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UN investigator criticises 

Saudi ‘bully-boy tactics’
AFP, Geneva

A UN rights expert yesterday accused Saudi Arabia of bullying after a top 
official allegedly threatened her life following her probe into journalist 
Jamal Khashoggi’s 2018 murder.

“The Saudi Arabia threat against me was brazen, it took place in a high 
level diplomatic setting and it was made public, confirmed by the UN,” 
Agnes Callamard said in a tweet.

Such “bully-boy tactics should not find shelter anywhere,” she insisted.
“They do not belong at the UN, but regrettably, often find 

accommodation there.”
At a meeting with UN officials in Geneva in January 2020, a senior 

Saudi official threatened twice to have Callamard “taken care of” if she 
was not restrained by the United Nations, The Guardian newspaper 
reported this week.

Without naming the Saudi official, Callamard -- the UN’s special 
rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary and arbitrary executions -- told 
the British daily that the comment was perceived by her Geneva-based 
colleagues as a “death threat”.

Rupert Colville, a spokesman for the UN rights office, confirmed to AFP 
that “the details in the Guardian story about the threat aimed at Agnes 
Callamard are accurate”. The UN body had informed Callamard about the 
threat, he added.

“The Secretary-General’s message is very simple and very clear, that 
any and all such threats are unacceptable,” a spokesperson for the 
UN chief said. Awwad Alawwad, the head of Saudi Arabia’s Human 
Rights Commission, meanwhile said Thursday that Callamard and UN 
officials believed he made the threat, something he rejected “in the 
strongest terms.”
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Polling officials check election materials after collecting them from a distribution centre ahead of the first phase 

of West Bengal state assembly election, in Purulia district, India yesterday. The much-awaited assembly elections 

in West Bengal will be held over eight rounds from today to April 29 for 294 seats.

ALLEGED UIGHUR DISINFORMATION

UK slams China 
sanctions
AFP, Beijing

Britain’s prime minister accused China of “gross 
rights violations” against the Muslim Uighur minority 
yesterday after Beijing aimed sanctions at UK lawmakers 
and lobby groups, widening a rift with Western powers 
over alleged abuses in Xinjiang.

At least one million Uighurs and people from other 
mostly Muslim groups have been held in camps in 
northwestern Xinjiang, according to rights groups, who 
accuse authorities of forcibly sterilising women and 
imposing forced labour.

The European Union, Britain, Canada and United 
States sanctioned several members of Xinjiang’s political 
and economic hierarchy this week in co-ordinated 
action over allegations of widespread abuse in the 
region, which the US has said amounts to genocide.

Beijing, which insists Xinjiang is an “internal affair”, 
has gone into attack mode, imposing sanctions on 
individuals from the EU and Britain who have taken up 
the Uighur cause.

It has also fuelled a social media PR war against 
several Western brands operating inside China, which 
has seen calls for boycotts, and celebrities dropping 
endorsements.

Yesterday, China announced sanctions against nine 
British individuals and four entities, saying they had 
“maliciously spread lies and disinformation” over 
Beijing’s treatment of Uighurs.

SOURCE: AFP, REUTERS

NEWS IN BRIEF 

NYT digital ‘NFT’ article sells 
for $563,000

A New York Times columnist on Thursday sold 
one of his articles in digital form for $563,000, 

the latest example of the craze surrounding 
“non fungible tokens,” which collectors are 
snapping up. Keven Roose’s article entitled 

“Buy This Column on the Blockchain” was itself 
aimed at trying to test the market as to what 

sort of items would sell in the form of an “NFT.” 
A non-fungible token (NFT) is a digital object, 

such as a drawing, piece of music, photo, or 
video, with a certificate of authenticity created 
by blockchain technology. This authentication 

by a network of computers is considered 
inviolable. The virtual object, which is actually 
a computer file, can be exchanged or sold with 
its certificate. NFTs have become popular in the 
past six months, as wealthy collectors turn to 

the digital market during the pandemic.

Pfizer begins Covid vaccine 
trial in young children

Pfizer said Thursday it had begun clinical trials 
for its Covid vaccine in children under the age 

of eleven, an early sign of the next stage of 
the global immunization campaign. “Together 

with our partner BioNTech, we have dosed 
the first healthy children in a global Phase 

1/2/3 continuous study to further evaluate the 
safety, tolerability, and immunogenicity of the 

Pfizer-BioNTech Covid-19 vaccine,” the company 
said in a statement to AFP. “We are proud to 

start this much needed study for children and 
families eagerly awaiting a possible vaccine 

option.” According to details posted on the site 
clinicaltrials.gov, the company is testing three 

different dosing levels for use in this age group.  
The company is already testing the shots in 

children aged 12 to 15, and its US emergency 
authorization covers people aged 16 and up.

Spain police bust suspected 
al-Qaeda finance ring

Spanish police said Thursday they had 
dismantled a ring suspected of financing 

Al-Qaeda and arrested three men, including 
the top representative of Spain’s Muslim 

community. Those detained were suspected 
of having “exploited an NGO to finance the 

activities of terrorist fighters,” a National Police 
statement said. The organisation is believed to 
have collected donations for orphaned children 
in Syria, but “a part” of the funds went instead 

to areas of Syria “controlled by Al-Qaeda militias 
with the aim of supporting their fighters”, 

it added. “Another part of the proceeds was 
destined to defray the expenses of a school 

centre for orphaned children located in a 
conflict zone, whose activities were focused on 

the training of future mujahideen.”

China will not surpass US
Says Biden, vows to invest heavily to ensure America prevails in 
rivalry between two largest economies
AGENCIES

US President Joe Biden on Thursday 
said he would prevent China from 
passing the United States to become 
the most powerful country in the 
world, vowing to invest heavily to 
ensure America prevails in the rivalry 
between the world’s two largest 
economies.

Biden said he had spent “hours 
upon hours” with Xi Jinping when 
he served as vice president under 
former President Barack Obama, and 
was convinced the Chinese president 
believed autocracy - not democracy - 
held the key to the future.

The Democratic president said 
he had made it clear to Xi that the 
United States was not looking for 
confrontation, but would insist China 
abide by international rules for fair 
competition, fair trade and respect for 
human rights.

“China has an overall goal ... to 
become the leading country in the 
world, the wealthiest country in the 
world, and the most powerful country 
in the world,” he told reporters at 

the White House. “That’s not going 
to happen on my watch because the 
United States is going to continue to 
grow.”

Biden took aim at Xi and Russian 
President Vladimir Putin for 
embracing autocracy.

“He’s one of the guys, like Putin, 
who thinks that autocracy is the 
wave of the future, (and) democracy 
can’t function in an ever-complex 
world,” the president told his first 
news conference since taking office in 
January.

Earlier in March, Biden told ABC 
News he believed Putin was “a killer,” 

which sparked fury in Moscow, 
reports Reuters.

“He (Xi) doesn’t have a democratic 
- with a small ‘d’ - bone in his body, 
but he’s a smart, smart guy,” he said.

The US president also warned 
North Korea that the United States 
will “respond accordingly” if it 
escalates its military testing, after 
Pyongyang fired two missiles in its 
first major provocation since he took 
office.

The nuclear-armed North has a 
long history of using weapons tests 
to ramp up tensions, in a carefully 
calibrated process to try to forward its 
objectives, reports AFP.

Biden’s response demonstrates a 
change of tone from his predecessor 
Donald Trump, who engaged in an 
extraordinary diplomatic bromance 
with North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un and last year repeatedly played 
down similar short-range launches.

Pyongyang had been biding its 
time since the new administration 
took office, not even officially 
acknowledging its existence until 
last week.

COUP IN MYANMAR

Four more protesters killed
Tensions high as activists call for Armed Forces Day protests; Russia 
extends support to junta
AGENCIES

Myanmar security forces shot dead 
four pro-democracy protesters 
yesterday, witnesses and local media 
reports said, as activist leaders called 
for a huge show of defiance to the 
ruling military junta on the country’s 
Armed Forces Day today.  

The World Bank said Myanmar’s 
economy could slump 10% this year 
due to the turmoil since the coup 
last month that overthrew the elected 
government of Aung San Suu Kyi.

But in a week that saw international 
pressure on the generals ramped up 
with new US and European sanctions, 
Russia offered support for the military 
and said it wanted to strengthen ties.

Protesters against the junta have 
taken to the streets almost daily 
since the Feb.1 coup, prompting an 
uncompromising crackdown by the 
security forces.

Demonstrations took place across 
the country overnight and yesterday, 
including in the Mandalay and 
Sagaing regions, as well as in Karen 
and Chin states, media reports said

Security forces opened fire on 
protesters waving black flags in the 
southern town of Myeik, a witness 

said.
“Two were killed by head shots,” 

the witness told Reuters. “We cannot 
pick up the (third) dead body as 
many security forces are there”.

Several other people were 
wounded, said the witness, who 
requested anonymity for fear of 
retribution.

Another witness said he had seen a 
fourth body. Myanmar Now news said 
four people were killed in the town. 
At least 320 people have been killed 
in the weeks of unrest that followed 
the coup, according to figures as of 
Thursday night from the Assistance 
Association for Political Prisoners 
(AAPP) activist group.

Its data shows that at least 25 
percent of those who were killed 
died from shots to the head, raising 
suspicions they were deliberately 
targeted for killing.

People inspect the damage after two trains have collided near the city of Sohag in Egypt yesterday. At least 32 people were killed 

and 66 injured in the collision in southern Egypt, the health ministry said. PHOTO: REUTERS
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Tugs, dredgers try to free Ever Given
Report says Suez blockage holding up $9.6b of goods a day
AGENCIES

Tugboats and dredgers were working 
yesterday to free a giant container 
ship blocking Egypt’s Suez Canal 
for a fourth day, forcing companies 
to re-route services from the vital 
shipping lane around Africa.

The MV Ever Given, which is 
longer than four football fields, has 
been wedged diagonally across the 
entire canal since Tuesday, when 
social media users began posting 
about it.

The blockage has caused huge 
traffic jams for dozens of ships and 
major delays in the delivery of oil 
and other products.

An official from Shoei Kisen 
Kaisha, the Japanese company that 
owns the ship, told AFP yesterday 
that crews were working to refloat it.

“Tug boats and dredgers are being 
used to crush rocks” in efforts to 
dislodge the boat, she told AFP, 
adding that the company did not 
have information on the exact status 
of damage to the vessel.

Global shipping giant Maersk and 

Germany’s Hapag-Lloyd have both 
said they are looking into re-routing 
around the southern tip of Africa.

“With the Suez Canal set to 
remain blocked for at least another 
day or two, shipping companies 
are being forced to confront the 
spectre of taking the far longer route 
around the Cape of Good Hope to 
get to Europe or the east coast of 
North America,” said Lloyd’s List, a 
shipping data and news company.

“The first container ship to do 
this is Evergreen’s Ever Greet... a 
sistership to Ever Given,” it said in a 
statement.

The Suez Canal drastically 
shortens travel between Asia and 
Europe.

The Singapore-Rotterdam route, 
for example, is 6,000 kilometres 
(3,700 miles) and up to two weeks 
shorter via the canal than going 
around Africa’s Cape of Good Hope.

The stranded Ever Given is 
holding up an estimated $9.6bn 
(£7bn) of goods each day, according 
to shipping data.

Data from shipping expert Lloyd’s 
List values the canal’s westbound 
traffic at roughly $5.1bn a day, and 
eastbound daily traffic at around 
$4.5bn, reports BBC.

Egypt’s Suez Canal Authority has 
said between 15,000 and 20,000 
cubic metres of sand would have to 
be removed in order to reach a depth 
of 12-16 metres and refloat the ship.

Egyptian President Abdel Fattah 
al-Sisi’s seaports adviser, Mohab 
Mamish, told AFP late Thursday 
that “maritime navigation will 
resume again within 48-72 hours, 
maximum”.

Independence Day celebrated
FROM PAGE 1

Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan, Prince of Wales Charles, and 
Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan 
sent letters and video messages on the 
closing day of the celebrations.

Earlier, Sri Lankan Prime Minister 
Mahinda Rajapaksa, Nepalese 
President Bidya Devi Bhandari and 
Bhutanese Prime Minister Lotay 
Tshering joined the celebrations in 
person.

Marking the Independence Day, 
the government took up programmes 
which were held maintaining health 
guidelines. Due to the pandemic, the 
day was celebrated on a limited scale.

The day’s programmes began with 
a 50-gun salute early in the morning. 
The national flag was hoisted atop 
all government, semi-government, 
autonomous and private buildings 
while many streets and important 
city intersections were decorated with 
national and multi-coloured miniature 
flags and festoons.

In the morning, President Abdul 
Hamid and Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina paid rich tributes to the martyrs 
of the Liberation War by placing 
wreaths at the National Memorial in 
Savar. They stood in silence for some 
time as a mark of profound respect to 

the memories of the martyrs.
Later, the president and the PM 

signed the visitors’ book there.
Bangabandhu’s younger daughter 

Sheikh Rehana, Jatiya Sangsad Speaker 
Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury, Chief 
Justice Syed Mahmud Hossain, senior 
Awami League leaders and high civil 
and military officials, among others, 
were present.

The JS Speaker and the chief justice 
also paid tribute to the martyrs by 
placing wreaths at the National 
Memorial.

Awami League, led by party General 
Secretary Obaidul Quader, also paid 
tribute there by placing a wreath in 
presence of senior party leaders.

Just after the completion of the state 
formalities, the main entrance to the 
National Memorial was opened to all.

Jatiya Party, BNP, Workers Party, 
Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal, NAP, Gono 
Forum, Ganatantri Party, Jubo League, 
Chhatra League, Swechchhasebak 
League, Krishak League and different 
other political parties placed wreaths.

On her return from the National 
Memorial, PM Hasina paid rich 
tributes to the Father of the Nation by 
placing wreaths at his portrait in front 
of Bangabandhu Memorial Museum in 
the capital’s Dhanmondi.

The premier along with her sister 
entered the museum and placed 
a wreath at the stair where the 
bloodstained body of Bangabandhu 
was lying on the black night of August 
15, 1975.
SPECIAL PROGRAMME ENDS
On the last day of the 10-day special 
programme yesterday, President 
Hamid joined the function as the 
chief guest at the National Parade 
Square. The theme of the day’s event 
was “Swadhinatar Panchash Bochhor 
o Agragatir Subarnarekha”.

PM Hasina chaired the function 
while her Indian counterpart Modi 
attended it as the guest of honor.

During the programme, “Sraddha 
Swarak” was handed to the guest of 
honour. The Golden Jubilee logo was 
unveiled on the occasion.

National dailies brought out special 
supplements while Bangladesh Betar, 
Bangladesh Television, private radio 
and television channels aired special 
programmes on Liberation War and 
highlighted the significance of the day.

The day was also celebrated across 
the country in a befitting manner 
while Bangladesh missions abroad 
also celebrated the day through similar 
programmes.


