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Ismail Hossain (L) and Shirin Akter continued their dominance in the 100m sprint by winning gold medals in the men’s and women’s events
respectively in the Bangabandhu 9th Bangladesh Games at the Bangabandhu National Stadium yesterday.

Uncertainty overshadows achievements
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as anxiety.
The Bangladesh  Olympic
Th
ere were records set Association (BOA) is awaiting

%ﬁ i in various disciplines
A ‘¥ while sprint king and
q . queen  consolidated
their thrones on the
third day of the Bangabandhu
9th Bangladesh Games yesterday,
but all the joy and thrill were
overshadowed by the impending
restrictions on proceedings
following a government declaration
of nationwide lockdown.
High-placed officials of the
government yesterday declared
that a nationwide seven-day
lockdown will come into effect
from Monday, with a possibility
of extension. The details of the
lockdown, which are expected
to be released through a circular
today, will see movement of people
across the country restricted to
a great extent, putting serious
question marks over the fate of the
Games, which got underway on
Thursday amid enthusiasm as well

the government circular before
coming to a decision.

“Once we get the circular, we
will have a clear understanding as
per the extent of lockdown,” Bashir
Ahmed Mamun, the chairman of
steering committee of the Games,
said in a video message to media.

“Most of the body-contact
events will be finished by April 4.
We will decide on the remaining
events after consultation among
ourselves and with directives from
the health ministry. For now, the
events are on as scheduled till
April 4,” the message added.
Ismail, Shirin continue
dominance
The king and queen of track
continued their long dominance
in the national circuit as Ismail
Hossain and Shirin Akter - both
Bangladesh Navy athletes --
comfortably clinched the titles of
men’s and women’s 10m sprint

at the Bangabandhu
Stadium’s athletics track.
Ismail clocked 10.50 seconds
to grab the gold - his fourth title
at the national level - beating
teammate Abdur Rouf by 0.10
seconds. The Navy athlete, who
won a silver medal in long jump
event during the last Bangladesh
Games back in 2013, was happy to
add another gold to his cabinet.
“I'm  satisfied with my
performance during this pandemic.
There was less preparation so the
timing was not good, but I'm
happy to win the gold,” Ismail
said, whose timing in the last
national event was 10.20 seconds.
Shirin, who finished second in
the same event in 2013, was happy
to extend her dominance with
a 12th gold medal. “I have won
a consecutive 12 gold medals in
this event in the country, which is
a record. Furthermore, this is my
first gold in the Bangladesh Games
hence it is special.”
Meanwhile, Masud Khan of

Navy declared his retirement after
retaining his gold medal in men's
110m hurdles. Tamanna Akter of
the same team won the women's
hurdles event in 14.50 seconds.
Three records in pool

There were three new national
records set at the Syed Nazrul Islam
National Swimming Complex in
the first day of swimming events.

Jewel set a new record in 200m
backstroke, clocking 16.12 seconds
to beat his previous record by
0.01 seconds. “The gold was more
important to me than the record.
I'm happy to have started on a
positive note,” said the national
champion.

Meanwhile, Nahid broke his
own 100m butterfly record in
men’s event by 0.11 seconds with
a 56.71 second dash while Sonia
bettered the women’s 100m
butterfly record by 1. 83 seconds
with a timing of 1 minute 7.12
seconds.

There were five new records,
too, in cycling events on the day.

IPL faces

AGENCIES

Delhi Capitals

spinner  Axar
Patel has
lpl_ tested positive
for Covid-19

ahead of the start of their Indian
Premier League (IPL) campaign
next week, the team said on
Saturday. Meanwhile, a week
before the iconic Wankhede
Stadium in Mumbai is to host
the first match, eight groundsmen
who work at the facility have
tested positive for Covid-19.
According to reports, there
are 19 groundsmen who work
at the stadium and the Mumbai
Cricket Association (MCA) last
week had made their employees
undergo the Covid-19 test. While
three people tested positive for

coronavirus threat
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England and Kolkata Knight Riders captain Eoin Morgan, who was
ruled out of the final two 0DIs against India in the recently concluded
series due to a hand injury, appeared in relaxed mood at training in

Chennai yesterday.
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Covid-19 on March 26, in another
round of tests, five more people
were found to be positive for the
virus on April 1. A Chennai Super
Kings member has also tested
positive for the novel Coronavirus
on Saturday in Mumbai.

The upcoming edition of the
Indian Premier League will start
from April 9, with defending
champions Mumbai Indians taking
on Virat Kohli's Roya Challengers
Bangalore in the season opener at
the M. A. Chidambaram Stadium
in Chennai.

Delhi in a statement said the
27-year-old Axar had checked
into the team hotel in Mumbai
on Sunday with a negative report.
“His report from the second
COVID test, came positive,”
the 2020 IPL finalists said in a
statement.
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Major headlines were
made on Thursday when
the International Cricket
Council (ICC) decided
that the Bangladesh
women's team were to be
awarded Test status.

The members of the women's team, who
are preparing for their first series since the
Covid-19 outbreak last year against South
Africa Emerging team, were obviously
overjoyed by the news. But it is a matter
of fact that the Bangladesh Cricket Board
(BCB) will have to start from scratch when
it comes to forming a cricketing structure
for women, especially as female cricketers
are yet to experience longer versions of the
game, even in the domestic circuit.

According to the chairman of the BCB
Women'’s Wing and board director Shafiul
Alam Nadel, the first task is to form a good

cricketing structure.

“We were planning to start longer-
version cricket for female cricketers through
two-day competitions. But due to Covid-19
and our plans to host the ICC Under-19
World Cup, we were focusing more on T20
cricket. Although we are still waiting for
an official email from the ICC about Test
status, we obviously have to focus on our
structure as a Test-playing nation,” Nadel
told The Daily Star yesterday.

The Bangladesh men’s team is still
struggling to form a settled domestic
structure that emphasises the longest
format and are yet to become a good Test
unit despite entering the elite club 21 years
ago.

However, according to veteran coach and
former BCB women'’s wing development
manager Nazmul Abedin Fahim, the
Bangladesh women’s team getting Test
status has actually come as a blessing in
disguise that will allow women’s cricket to
start from scratch.

“It's a good thing to start from scratch
as there are very few women's teams,
apart from England and Australia, who
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Can 21 years of limbo lay a
better blueprint for women?

Tests have not been the focus in the
worldwide context of women’s cricket.
England and Australia have played three
Tests in the last five years while India and
South Africa played their last Test in 2014.
West Indies, Pakistan, and New Zealand have
not played a Test match since 2004 while Sri
Lanka played their only Test back in 1998,
Ireland in 2000 and the Netherlands in 2007.

emphasise Test cricket. There are even a few
teams who didn’t play more than one Test.
So, if we can target the number six spot in
the rankings and work accordingly, I think
it is possible to get there,” said Fahim.
Apart from developing the structure,
Fahim believes it is important to
strengthen the women’s wing and make
it an independent body separate from the
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men’s team.

“Even the men’s have a shortage of
grounds and other facilities but if the
women’s cricketers can have exclusive
grounds, facilities and selection policy,
the board could give them the financial
security by getting them under a salary
structure. It will certainly boost the morale
of the players. Even the guardians of the
girls will be encouraged to allow them to
play cricket. The women’s team can have
their own sponsors if they start to play
well,” he said.

“If we can also form four zonal teams
and emphasise on age-level cricket, I am
sure there will be many players coming into
the system. Then we can think of having an
A team and strengthening our pipeline.
We could gradually increase from two-day
cricket to three-day cricket because players
have hardly batted for more than three
hours while bowlers have not bowled more
than ten overs in a game in the past.”

According to the prominent cricketing
brain, who has mentored the likes of
Shakib Al Hasan, if women’s cricket gets
emphasis from the board, it will also have a
good effect socially on Bangladesh overall.

Salahuddin not pleased
with Jamie Day

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh Football
Federation president
Kazi Salahuddin has
publicly  expressed
dissatisfaction  over
the performance of
the national team and its head coach
Jamie Day in the recently-concluded
Three Nations Cup in Nepal, where
Bangladesh finished as runners-up.

The BFF boss, following a meeting
with Day and his deputy Stuart
Watkiss, told media that he hoped the
team would emerge as champions,
adding that the BFF has asked for a
written report on the performance of
the team from the coaching staff.

“I am not entirely satisfied with
his explanation, but he has his own
arguments. He said the team conceded
two goals in the final but did not
concede any in the previous four or
five matches. He will submit a written
report within a few days,” Salahuddin
told media.

Bangladesh started the tournament
with a 1-0 win over Kyrgyzstan U-23
and were then held to a goalless draw
by Nepal in the last round-robin
match before a 2-1 defeat against the
hosts in the final.

As much as the performance, it was
the coach’s experimentation with
the team which apparently irked the
BFF higher-ups. Salahuddin, during
the tournament, had repeatedly told
media that he wanted his best team
to play to win the title. Day, on the
other hand, was intent on testing
out youngsters with the squad till
the last game.

“The coach claimed he played his
best eleven in the final and the ones
who did not get in were due to fitness.
I said you couldn't bring the result,
which he conceded. We argued over
the points,” Salahuddin said.

Day was given a two-year extension
to his contract in August last year
following a fairly satisfactory first two
years in charge, during which time he
saw Bangladesh through to the last 16
of the Asian Games before navigating
the senior team through a difficult
World Cup Qualifying playoff.

However, the team'’s failure to reach

SPORTS REPORTER

All football competitions in the
country might remain suspended
in light of the imposition of a
weeklong lockdown in the country,
according to Bangladesh Football
Federation officials.

The federation’s vice-president
Kazi Nabil Ahmed said the second
phase of the Bangladesh Premier
League, which was supposed
to resume on April 8, would be
suspended.

“Since the nationwide lockdown
by decree of the government will
be in place from Monday, the
(Bangladesh Premier) league will
not start this week,” Nabil told
media at the BFF House yesterday.

According to BFF officials, the

Football to be suspended?

the final in Bangabandhu Gold Cup,
SAFF Championship and SA Games
since then and the second-place finish
in the Three Nations Cup has put his
job on the line.

Inreply to a question about whether
the BFF was contemplating any
change in that position, Salahuddin
said: “If they don't perform, anything
can happen. However, considering
everything it (change) is not possible
now. But I can’t say what will happen
after the World Cup Qualifiers (in
June). Anything can happen. It all
depends on result,” Salahuddin said.

other ongoing football events
might be suspended once a gazette
on lockdown is released by the
government.

That would mean the ongoing
Women’'s Football League and
Third Division Football League
could be suspended while the
Bangladesh Championship League,
which was scheduled to resume
from April 12, might not resume
in time.

The suspension will, however,
not be applicable on ongoing
Bangabandhu 9th  Bangladesh
Games -- men’s and women's
events — which are currently taking
place. The decision regarding the
Games events will be taken by the
Bangladesh Olympic Association.
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