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9 staffers of bulk carrier
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members  arrested them  from
Munshiganj while the cargo vessel was
anchored in the Meghna after it was
repainted to dodge law enforcers.

Law enforcers said the cargo
vessel did not have a survey
certificate. Though the vessel was not
allowed to ply the river without the
certificate, the arrestees were taking
thevessel to Munshiganj's Gazaria
when the accident happened, said
Mina Mahmud, superintendent of
Narayanganj naval police.

Asked about the name of the cargo
vessel’'s owing company and its owner,
Mina avoided the answer, saying that
he did not receive any related papers
in this regard.

“The Coast Guard members handed
the seized vessel and 14 arrestees to
us. We will take legal action against
them,” he told The Daily Star.

Mina said in primary interrogation,
the arrestees admitted that they were
in the cargo vessel when the accident

happened.

Quoting the arrestees, he said the
cargo vessel was heading towards
Gazaria after being repaired from a
dockyard in Narsingdi. On its way, the
vessel hit with the passenger launch,
causing it to sink.

Lieutenant Commander Amirul
Haque, media officer of Coast Guard,
said when their members were in
regular patrols in the Meghna in
Gazaria on Thursday, fishermen
informed them that a cargo vessel
had been repainted recently and was
anchored near Nayanagar village.

Shahidul Alam, officer-in-charge of
Narayanganj naval police, said Coast
Guard members confirmed that it is a
cargo vessel named “SKL-3".

Ziaul Islam Chowdhury, upazila
nirbahi officer of Gazaria, said the
vessel was repainted inside a dockyard
in a nearby area.

[Our Narayanganj correspondent
and a Munshiganj correspondent
contributed to this report.|

Stop export of Covid
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Rahul shot off a letter to Modi
listing seven demands including an
immediate moratorium on vaccine

export and open vaccination to
everyone who needs it.
The other demands of the

Congress leader include providing
vaccine suppliers with necessary
financial resources to expand
manufacturing  capacity, fast-
tracking the approval process of
other vaccines as per norms and
guidelines, increasing the allocation
of Rs 35,000 crore for vaccine
procurement, as announced in the
budget this year, and allowing states
a greater say in vaccine procurement
and distribution.

“Historically, India has achieved
abundant experience in designing and

executing some of the world’s biggest
vaccination programmes. Yet in the
present case, we have managed to fully
vaccinate less than one per cent of the
population in three months,” Rahul
wrote in his letter.

Rahul's demand for a halt to
export came a day after the Indian
government reiterated there was no
ban on supplying made-in-India
vaccines abroad but it would be done
prioritizing domestic requirement.

Rahul questioned why more
than six crore vaccine dosages were
exported by India when there is a
“shortage” in India.

He alleged the efforts of Indian
scientist and vaccine suppliers have
been undermined by the Indian
government’s “poor” implementation
of the vaccination drive.

Huge plumes of methane

FROM PAGE 12

Bangladesh has some of the highest
methane emissions in the world that
can be detected by satellites.”

Stephane Germain, president of
GHGSat Inc, which also picked up
the plumes, said: “It has the strongest
sustained emissions we have seen to
date where we can’t clearly identify
the source.”

The report, however, hinted at a
combination of sources, including
paddy fields, landfills, leaky natural
gas pipelines and coal stockpiles.

Bangladeshi scientists said there
is no scientific proof that plume of
methane originated from Bangladesh
as methane is lighter than carbon
dioxide and it may go up to 30 km up
in the atmosphere.

So, the plumes could have come
from anywhere, the said.

“Carbon isotope analysis of the
methane is necessary to know its
origin,” said Dr Ahsan Uddin, a
Bangladeshi climate scientist.

He said detection of plumes of
methane in Bangladesh sky does not
necessarily mean that it is emitted
from Bangladesh.

More or less, all the countries in
this region are conducting similar
activities like growing rice, filling
wetland, and they might have leaky
natural gas pipelines and stockpiles
of coals which release methane gas,
Ahsan added.

“Regional countries, including
China and India, are growing much
more rice than us. We have only one
coal mine in Barapukuria, but India
has more than 1,000 such stockpiles
while China has more than 2,500.”

The scientist said Bangladesh’s only
big city is Dhaka and the per capita
waste generation here is lower than its
neighbours.

“Being the major contributors
to greenhouse gas emissions,
developed countries always try to
blame developing nations for climate
change,” he said.

Among the four factors mentioned
in the Bloomberg report, leaky gas
pipelines could be a major source
of methane emissions which is

completely a management issue,
Ahsan said.

“If it happens, the authorities need
to increase the efficiency of gas pipe
management and it can be resolved,”
he observed.

A researcher on effects of water
management on greenhouse gas,
Dr SM Mofizul Islam of Bangladesh
Rice Research Institute (BRRI) said
rice cultivation is not a big source of
methane or greenhouse gas emission.

Globally, rice cultivation
contributes 1.5 percent of total
anthropogenic greenhouse gas
emission, according to worlddata.
info.

Mofizul said rice cultivation
produces a small volume of methane
which automatically turns into
carbon dioxide and rice plants also
reduce carbon dioxide through
photosynthesis.

Dr Syed Hafizur Rahman of
Jahangirnagar University also said
the Bloomberg report was prepared
based on an assumption and it was
not based on any scientific research
findings.

Bangladesh does not produce
that much methane which could
be detected by a satellite. Also, the
overall greenhouse gas emission from
Bangladesh is very negligible, he said.

As per the latest Ranking of
Countries by Greenhouse Gas
Emissions prepared by World Data
Atlas, Bangladesh’s position is 95th
among 111 countries.

The country emits 105,14 tonnes of
methane and 84.25 tonnes of cartbon
dioxide, making its per capita annual
greenhouse gas emission only 1.16
tonnes, says World Data Atlas.

Asked about methane gas, Mirza
Shaokat, director (planning) at the
Department of Environment, said
though Bangladesh does not produce
much greenhouse gas, the country has
taken initiatives to reduce it further.

“We have taken up some projects
approved by the clean development
mechanism [executive board]. Once
implemented, the projects would help
reduce emission of methane gas,” he
added.

Abul Hashem
passes away

City DEsk

Md Abul r
Hashem, a
freedom fighter
and an organiser
of the Liberation
War, passed away
yesterday.

He was 99
years old.

Hashem
left behind two sons, 10 daughters,
relatives and many admirers to
mourn his death.

Born in 1922, Hashem was elected
MNA in 1970. He was also a close
associate of Bangabandhu, said a
press release.

During his lifetime, Hashem
was involved in various charitable
works and has founded numerous
educational institutions and
orphanages.

For his humanitarian efforts,
Hashem was awarded the Ekushey
Padak, the country’s second highest
civilian award, in 2011.

Offer apology
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a claim is “nothing but a mere lie”.

He alleged Hefazat leaders have
been trying to create confusion
among devout people by telling lies
from the start of the incident.

Photographs and footage of the
mayhem between March 26 and
March 28 were published in media,
he said.

Blaming Hefajat for the mayhem,
the district unit of BCL President
Robiul Hossain Rubel demanded a
judicial probe into the incident.

He also demanded immediate
arrest and trial of the perpetrators
involved in the mayhem.

Day labourer
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service officials who later recovered
the body after conducting an hour-
long operation.

Confirming the incident, Abu
Sayem Mia, officer-in-charge of
Tentulia Police Station, said an
unnatural death case was filed with
the police station in this connection.

BJP, TMC poised
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of senior politicians and celebrity-
turned politicians are contesting,
West Bengal witnessed a high-
octane campaigning and ultimate
showdown between the TMC and
BJP.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
Union Home Minister Amit Shah,
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, BJP President JP Nadda
and movie stars Mithun Chakraborty
campaigned for “Lotus”, the
electoral symbol of BJP.

Mamata, sitting on a wheelchair,
single-handedly led the TMC
campaign that got a boost when
Samajwadi Party MP Jaya Bachchan
joined it.

During the campaign, Mamata
repeatedly branded BJP central
leaders as “outsiders” and claimed
“Bengal wants its own daughter”. She
went tough on the BJP-led central
government over recent price hikes
of gas, petrol and diesel.

TMC leaders also said West Bengal
will not let goons from Gujarat take
over Bengal, referring the two top
leaders of BJP -- Modi and Amit
Shah.

Top BJP leaders on the other
hand targeted Mamata and her
nephew Abhishek Banerjee,
accusing them of corruption and
nepotism. They promised voters
early implementation of Ayushman
Bharat scheme, PM Kisan Samman
Nidhi and implementation of the
7th pay commission scale for state
government employees if voted to
power in West Bengal.
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Archaeologists

FROM PAGE 12

“The city is 3,000 years

old, dates to the reign

of Amenhotep III, and

continued to be used by

Tutankhamun and Ay.”
The team called the

find “the largest” ancient

city ever uncovered in

Egypt.
Betsy Bryan, professor
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pottery vessels, scarab
beetle amulets and mud
bricks bearing seals of
Amenhotep III.

“Many foreign missions
searched for this city
and never found it,”
said Hawass, a former
antiquities minister.
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Independence
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tortures, amongst others on the
civilian and unarmed people of
Bangladesh,

AND

“Whereas the Pakistan Government
by levying an wunjust war and
committing genocide and by other
repressive measures madeitimpossible
for the elected representatives of the
people of Bangladesh to meet and
frame a Constitution, and give to
themselves a Government.

AND

“Whereas  the  people  of
Bangladesh by their heroism, bravery
and revolutionary fervour have
established effective control over
the territories of Bangladesh, We the
elected representatives of the people
of Bangladesh, as honour bound
by the mandate given to us by the
people of Bangladesh whose will is
supreme duly constituted ourselves
into a Constituent Assembly, and
having held mutual consultations,
and in order to ensure for the people
of Bangladesh equality, human
dignity and social justice, declare
and constitute Bangladesh to be
sovereign Peoples’ Republic and

proclaimed

thereby confirm the declaration
of independence already made
by Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.”

The Proclamation of Independence
declared that the independence of
Bangladesh be deemed to have come
into effect from 26 March 1971. It
legalised the Mujibnagar government
and gave direction to all involved in
the War of Liberation for establishing
the chain of command. It also affirmed
that Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman should be the president of
the Republic and that Syed Nazrul
Islam should be the vice president of

the Republic.

LAWS CONTINUANCE
ENFORCEMENT ORDER

Syed Nazrul Islam, the vice
president and acting president

of Bangladesh, in exercise of the
powers conferred on him by the
Proclamation of Independence
ordered today that all laws that
were in force in Bangladesh on
25th March, 1971, should subject
to the Proclamation aforesaid and
continue to be so in force with such
consequential changes as may be
necessary on account of the creation

Junta promises election
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said. “We request people to cooperate
with security forces and help them.”

He said the military had recorded
248 deaths and he denied that
automatic weapons had been used.
Sixteen policemen had also been
killed, he said.

The  Assistance  Association
for Political Prisoners (AAPP)
activist group has said 614 people,
including 48 children, had been
killed by security forces since the
coup, as of Thursday evening. More
than 2,800 were in detention, it

said.

“We are humbled by their
courage and dignity,” a group of 18
ambassadors in the country said of
the protesters in a joint statement.

“We stand together to support the
hopes and aspirations of all those
who believe in a free, just, peaceful
and democratic Myanmar. Violence
has to stop, all political detainees
must be released and democracy must
be restored.”

The statement was signed by the
ambassadors of the United States,
Britain, the EU, Canada, Australia, New

of the sovereign independent State

of Bangladesh.
All government officials -- civil,
military, judicial and diplomatic

-- who took the oath of allegiance
to Bangladesh should continue in
their offices on terms and conditions
of service so long enjoyed by them
and that all district judges and
district magistrates, in the territory
of Bangladesh and all diplomatic
representatives  elsewhere  should
arrange to administer the oath of
allegiance to all government officials
within their jurisdiction. The order
should be deemed to have come into
effect from the 26th day of March,
1971, it added.
ARMY DRIVE REPORTED
Pakistani army troops were reported
to have launched a major offensive
throughout embattled East Pakistan
today, attacking the resistance fighters
with tanks, air strikes, artillery and
foot soldiers. [New York Times, April
11, 1971]

The defensive hold of Pabna and
Sylhet collapsed today.

Shamsuddoza Sajen is a journalist
and researcher. He can be contacted at
sajen1986@gmail.com

Zealand, South Korea, Switzerland
and several other European nations.

“The suggestions from
neighbouring countries and big
countries and powerful people in
politics, we respect them,” Zaw Min
Tun said. He also accused members
of deposed leader Aung San Suu Kyi's
National League for Democracy of
arson and said the protest campaign
was being financed by foreign money,
but gave no details.

Suu Kyi and many of her party
colleagues have been in custody since
the coup.
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