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As a young bookworm, he loved 
studying and dreamed of being a 
school teacher.

But patriotism diverted Beni Lal 
Dasgupta from his chosen path and 
led him to emerge as a guerrilla fighter 
in the country’s 1971 Liberation War.    

He, who had never touched a 
firearm before, became a skilled fighter 
and led a guerrilla force which helped 
liberate Barishal’s Banaripara upazila 
on November 27, 1971.

Freedom fighters and veterans 
of the area estimate that the lives of 
around 50,000 people were saved due 
to the “Beni Bahini”.

Beni, who completed his 
graduation from Dhaka University, 
had just joined as the head teacher 
at Gava High School in 1968 when 
the political situation started turning 

volatile.
“Subsequently, the Liberation War 

started. My students used to come to 
me regularly to get suggestions on 
what to do in such a situation,” Beni 
told The Daily Star last month.

“I was thinking how we could fight 
against Pakistani forces as we did not 
have any firearms or training. Even I 
had never seen a firearm before,” he 
added.

One an evening in April 1971, the 
teacher and his students managed to 
get their hands on a rifle from a local 
robber, popularly known as Mona 
Dakat, which they hid in a haystack.

“Then, I called my students and 
asked them to form a group and to fix 
a leader. They replied that they wanted 
me as their group leader.”

This was how Beni got involved 
in the Liberation War and gradually 
became a commander in the 

battlefield.
A week after the Pakistan army 

entered Barishal on April 25, the 
biggest massacre by the occupation 
forces took place on May 2, 1971, 
when they came to the Banaripara-
Gava-Swarupkathi-Jhalakathi areas.

With the help of local collaborators 
-- Akkas Ali Khan and Sarat Samaddar 
-- the villagers were herded to 
the banks of Narerkathi canal at 
Banaripara, told that the Pakistani 
forces would take their photographs.

“I was watching the incident hidden 
in a paddy field that was located just 
opposite the canal,” said Beni.

The Pakistani forces kept around 
200 people standing in rows on the 
banks of the canal and opened fire on 
them. Most of the dead bodies fell in 
the canal which instantly turned red 
with blood, Beni described.
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An ordinary schoolteacher took up arms 
to become a guerrilla fighter

Beni Lal Dasgupta at his Banaripara house in Barishal, recalling his glorious days of youth showing an old photo 

of his wife and himself.  In 1971, he led a guerrilla group locally known as “Beni Bahini”.
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