
INTERNATIONAL6 DHAKA THURSDAY APRIL 8, 2021, CHAITRA 25, 1427 BS

‘World in disarray’
Amnesty’s Agnes Callamard accuses 
world leaders of weaponising the  

pandemic to step up rights violations
AGENCIES

In its latest annual report detailing the state of human 
rights across the world, Amnesty International denounces 
world leaders for weaponising the Covid-19 pandemic to 
ramp up their assault on basic rights, while failing to stand 
up to the challenges posed by the coronavirus.  

In the 400-page report published yesterday, Amnesty’s 
newly appointed Secretary General Agnes Callamard 
described 2020 as “366 days that saw the fostering of lethal 
selfishness, cowardice, mediocrity, and toxic failures from 
xenophobia and racial hatred”.

The Amnesty report said richer countries were failing a 
“rudimentary” test of global solidarity by hoarding Covid 
vaccines as it accused China and others of exploiting the 
pandemic to undermine human rights.

According to an AFP count, more than half the 680 
million-plus doses administered worldwide have been in 
high-income countries, such as the US, Britain and Israel, 
while the poorest have received only 0.1 percent of the doses.

The report also highlighted how repressive regimes 
around the world used the pandemic as an excuse to 
suppress basic human rights.

“Some (leaders) have tried to normalise the overbearing 
emergency measures they’ve ushered in to combat Covid-19, 
whilst a particularly virulent strain of leader has gone a step 
further,” Callamard, who served as United Nations’ special 
rapporteur, said. 

“They have seen this as an opportunity to entrench their 
own power. Instead of supporting and protecting people, 
they have simply weaponised the pandemic to wreak 
havoc on people’s rights,” she added. 

Amnesty said during the health emergency, groups like 
women and migrants had been further marginalised in 
parts of the world.

“We face a world in disarray. At this point in the 
pandemic, even the most deluded leaders would struggle 
to deny that our social, economic and political systems are 
broken,” Callamard said.

“2020 is the history of who had less, gave the most and 
received the least. On the other hand, the leaders of the world, 
whether political or commercial, failed us,” she added.

NUCLEAR DEAL

Vienna talks 
open ‘new 
chapter’: Iran
AFP, Tehran

Iranian President Hassan 
Rouhani yesterday said that 
talks in Vienna on rescuing 
a troubled 2015 nuclear 
deal had opened a “new 
chapter”.  

An Iranian delegation 
met Tuesday with 
representatives of the 
remaining parties to the 
agreement to discuss how 
to bring Washington back 
into it and end crippling 
US sanctions and Iranian 
countermeasures. US 
wasn’t at the talks as Iran 
has refused to meet the US 
delegation so long as its 
sanctions remain in place.

US President Joe Biden 
has said he is ready to 
reverse the decision of his 
predecessor Donald Trump 
to withdraw from the 
agreement and reimpose 
unilateral sanctions.

“A new chapter has just 
been opened yesterday,” 
Rouhani told a cabinet 
meeting yesterday. “If 
(Washington) shows it 
is honest and sincere, ... 
I think we’ll be able to 
negotiate.”

The talks are to resume 
in Vienna tomorrow, a 
diplomat familiar with the 
discussions said.  

WEST BENGAL STATE POLLS

EC issues notice to Mamata
over Muslim vote appeal

OUR CORRESPONDENT, New Delhi

India’s Election Commission yesterday issued a notice to West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee asking her to explain her comments 
made during an election campaign meeting on April 3 when she asked the 
Muslims not to vote for the Bharatiya Janata Party.    

According to the EC notice issued this evening, the complaint refers 
to a portion of Mamata’s speech at the election rally in Tarakeshwar: “... 
I am requesting my minority brothers and sisters with folded hands... 
don’t divide the minority votes after listening to the devil... who had taken 
money from the BJP... He passes many communal statements and initiates 
clashes between Hindus and Muslims... comrades of the CPM and BIP is 
roaming around with money given by BJP to divide the minority votes”.

EC has given Mamata 48 hours to explain her remarks. 
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi had on the same day said her 

remarks reflected that minority votes are slipping out of her hands.
According to the 2011 Census, Muslims comprise 27 per cent of the 

state’s population.   

Backlash after Pakistan PM Khan 
links rape to how women dress
AFP, Islamabad

Pakistan rights campaigners have accused 
Prime Minister Imran Khan of “baffling 
ignorance” after the former playboy 
cricketer blamed how women dress for a 
rise in rape cases.  

In a weekend interview on live 
television, Oxford-educated Khan 
said an increase in rapes indicated the 
“consequences in any society where vulgarity is on 
the rise”.

“The incidents of rape of women... (have) 
actually very rapidly increased in society,” he said. 

He advised women to cover up to prevent 
temptation. “This entire concept of purdah is to 
avoid temptation, not everyone has the willpower 
to avoid it,” he said, using a term that can refer to 
modest dress or the segregation of the sexes. 

Hundreds have signed a statement 
circulating online yesterday calling 
Khan’s comments “factually incorrect, 
insensitive and dangerous”.

“Fault rests solely with the rapist 
and the system that enables the 
rapist, including a culture fostered 
by statements such as those made by 
(Khan),” the statement said.

The Human Rights Commission of 
Pakistan, an independent rights watchdog, said 
Tuesday it was “appalled” by the comments. 

“Not only does this betray a baffling ignorance 
of where, why and how rape occurs, but it also 
lays the blame on rape survivors, who, as the 
government must know, can range from young 
children to victims of honour crimes,” it said.

Pakistan regularly ranks among the worst places 
in the world for gender equality.   

General view of a fire at JOC Galaxy Apparel Co in Hlaing Thar Yar township, Yangon, Myanmar yesterday. The 

Chinese-owned factory was set on fire by anti-coup activists. Myanmar troops fired at anti-coup protesters 

yesterday, killing at least 13 people and wounding several, media said, as a series of small blasts hit the 

commercial capital Yangon.
PHOTO: REUTERS

India sees record rise in Covid cases
States impose new restrictions despite record-setting vaccination campaign

AGENCIES

India yesterday reported a record 115,736 
new coronavirus cases as world grappled 
with new surge in infections amid a 
shortage of vaccines which WHO called a 
‘travesty’.

Experts blame India’s fresh wave on people 
ignoring guidelines and attending huge 
religious and political and public events.

India has now recorded 12.8 million 
cases, the third-highest behind the United 
States and Brazil, although those nations 
have much smaller populations. 

Maharashtra, the worst-hit state and 
home to megacity Mumbai, has imposed a 
night curfew and weekend lockdowns are 
due to begin from tomorrow evening.

New Delhi imposed night curfews from 
Tuesday, and yesterday, Gujarat in western 
India extended after-dark restrictions to 20 
cities and banned large social and political 
gatherings.

The northern state of Punjab yesterday 
ordered a ban on political gatherings and 
extended a night curfew to the whole state 
while capping numbers at indoor funerals 

and weddings to 50 guests and 100 for 
outdoors.

The government has so far shied away 
from reimposing a nationwide lockdown 
after a shutdown in March 2020 -- one of 
the world’s toughest -- caused widespread 
human and economic misery.

Meanwhile, India yesterday claimed it 
has overtaken the United States to become 
the fastest Covid-19 vaccinating country 
with an average daily rate of 30,93,861 

vaccine doses, reported our New Delhi 
correspondent. 

The pandemic has now killed more than 
2.8 million people worldwide.

Amid all these dark and gloom, President 
Joe Biden on Tuesday announced that all 
adults across America will be eligible for 
Covid-19 vaccines within two weeks. 

In stark contrast, many other countries 
in Europe are lagging behind in vaccination 
and have been forced to reimpose deeply 

unpopular shutdowns to battle stubbornly 
high caseloads. One problem in Europe has 
been a wave of concern over the safety of 
the AstraZeneca vaccine and its reported 
links to blood clots.

Meanwhile, restrictions on exporting 
its Covid vaccines have left India’s Serum 
Institute needing financial help from the 
government, its CEO said.

India last month put the brakes on exports 
of AstraZeneca jabs made by the institute. The 
company now requires additional funding of 
30 billion rupees ($408 million) to ramp up 
capacity and has asked the government for 
financial help, he added.

Meanwhile, the head of the World Health 
Organization said on Tuesday slammed the 
mismanagement in vaccine distribution.

“Scaling up production and equitable 
distribution remains the major barrier 
to ending the acute stage of the Covid-19 
pandemic,” Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
told a news conference.

“It’s a travesty that in some countries 
health workers and those at-risk groups 
remain completely unvaccinated.”  

Biden says all adult 
Americans eligible for Covid 

vaccine by April 19

Who chief slams ‘travesty’ as 
some nations yet to begin 

vaccination

Restriction on exports forces 
Serum Institute to seek Indian 

govt funds

City

Crucial second dose vaccine
FROM PAGE 1

Over 55 lakh people, which is about 1.7 
percent of the country’s population of 170 
million, have received the first shot.

The government currently has around 
45 lakh doses in stock to simultaneously 
administer the first and second doses. 
Experts say it’s not enough for an 
uninterrupted inoculation campaign. 

Besides, there is an uncertainty over 
future shipments from the Serum Institute 
of India which has failed to ship the third 
consignment of 50 lakh doses of the 
AstraZeneca vaccine in the last week of 
March.

Bangladesh purchased three crore doses 
of the AstraZeneca vaccine from Serum and 
has so far received only 70 lakh doses in two 
instalments. According to the agreement, 
Bangladesh was supposed to get 1.5 core 
doses in monthly shipments of 50 lakh 
doses from January.

The country also received 32 lakh doses 
in two instalments as gifts from the Indian 
government. The uncertainty over the new 
shipment was also evidenced in a recent 
statement of Serum CEO Adar Poonawalla.

Serum will be able to resume vaccine 
export if the second wave of Covid-19 in 
India is checked by June-July, Poonawalla 
was quoted as saying, reports our 
correspondent in New Delhi.

Serum’s present manufacturing capacity 
is “very strained” and has put the company’s 
commercial supply commitment to other 
countries under stress, Poonawalla said on 
Tuesday night.

Serum produces 60-65 million doses of 
the vaccine named Covishield every month, 
he said, adding that the firm supplied 
around 100 million doses to the Indian 
government and exported 60 million doses. 
But the company is “still short of being able 
to supply to every Indian” who needs the 

vaccine.
Poonawalla also said ramping up vaccine 

production could take nearly three months.
The delay is likely to keep Bangladesh 

from getting on time the doses from the 
Covax, which has committed to give 6.8 
crore shots to the country. 

The country is supposed to receive 
10,908,000 shots by May, as per that 
commitment.

Contacted, Health Minister Zahid 
Maleque said vaccination would continue 
as long as there are doses in stock.

“But Serum’s commitment needs to 
be fulfilled by this month if we are to 
run the vaccination campaign smoothly. 
Otherwise, it will stumble,” he said, adding 
that the ministry was constantly in touch 
with Beximco Pharmaceuticals, the local 
agent of Serum.

He hopes that the next shipment will 
arrive soon.

Beximco Managing Director Nazmul 
Hassan Papon said he was expecting an 
update about the shipment next week.

“We hope we will get the details from 
Serum shortly.”

Officials said the government was 
exploring alternative sources for the 
vaccine. The health ministry  has written to 
AstraZeneca to either give Bangladesh the 
vaccine seed or the doses in bulk so that it 
can be produced or put in ampules locally.

The government also talked to the 
Chinese and Russian ambassadors in 
Dhaka to purchase the vaccine called 
BBIBP-CorV and Sputnik V respectively.

As of yesterday, the government did not 
get any response from any of the sources.

Pharmaceutical companies in 
Bangladesh are also communicating with 
vaccine inventors to be able to produce the 
shots in the country.


