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One held 
for murder
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Police on Saturday detained 
a member of a fraud gang 
from Joypurhat’s Panchbibi 
upazila for allegedly luring 
a youth to Narayanganj for 
a job and killing him.

The arrestee is Abdur 
Rouf, 25, of Uchna village 
in the upazila. 

OC of Panchbibi Police 
Station Polash Deb said 
one Sagar Islam, 26, of 
Hatkhola village, paid Tk 6 
lakh to Abdur Rouf to avail 
a job by the end of March. 

On March 24, an 
unknown caller called Sagar 
out of his home and left for 
Dhaka to settle the matter.

M e a n w h i l e , 
Narayanganj’s Sonargaon 
police recovered Sagar’s 
body from Bodyerbazar 
village the following 
morning.

Man crushed 
under train 
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

A young man was crushed 
to death under the wheels of 
a running train in Joypurhat 
town yesterday.

The deceased, Abu 
Hossain, 32, son of Asad 
Mia of Veti village in 
Joypurhat Sadar upazila, 
was owner of a makeshift 
tea stall at Purba Bazar in 
the town. 

Quoting witnesses, 
police said the accident 
occurred when Khulna-
bound Rupsa Express 
train hit Abu while he was 
crossing the rail tracks in 
Sagarpara area yesterday 
noon, leaving him dead on 
the spot. 

Dozen mass graves in Lalmonirhat 
lie neglected

Pakistani occupation forces and collaborators killed 600 Bangalees on April 5 in 1971
S DILIP ROY

April 5, 1971 is a black day that lives 
on in the memory of survivors and 
the Liberation War generation of 
Lalmonirhat. 

On that day, Pakistani forces -- with 
the help of the Biharis -- had started 
picking up Bangalees from around 
Lalmonirhat and taking them to a spot 
near the railway station area.

Siblings Saiful Islam, 68, and Akter 
Hossain, 66, among the few detainees 
who survived, recently shared with 
The Daily Star their memories of the 
massacre that followed. 

Saiful and Akter were 18 and 16 years 
old respectively and their family lived 
in the town’s Wireless Colony area, as 
their father, late Entaz Ali, was a railway 
employee.

“A group of Bihari led by Kala Khan, 
alias Kala Gunda, came to our residence 
at around noon. They forcibly entered 
our house by breaking open the doors,” 
said Saiful.

“They took us near the railway area. 
We saw many Bangalees who were 
brought there in a similar way,” he 
added.

They did not count the number of 
people there, Akter said.

“But after independence, we came to 
know that over 600 people were there. 
Of them, 88 were family members of 

railway staff, including a few doctors 
from the railway hospital.”

The Pakistani forces kept the people 
standing in a row. Suddenly, following 
a directive of a Pakistani Major Seresta 
Khan, they opened fire on the Bangalees.

“The bullet-hit people instantly fell 
to the ground. Almost all of them died 
on the spot. My brother and I sustained 
bullet injuries on our arms and legs. We 
also fell on the ground and pretended to 
be dead,” said Akter.

Then, the brothers said, the Pakistani 
forces asked members of the local 
Harijan community -- who traditionally 

work as sweepers -- to dump the bodies 
into nearby canals. 

Subsequently, the forces and their 
collaborators left the scene, assuming 
that all the people were dead.

“At that time, a Harijan man Nanna 
Bashfor came to us hearing our 
screaming and asked us to flee quickly.

“Our physical condition was so 
bad that we could not stand up. But 
we started crawling and left,” recalled 
Saiful.

The brothers are still haunted by the 
brutality of that day’s massacre, said 
Akter.

BANGALEE-BIHARI CLASHES 
DURING THE WAR

This is not the only major incident in 
which Biharis played a prominent role 
in the killing of Bangalees.

Survivors and freedom fighters said 
Biharis in Lalmonirhat had helped 
Pakistani forces throughout the entire 
Liberation War.

As Lalmonirhat was a railway 
divisional headquarters, many Urdu-
speaking non-Bangalees, or Biharis 
as they were referred to, had been 
working and living there for a long 
time, they said.

On February 25, 1971, clashes took 
place between Bangalees and Biharis in 
the town.

Later, on March 26, a Bangalee college 
student Shahjahan Ali, a resident of the 
town’s Thana Para area, was shot dead 
by Bihari fighters at Up-Yard colony, now 
named Shaheed Shahjahan Colony.

He was Lalmonirhat’s first martyr.
On April 1, Pakistan forces -- 

accompanied by Biharis -- arrived in 
Lalmonirhat by helicopter.

At that time, Bangalee members 
of EPR (East Pakistan Rifles), police, 
students, and ordinary Bangalees 
attacked Lalmonirhat Air Base -- 
leading to the deaths of Pakistani army 
personnel and Biharis.

Valiant freedom fighter Abu Bakkar 
Siddique said the then Lalmonirhat 
Sadar Police Station’s Officer-in-Charge 
Mir Mosharrof Hossain, who was later 
martyred, led the operation.

In retaliation, the Pakistani army 
along with Biharis, conducted a massacre 
on April 4 and 5, said Siddique, also 
the commander of Lalmonirhat Sadar 
Upazila Muktijoddha Sangsad.

Thousands of Bangalees fleeing 
from other parts of the country were 
also passing through or temporarily 
sheltering in Lalmonirhat, a northern 
bordering district town, and adjoining 
areas at the time.

They comprised a large number of 
those slain by the occupation forces, the 
Biharis, and the Razakars.

There are around a dozen mass 
graveyards in Lalmonirhat, but these 
are still neglected and unpreserved, said 
Siddique.

“We urge the government and 
authorities concerned to take necessary 
measures to preserve the massacre 
grounds to keep the memories of 
our heroic sons alive for the young 
generation,” he said.

The rickshaw stand area, where nearly 600 Bangalees were brutally killed by the Pakistani occupation forces and their 

collaborators, in Lalmonirhat town. Below, one of the mass graves in the town that lies unprotected even after 50 years of 

the country’s independence. PHOTO: STAR

Thrice MP
FROM PAGE 12

of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on the Ministry 
of Civil Aviation and Tourism. 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, other ministers, and 
leaders of different political parties have expressed deep 
shock and sorrow at the demise. 

In a condolence message, the prime minister prayed for 
the eternal peace of the departed soul and conveyed deep 
sympathy to the bereaved family. 

Road Transport and Bridges Minister Obaidul Quader, 
Finance Minister AHM Mustafa Kamal, Planning Minister 
MA Mannan, Health Minister Zahid Maleque, Information 
and Broadcasting Minister Hasan Mahmud, Law Minister 
Anisul Huq, among others also expressed deep shock and 
sorrow at the death of Aslamul Hoque. 

In separate messages, they said Aslamul would be 
remembered for his welfare activities.
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They’ve right
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investigations are running in connection with corruption 
allegations or cases from leaving the country, and they have 
the right to free movement according to the constitution, 
the court had said on March 16.

A citizen’s liberty of movement involves his or her 
personal independence, which is universal, the HC said in 
the full-text verdict released yesterday.

If such a liberty has to be restricted, it has to be done 
within the prescribed rule or procedure of the relevant law, 
which means that no one should be condemned unheard 
before any action is taken against him or her, the HC bench 
said in the full text of the verdict.

“We have no hesitation in saying that controlling and 
restricting citizens’ constitutional right to movement 
by any individual or authorities on whimsical desire is 
unconstitutional,” read the verdict.

The HC bench came up with the judgment following the 
writ petition filed by one Ataur Rahman from Narsingdi 
challenging the Anti-Corruption Commission’s (ACC’s) 
action to restrain him from going abroad as a graft allegation 
against him was being inquired.

The HC declared the ACC’s action illegal and allowed 
Ataur to go to Sweden where he lives with his family.

The ACC issued a notice on August 24, 2020, asking Ataur, 
known as Sweden Ataur, to submit his wealth statement to 
the commission.

After he submitted the statement, the anti-graft body 
started an inquiry into his wealth and on December 20 that 
year, issued a letter to immigration police to refrain Ataur 
from going to Sweden.

Ataur then filed the petition with the HC challenging the 
ACC’s action.

In the full text of the verdict, the HC bench observed, “It 
is the reality that enquiry or investigation of corruption or 
money laundering cases is a matter of time, though there is 
a time limit under the relevant rules.

“Our judicial experience says the commission [Anti-
Corruption Commission] or other investigation agency or 
authority cannot complete enquiry or investigation within 
the stipulated period.

“It is also a reality that many corruption suspects or 
accused are leaving the country at the enquiry or investigation 
stage and cannot later be put before the law and courts.

“Considering these realities, it has become indispensable to 
formulate necessary laws or rules in order to restrain or control 
the movement of people involved in enquiries or investigations 
related to corruption or money laundering cases…”

“Provisions of assigning reasons for restricting the 
suspects from leaving the county and scope for placing their 
[aggrieved persons] statements or objections have to be 
included in the law or rules.

“Imposing such embargo on a person for an indefinite 
period is an unconstitutional and antihuman measure 
and therefore, specifying a time limit to this effect will be 
justified,” reads the verdict.

In the full text of the verdict, the HC bench also observed 
that the competent courts concerned will have the full 
jurisdiction to pass necessary orders on whether such people 
against whom inquiries or investigations are underway can 
go abroad until a law is enacted or rules are framed to this 
effect.

“The competent courts can permit the enquiry or 
investigation agencies to impose embargo on suspect 
persons from leaving the country and it [embargo] cannot 
be more than 60 days,” the HC said in the verdict.

The ACC on March 21 filed the petition with the Appellate 
Division seeking stay on the HC verdict. The stay petition is 
pending with the apex court.


