side judges it can manage.”

The US policy in Afghanistan and its impact on the neighbouring
countries is top on a list of key uncertainties in South Asia that are
underlined in the report. This would be “especially true” if a security
vacuum emerges in Afghanistan that results in a civil war, expanded
freedom of manoeuvre for regional terrorist networks, or criminals and

refugees flowing out of the country, it adds.

The report predicts that such an outcome would exacerbate political
tensions and conflict in western Pakistan and sharpen the India-Pakistan
rivalry by strengthening longstanding judgments about covert warfare in

Islamabad and New Delhi.

This handout photo taken and released by Dawei Watch yesterday shows protesters holding flags as they march
in a demonstration against the military coup in Launglone township in Myanmar’s Dawei district.
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A service member of the Ukrainian armed forces is seen at fighting positions on the
line of separation from pro-Russian rebels in Donetsk region, Ukraine, yesterday.
The United States will send two warships to the Black Sea next week, Turkey said
on Friday as Russia, which has boosted its military forces near Ukraine, accused
Nato powers of increasing naval activity in the region.
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Iran yesterday announced it has started up
advanced uranium enrichment centrifuges in
a breach of its undertakings under a troubled
2015 nuclear deal, days after the start of talks on
rescuing the accord.

The United States had said Friday that it had
offered “very serious” ideas on reviving the
accord but was waiting for Tehran to reciprocate,
something yesterday’s move signally failed to do.

President Hassan Rouhani inaugurated a
cascade of 164 IR-6 centrifuges for producing
enriched uranium, as well as two test cascades
-- of 30 IR-5 and 30 IR-6S devices respectively --
at Iran’s Natanz uranium enrichment plant, in a
ceremony broadcast by state television.

The television aired no images of the
injection of uranium hexafluoride gas into the
cascades, but broadcast a link with engineers at
the plant who said they had started the process
and showed rows of centrifuges.

Rouhani also launched tests on the
“mechanical stability” of its latest-generation
IR-9 centrifuges.

Under the nuclear deal, Iran is currently only
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allowed to use “first-generation” IR-1 centrifuges
for production, and to test a limited number of
IR-4 and IR-5 devices.

Iran’s latest move to step up uranium
enrichment follows an opening round of talks
in Vienna Tuesday with representatives of the
remaining parties to the deal on bringing the
United States back into it.

Then-president Donald Trump withdrew
from the agreement in 2018 but his successor Joe
Biden has said he is ready to return, arguing the
deal had been successful in dramatically scaling
back Iran’s nuclear activities.

[ran starts up advanced centrifuges

The Vienna talks are focused not only on
lifting crippling economic sanctions Trump
reimposed, but also on bringing Iran back into
compliance after it responded by suspending
several of its own commitments.

All sides said the talks, in which Washington
is not participating directly but has the European
Union as intermediary, had got off to a good start.

Iran has demanded that the United States first
lift all sanctions imposed by Trump, including a
sweeping unilateral ban on its oil exports, before
it falls back in line with obligations it suspended.

The “US -- which caused this crisis -- should
return to full compliance first,” Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif tweeted, adding that “Iran
will reciprocate following rapid verification.”

The US official indicated the major stumbling
block in the initial talks was not the order of
compliance but rather which sanctions were
under discussion, as Iran is demanding an end
to all US restrictions. The deal, formally known
as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action,
covers only nuclear sanctions and not US
measures taken in response to human rights or
other concerns, the official said.



