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Message

| am delighted to welcome you on this auspicious day of the 237 Convocation of Nerth South University.

AL the very begin | would like to express my sincere gratitude to the Chiel Guest,
Honorable Minister of Education, Dr. Dipu Moni, M.P,, for allowing the much-awaited 23™
Convocation to take place. | also would ke to express my profound appreciation to Mr, Salman
F. Rahman, M.P., and Private Sector and investment Adviser to the Prime Minister, for agreeing
to be this year's Convocation Speaker, | also thank whaleheartedly Professor Kan Shahidullah,
the Chairman of the UGC, far taking out his time to be with us in this Convecation ceremany
amidst the pandemic.

We are celebrating today with our graduating students who have worked hard for the fast four
years to arrive at this precise moment. For them, today Is the end of one journey and the
beginning of another, It is neediess to mention that we have been passing through a glabal
crisis due to the Corona pandamic. During this challenging time, North South University has
taken all classes and activities online to ensure that the process of teaching, learning, and
research s not interrupted and that students and scholars do not lose their valuable time. Over
the past year, we spent almost 100 crores of Taka in the form of financial aid, Covid-19 waivers,
and supparting the cormmunity. And now we have graduates like you, who will join forces with
s to make this world a better place,

Today, NSU ls ranked 228% among all the universities in Asia by 05 University Rankings and has
been recognized as the top private university in the country. The university Is ranked globally
351-400 by business and management discipline and 601-650 by computer science and
Information systems discipline. Accarding to the UGC report, NSU recorded 1,135 publications,
thi highest number of publications among all the public and private universities in Bangladesh
in 2019. However, our drive for sustained improvement in the quafity of education and
research continues. We are on our way to introduce the world's most advanced learning
management system, Canvas, which is used globally, including the hvy League Liniversithes. To
encourage more quality research, we have recently introduced Research Excellence Awards,
recagnizing our outstanding researchers from each school and rewarding them accordingly.
Today's online Canvocation ceremony is our way of adjusting to the angoing crisis and is a part
of our adaptation to the new normal, Please do not be disappointed. Remember, you are really
very lucky and blessed that you are graduating during the giorious occasions of Bangabandhu's
Birth Centenary and the Golden Jubiles of Bangiadesh's Independence. | am sure that you will
traasure these memories and feel proud to be a part of such a historic moment. You truly are
an integral part of a digital Bangladesh.

1 wish you all @ long and rewarding life. Go ahead, graduates of N5U, and may God hless you.

Allah Hafer,

Protessor Afiqul Islam, Ph.D.
Vice-Chancellor
Marth South Unhvansity
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(e

I thank our Honaratde Chanceifor and the Education Minister for allowing us to have this onfine
Convocation. It is indeed a wonderful day for us all because we are having this Convocation
during the auspiious occasion of the Bangabandhu Birth Centenary and the Galden lubilee of
our nation's indepandence. Though the Coronavirus pandemic has greatly impacted teaching
and learning all ower the world, we have tried our best to cope with this crisis through online
teaching. However, if this pandemic has taught us anything, i is how wulnerable and
dependent we are on each other.

I also thank the family and friesnds wha have supported our students through countless trials
and tributations on the arduous journey to today's event, thank you for your enthusiasm and
encouragement. To the graduating class of 2021, congratulations to you all on the
achievement of one of the most important milestones of your life.

Bangladesh has immense potentlal and i stands on the cusp of grestness. North South
University s engaged in producing competent and athical graduates with a global outlook. We
provide leaders to think globally and capable of leading locally, NSU graduates will be the
leaders of tomorrow's Bangladesh, They will be the pioneers in business, controlling and
directing our economic progress. They will design our technology and our transportation and
our places to live and work, They will make breakthroughs and will help those unabie to help
themaetves. They will not only understand our culture and the soul of our people; they will alse
be able to enrich our culture further,

Graduating from the top-ranked private university in the country, having acquired the
graduate attributes most relevant to the cortemporary world, our graduates have every
reasan to be confident, But It must be rermembered that the anly thing which is constant in this
world is ‘change’. Learning never ends, | am sure they will undertake continuous professional
development and pursue thair lifelong leaming,

I wish our latest hatch of graduates all the success in lile.

Professor Atiqul Islam

A Brief Histo f NSU

Naorth South University (NSU), the first private university in Bangladesh, was established in 1992 by the then Foundation for Promaotion of
Education and Research (FPER) - a charitable & non-profit organization. The FPER later was renamed as the NSU Foundation and is presently
named the North South University Trust. The Trust is comprised of a group of eminent industrialists, prominent patrons of education, notable
philanthropists, widely experienced academics and senior civil servants of the country. In the early 1990s, they had a dream to set up a world-class
university as a center of excellence in higher education in the private sector. Their dedication, tireless efforts, and hard work paved the way for
approval of the establishment of NSU.

Since, at that time, there was no relevant law in the country to set up and operate a university in the private sector, the Founders took the
initiative and extended their best efforts in assisting the then government in formulating the relevant law and enacting it. Subsequently, the
government, pursuant to the newly enacted law i.e. the Private University Act (PUA)-1992 (now repealed by PUA 2010), approved the
establishment of NSU. The University formally started its journey in a very modest way in February, 1993. Later, in 2012, the N5SU Foundation, in
light of the PUA 2010 and as instructed by the Ministry of Education and the University Grants Commission, formed the North South University
Trust with the same group of people in the Foundation and vested the entire management and administration of NSU in its Board of Trustees
(BOT). The Honorable President of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh is the Chancellor of NSU.

The Board of Trustees (BOT) is the apex policy making and approving body of the university. Mr. M. A, Kashem, eminent industrialist, renowned
patron of education, distinguished philanthropist, a dynamic social worker and one of the promoters and founder members of North South
University (NSU) has been elected unanimously as the Chalrman, Board of Trustees (BOT) of North South University on June 29, 2020,

He served as the Syndicate Member of Jahangirnagar University and Bangladesh Open University both for two consecutive terms. He was also the
former Chairman of the Association of Private Universities of Bangladesh. He is a successful former President of the Federation of Bangladesh
Chamber of Commerce and Industries (FBCC!), He is also the Founder Chairman and Director of Southeast Bank Ltd., a leading Bank in the country.
He is also assoclated with various soclal and philanthropic activities. He is the Founder Chalrman of M Kashem Trust, which is aimed at fostering
education through providing scholarships and stipends to the underprivileged students in his locality. He founded a modern non-profit hospital
named "Tareque Memorial-lbrahim General Hospital” in Chhagalnia upazilla, Feni, with an aim to provide all kinds of medical facilities to the rural
people. He made remarkable contributions to the export sector and for that he was awarded "President Export Trophy” twice. He was also
honored with Long Term and High Tax Payer-2011 award by NER. In 2019, Mr. Kashem received the "Abu Rushd Memorial Award” for his
outstanding contribution in higher education in Bangladesh, He was awarded the “C R Das Gold Medal” in recognition to his notable contribution
to the industrial sector,

The other members of the BOT are Mr. Azim Uddin Ahmed, Mr. Benajir Ahmed, Mr. M. A, Kalam, Mr. 5. M. Kamaluddin, Mr. Abul Kashem, Mrs.
Yasmin Kamal, Mrs, Rehana Rahman, Mr. A. 5. F. Rahman, Mr. Mohammed Shajahan, Dr. Junaid Kamal Ahmad, Mrs. Fawzia Naaz, Mr. Tanveer
Harun, and Mr. Aziz Al Kaiser. All of them are also the members of the NSU Trust. Professor Atfqul Islam, the Vice-Chancellor of NSU, is the
Ex-Officio Member of the BOT.

The Syndicate is next to the BOT and is headed by the Vice-Chancellor, The Vice-Chancellor is also the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the
University. He Is responsible for managing the administrative and academic affairs of the university as per the Private University Act 2010, and
implementing the pelicy guidelines set by the BOT. The Vice-Chancellor is assisted by a Pro- Vice-Chancellor and a Treasurer, All of them are
appointed by the Honorable Chancellor on recommendation of the BOT.

Professar Atiqul Islam is the current Vice-Chancellor of NSU. He was the Pro-Vice-Chancellor [Engagement) of Edith Crown University in Australia.
Earlier he served as the Dean of the Faculty of Business and Government at the University of Canberra. Over his long academic career, he served
at the University of Sydney, University of New South Wales, Curtin University, University of Canterbury and the National University of Singapore.
He has a strong track record in academic administration and negotiation of international programs.

In general, NSU is modeled on US universities and follows their academic features such as semester systems, credit hours, letter grades, etc. When
first introduced, its curricula of undergraduate programs such as Economics, Business, and Computer Science were largely modeled on the
curricula of the University of llinois at Urbana-Champaign and were duly approved by the University Grants Commission (UGC) of Bangladesh, the
highest guiding authority of higher education of the country. NSU has an International Advisory Board, comprised of scholars from all over the
world, to counsel and to suggest improvements on academic matters of the university.

The university is delivering a substantial general education curriculum, has a strategic plan, and has initiated and implemented student
instructional learning assessment for degree programs and courses, and is in the process of developing the infrastructure for evaluation of
institutional effectiveness for its institutional accreditation.
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| am happy to know that the 23" Convocation of North South University is being
held on 8 April 2021. On this joyous occasion, | extend my heartiest greetings
and best wishes to all the graduating students, their parents, current and
ex-students, faculty members and officials of the university,

In the light of the philosophy of education of the Greatest Bangalee of all times,
Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the Awami League
government has brought outstanding changes to education sector by attaching
top priority to this sector in the last 12 years. The present government has
persistently been working to produce knowledge and technology savwy human
resources by ensuring quality and time-worthy education in the country through
nurturing the next generation in the spirit of our War of Liberation, moral values
and national heritage. The government has taken some significant steps
towards expanding access to higher ‘education and enhancing its quality
alongside primary and higher secondary education in the country. Public
universities have been set up in almost all districts. The numbers of private
universities hawe increased significantly in the country in the last 12 years. By
Increasing the numbers of universities, the government has tirelessly been
working to ensure higher education facilities to the doorsteps of the
countrymen, The scope of educatton has been expanded through the
introduction of digital system in education, development of infrastructure,
establishment of new educational institutions, inclusion of more educational
institution under MPO facility, and construction of physical infrastructures,
| believe that economic development of the country depends on education and
human resource development. To this end, various initiatives have been taken
to expand education to educate hundred percent people of the country,
Academic Innovation Fund has been given to encourage creativity and promate
research at the higher education institutions in the country. Bangladesh
Research and Education Network (BAREN) has been established in erder to
increase technicat skills of the universities and connect foreign universities and
research institutes with the local universities. As a result, students and teachers
from different faculties of universities in the country have got the opportunity te
connect with the international academic communities and information hub.
‘Private Unkversity Act-2010° has been enacted to develop the quality of
education of the private universities. Besides, "Accreditation Council-Act-2016"
has been passed to control the quality of the universities,
We have relentlessly been working to turn Bangladesh into a middle-income
country by 2021 and a prosperous-developed one by 2041, | do believe that the
students of North South University will apply their acquired knowledge, talent
and creativity with patriotism, integrity and dedication to build
hunger-poverty-free Golden Bangladesh as dreamt by the Father of the Nation
from their respective position,
I wish the 23" Convacation of Narth South University a grand success, and bright
future of all the graduates.

Jol Bangla, Jol Bangabandhu

May Bangladesh Live Forever

e
e
= 0 %

Salman Fazlur Rahman mp

Advizer fo the Hon'ble Prima Miniter
Privale Secior Indusiry & invesiment
wermment ol Bohgiodesh

Message

It gives me immense pleasure to be able to deliver the Convocation Address for
the graduating class of 2021 of North South University which is the first and
without doubt one of the best private universities of Bangladesh. Thank you
wvery much for inviting me to speak. It is really a distinct honor.

Dear Graduates!

Heartiest Congratulations to the graduating class of 2021 for completing this
stage of your life. The graduation is going to be one of the most memorabie
incidents of your life. All of you have worked very hard in the last years and
today you are reaping the results of your hard work and dedication, On this day
when all of you are overjoyed on successlully finishing your studies and moving
on to further studies or to new challenges in employment, we must also
recognize your parents and guardians, who for most of you, have paid for your
education with their hard-earned money and who are full of pride today. While
the dedication and aHection of parents towards their children cannot be
measured by any monetary value, you must remember that your parents tried
their best for you to become an accomplished individual, When you will be out
in the world trying to shine, do not forget to do your part and continue to make
your parents proud.

As we celebrate your graduation, please do not forget that so many people
have, directly or otherwise, made contributions to your life that culminated into
your success. Today, you must also remember with gratitude the sincere efforts
and contributions of your respected professors and faculty members towards

E‘ your education and graduation,
- Finally, | am truly delighted to be here with you today to celebrate your success
W and achievement. My best wishes will follow each of you in every step you take.
M'} J Congratulations to the graduating class of 20211 May God bless you alll
Rabeya Sultana Tama Novalra Rahman Farzana Tamannur Ony Pramit Ananye Chakraborty loi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu
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< T | am delighted to know that North South University is holding its 23" Convoacation. It s
School of Health and Life Sciences 291 318 609 great occasion both for the university and the graduating students whose years of
dedication and labor can finally be celebrated on this day. My heartiest congratulations
Total 3096 918 4014 g0 out not only to the graduates but also their parents who no doubt had a role in the
success of thelr children. 1 also extend my appreciation to the faculty members without
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whose contribution Morth South University would not have come this far.

The University Grants Commission has been working tirelessly towards ensuring quality
education in Bangiadesh, Even the pandemic could not be an obstacle to tha education of
the millions of university students in the country. During this difficult pandemic period,
the Commission extended its full support to the universities to carry on their teaching
online. North South University, a cornerstone of progress at the tertary level in
Bangladesh, has played its due role in continuing the study of its students online and also
in maintaining the quality during this chaltenging time, | have been informed that in the
tatest QS Asia Umiversity Rankings- 2021, North South University has secured the number
one position amongst the private universities in Bangladesh and has also secured 228"
position amongst universities in Asia, | am also aware that in Business and Management
Studies, and Computer Sclence and Infarmation Systems, it has been ranked highly by 05
World University Rankings. This is no doubt a great achievernent for the NSU community,
and especially for today's graduates.

| hope the graduating students will play a duee role in the future development of our

country and | wish this convocation a grand success, 5

Professor Kazi Shahidullah
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LIVE Telecast on April 8, 2021 from 2.30 - 4:00 PM

Vision

North South University will be and will remain as a center of excellence in higher
education. 1t will gain recognition, nationally and globally, and will attract students,
and staff from all parts of the world.

facul

The mission of North South University Is to produce competent graduates in their
selected disciplines who will have productive careers or choose to engage in advanced
studies. Our students will be: Life-long learners with good beadership skifls; mare
proficient in oral, written and electronle communications; critical thinkers with
well-developed analytical skills; ethical and socially responsible; champions of diversity
and tolerance; globally aware with commitment to social justice and sustainability.

The university abims at: (1) Offering sockally relevant academic programs consisting of a
substantial general education component in all undergraduate programs; () Recruiting
and retahnh:& good students, well-trained faculty with graduate degrees from overseas,

and qualified staff; (3) Promoting effective teaching, quality research and autstanding
service; (4) Providing appropriate physical hdliﬁuinduuing dassraoms, laborataries,
and a library with state-of-the-art educational technology; (5) Supporting co-curricular
and extra-curricular activities; (6) Practicing good governance and administration that
encourage academic freedom and faculty-staff participation; and (7) Furposeful
engagement of our alumnl and community leaders,



