
CITY DHAKA FRIDAY APRIL 9, 2021, CHAITRA 26, 1427 BS4

Fresh embargo 
FROM PAGE 3

They underwent PCR tests as per 
guideline, 72 hours before the flight at 
13 government-enlisted health centres, 
approved by the South Korean embassy, 
and boarded the plane with obtaining 
the Covid-19 negative certificates. 

It was not possible to collect their 
details, neither could it be known how 
many Bangladeshis entered South 
Korea since February 7. 

Expatriate businessman and former 
president of Bangladesh Community 
in South Korea Habil Uddin entered 
the country last week. He informed 
that after reaching the airport, one has 
to undergo a fresh PCR test there. 

A person who is tested positive has 
to undergo institutional quarantine 
at own expenditure while those who 
tested negative has to undergo home 
quarantine for 14 days. After that, one 
needs to undergo a PCR test again and 
they are able to rejoin workplace only 
if they test negative. 

The South Korean government-
fixed expenditure for institutional 
quarantine is over KRW 3 million 
(about Tk 2.28 lakh), whereas more 
than KRW 10 million could be spent 
depending on the situation. 

Covid-infected Bangladeshis have to 
bear the expenditure now. 

Negligence in following “self-
isolation or home quarantine” was 
blamed mainly for the positive cases. It 
is also reflected in the advice given by 
the South Korean embassy in its notice. 

“It is advised to avoid contact 
with anyone for two weeks prior to 
entering Korea; follow self-quarantine 
rigidly and rigorously; please change 
your travel plan if you have Covid-19 
symptom.” 

Many agreed about lack of awareness. 
South Korea-based expatriate Zakaria 
Khalid said, “As far as we know, many 
did not maintain self-quarantine after 
taking the Covid-19 test. They spent 
time visiting relatives and shopping 
as travel preparation. As a result, they 
got infected and tested positive after 
reaching South Korea.” 

Several Bangladeshis who returned 
to South Korea in special flights in May-
June last year were tested Covid-19 
positive and as a result, Bangladesh 
faced the visa ban in June. To lift the 
ban, Bangladesh foreign ministry 
and Bangladesh embassy in South 
Korea started diplomatic efforts. The 
Bangladesh foreign minister himself 
tried to get approval of Seoul through 
letters and phone conversation. 

Following assurance of highest 

cautionary measures, the South Korean 
embassy in Dhaka started receiving 
visa applications from Bangladeshis 
after the lift of ban in February. 

Many expatriates are blaming 
negligence of agencies concerned in 
Bangladesh over lack of awareness of 
those who tested positive. 

Jahangir Alam, international affairs 
secretary of Bangabandhu Parishad 
in South Korea, said, “Positive cases 
are reported within one month of the 
new start, and there are 17 cases. As the 
embassy’s notice cites the prevalence as 
‘successive’, it means it is not ending. 
So, it is normal to question how 
cautious or aware the relevant agencies 
are regarding Korea-bound passengers, 
after they gave assurance of the highest 
cautionary measures. They should 
have allowed South Korea-bound 
passengers in plane after ensuring the 
highest cautionary measures through 
monitoring their ‘self-quarantine’.”

Writer-journalist Omar Faruque 
Himel recently shifted to Germany 
after spending 10 years in South Korea. 
Last June, when the embargo was 
imposed, he was in Korea, observing 
everything closely. Besides, he wrote 
various articles in media for the return 
of Bangladeshi expatriates who got 
stranded in Bangladesh. 

In light of that experience and 
long diplomatic efforts for lifting 
the embargo, he thinks Bangladeshi 
agencies have failed to do their duty 
accordingly. In his view, although the 
embargo was lifted after eight months’ 
diplomatic efforts, the present situation 
indicates no one took lessons from the 
past embargo. 

“If the agencies were sincere then 
today such concerns would not 
reappear. No agency appears to be 
alerted, although 23 people have 
been tested positive so far, whereas 
the South Korean embassy has come 
forward to alert and aware us. They 
themselves do not want to impose 
embargo. The Bangladesh embassy 
also raised alert by sharing the notice. 
However, the main agencies involved 
in overseas employment activities are 
totally nonchalant; even there is no 
response after the notice by the South 
Korean embassy.” 

Like Himel, many others opined 
that it is urgent to take special steps 
to ensure the highest cautionary 
measures for South Korea-bound 
passengers without delay. Since 
they are not maintaining home 
quarantine, they have to be put in 14-
day institutional quarantine under 

government arrangement. For this, they 
emphasised coordination and sincerity 
of all relevant agencies including the 
foreign ministry, health ministry, and 
expatriates’ welfare ministry. 

Bangladesh Overseas Employment 
and Services Limited (BOESL) is 
the only state-owned manpower 
exporting agency. The agency -- under 
the expatriates’ welfare and overseas 
employment ministry -- is tasked upon 
to send “EPS (Employment Permit 
System) workers” to South Korea and 
look after their wellbeing. 

BOESL was proactive to send back 
those who got stranded at home amid 
the pandemic to South Korea and also 
in lifting the visa embargo. Although 
worried about the new concern, 
Acting Managing Director of BOESL 
Md Mahabubur Rahman is reluctant 
to accept allegations of government 
negligence behind it. 

“The ministry and agencies under 
it, including BOESL, are aware so that 
Bangladesh’s labour market, not only 
in South Korea but all over the globe, 
does not face any crisis, and they are 
fully monitoring the situation. Besides, 
there is a clear sign of passengers’ lack 
of awareness in the Korean embassy’s 
notice. Besides expatriate workers, 
many students, professionals, and 
businesspersons are going to the 
country. So, we applied for inter-
ministerial meeting to decide doable 
amid overall situation. Hopefully, 
initiative will soon be taken in this 
regard.” 

“We also think there is no alternative 
to institutional quarantine, so our 
proposal is to ensure at least seven 
days’ institutional quarantine in hotel 
under rigorous monitoring for all 
South Korea-bound passengers (before 
the flight),” said the managing director. 

South Korea is home to about 
18,000 Bangladeshis. Although small 
in number, they have been playing an 
important role in remittance inflow 
to the country due to their high 
education status and high salaries. 
More than a thousand workers have 
remained stranded at home due to 
complications regarding visa, after 
they came home on holiday amid the 
pandemic, while sending new EPS 
workers remains suspended. 

Sector insiders said if a fresh 
embargo is imposed, the situation can 
be even worse than last time, while 
concerns also remain regarding losing 
South Korea’s labour market. 

The reporter is a freelance journalist 
writing for The Daily Star.

Age group 
FROM PAGE 3

Echoing the same, Dr 
Aniruddha Ghosh, professor 
of medicine at Chattogram 
Medical College Hospital, 
said, “Although the death 
rate in young people is low, 
they transmit the virus to 
old family members.”

According to the data of 
Chattogram Civil Surgeon 
Office, a total of 42,715 
cases have been detected 
out of 3,64,476 samples 
tested so far in Chattogram. 
A total of 400 Covid-19 
patients so far died.

SECOND DOSE OF 

VACCINATION STARTS

Meanwhile, second dose of 
vaccination for Covid-19 
started at 33 centres in 
Chattogram city and 14 
upazila health complexes, 
said Deputy Civil Surgeon 
Dr Asif Khan.

A total of 4,36,615 
people received the first 
dose so far till April 7, he 
said.

Metro rail 
FROM PAGE 3

Failing to meet the deadline, the authorities 
in May 2019 said the project would be 
launched on December 16, 2021, when the 
country would be celebrating the golden 
jubilee of its independence.

Visiting the project site in February this 
year, Planning Minister MA Mannan said 
the first phase -- from Uttara to Agargaon 
-- of metro rail is likely to be operational in 
December this year.

UNLIKELY TO MEET DEADLINE 

When a correspondent asked whether they 
would be able to meet the deadline, MAN 
Siddique did not give any direct answer.

He said they have continued their works 
even during the pandemic. “We can’t fix 
deadline unilaterally. Our minister, while 
talking to you journalists has already said 
it may take until June next year to complete 
the project,” MAN Siddique said.

“Whether we will be able to complete by 
June [next year] depends on global Covid 
situation,” he added.

While signing Annual Performance 
Agreement (APA) with Road Transport and 
Highway Division in June last year, DMTCL 
set target to complete 75 percent of overall 
work within this fiscal year.

But it recorded 15.36 percent progress 

in first nine months and has to complete 
13.51 percent work in next three months 
to achieve the fiscal target, shows DMTCL 
documents.

Asked whether they will be able to meet 
the target, MAN Siddique said they are 
hopeful about achieving it, subject to the 
Covid situation.

He said till yesterday around 7000 
people, including around 1000 foreigners, 
are working for the projects and almost 
all the foreigners are now in Bangladesh 
and they are willing to continue the work 
following proper health safety guidelines.

They are considering adding more beds 
in their two field hospitals due the fresh 
surge of Covid cases, he added.

Asked about the progress in providing 
training to the manpower to be required 
for metro rail operations, MAN Siddique 
said most of the training to be provided at 
national level has been completed.

However, some practical training has to 
be arranged, which is not possible for now 
due to the pandemic, he said.

DMTCL has already talked with the 
Delhi Metro Rail authority to provide 
training on several matters but that also 
cannot be done at the moment, because of 
the pandemic.

ACC 
FROM PAGE 3

Following a writ petition, 
the HC bench of Justice M 
Enayetur Rahim and Justice 
Md Mostafizur Rahman on 
March 16 delivered a verdict 
observing that a specific 
law or rule needs to be 
formulated soon regarding 
imposing embargo on 
corruption suspects or 
accused from leaving the 
country.

The full text of the HC 
judgement was released on 
April 4.

The ACC on March 21 
filed the petition with the 
Appellate Division seeking 
stay on the HC verdict. The 
stay petition is pending 
with the apex court.

NSU 
FROM PAGE 3

Advisor to the PM Salman F 
Rahman said in his speech 
as convocation speaker, “It 
is really up to all of you 
graduates here today to 
carry the country to greater 
development,” the press 
document quoted him as 
saying.

Among others, UGC 
chairperson Prof Kazi 
Shahidullah; chairperson 
of NSU’s Board of Trustees 
(BoT) and former president 
of FBCCI MA Kashem were 
present as special guests; 
while university VC Prof 
Atiqul Islam; Azim Uddin 
Ahmed; Freedom Fighter 
Lion Benajir Ahmed; 
Yasmin Kamal; Rehana 
Rahman; Tanveer Harun; 
and Aziz AI Kaiser were 
present as guests of honor. 
Prof Tanvir Ahmed Khan, 
executive advisor to the VC 
was present as convocation 
marshal. The programme 
was moderated by Jamil 
Ahmed, TV presenter and 
director of NSU’s Public 
Relations Office. 

Abu Mohammad 
Shabbir Khan from School 
of Engineering and Physical 
Sciences (SEPS) spoke on 
behalf of the graduates. 
Among others, Pro-VC Prof 
M Ismail Hossain, Deans 
of the various schools of 
NSU, directors of various 
departments, department 
Heads, senior officials, and 
teachers were  present at 
the programme, the press 
release added.

The convocation was 
also attended by parents 
and students through live 
broadcast of the event.

Kazi Sirajul 
Islam no more
CITY DESK

Kazi 
Sirajul 
Islam, a 
renowned 
social 
worker of 
Cumilla 
Sadar 
South, breathed his last on 
Wednesday. 

He was 90 years old 
at the time, says a press 
release. 

Sirajul was 
suffering from old-age 
complications. He passed 
away at his own residence 
at the Suagazi Kazibari in 
the upazila.

His Qulkhani will be 
held at the Kazibari today. 
The mourning family 
has asked relatives and 
well-wishers to be at the 
programme and pray for 
the departed soul.

Galib Ahsan 
passes away
DU CORRESPONDENT

Dr Galib 
Ahsan 
Khan, a 
retired 
professor 
of philo-
sophy at 
Dhaka 
University died of 
Covid-19 early yesterday 
at Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujib Medical University 
while undergoing 
treatment. His brother 
Prof Mahbub Ahsan Khan 
confirmed the news. 

He died at 72.
Dr Ahsan was admitted 

to the hospital with 
Covid-19 symptom, 
and tested positive. Vice 
Chancellor of Dhaka 
University Prof M 
Akhtaruzzaman expressed 
deep condolences to the 
bereaved family members. 

‘HARASSING’ DU BCL LEADER

OC withdrawn, case 
filed, one arrested
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Officer-in-Charge of Dharmapasha Police Station Delwar 
Hossain was withdrawn and attached to Police Lines on 
Wednesday night over harassment of a Dhaka University 
Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL) leader in Sunamganj.

Sunamganj Police’s Assistant Superintendent Sujan 
Chandra Sarkar confirmed it to The Daily Star yesterday.

Afzal Khan, BCL’s international affairs deputy-secretary 
of DU unit, filed a case on Wednesday night, accusing 29 
named and 20-25 unnamed persons. 

On March 29, Afzal posted on his Facebook, criticising 
Hefajat-e-Islam for their recent vandalism all over the 
country. Afzal alleged he was harassed at Jayasree Bazar in 
Dharmapasha upazila on Tuesday afternoon by supporters 
of Hefajat and some local Awami League leaders for it.

Al Mujahid, son of local AL leader Abul Hashem Alam, 
gathered a mob and harassed Afzal at Jayasree Bazar. Afzal 
was later confined at union AL office in presence of AL 
leaders. Police reached the spot, cuffed Afzal, and forced 
him to apologise to the crowd, Afzal told this newspaper.

Afzal was taken to the police station and later released.
Police arrested AL Jayasree Union unit’s general secretary 

Abul Hashem Alam over the incident. Alam was suspended 
from AL in an emergency meeting of upazila AL unit


