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ULTIMATE SACRIFICE 
for infinite possibilities

JALAL AHMED CHOWDHURY

Bangladesh today reached a grand 
milestone. The whole country today 
celebrates 50 years of its independence 
-- our very own golden jubilee. And 
there could be no better time to glance 
back at the starting point and see how 
far we have come during this time span.

The country’s sports arena, like in 
all the other sectors, has touched high 
points, made history and achieved 
glory while also producing some 
bleak moments and low points in 
these 50 years. While taking a look 
back at contributions of the country’s 
sportsmen in the liberation, we need 
to acknowledge all the young athletes, 
from different disciplines, who stepped 
up and joined the masses and actively 
participated in the liberation war, with 
many athletes even sacrificing their 
lives for the greater cause.

The most discussed and well 
recognized of all is the involvement 
of former cricketer Shaheed Jewel 
and Shaheed Mushtaque in the 
liberation war. To point out singularly, 
Mushtaque was one of the victims of 
the brutal genocide that took place on 
this very night fifty years ago. On the 
blood-splattered night of March 25, 
1971, Mushtaque was shot dead by the 
Pakistan army near his beloved Azad 
Boys Club which was then situated in 
Dhaka’s Gulistan.

Meanwhile, Shaheed Jewel, who 
was an attacking right-handed opening 
batsman for Azad Boys Club, was one 
of the first active cricketers of erstwhile 
East Pakistan to take up arms and join 
the fight for freedom. After a heroic 
nine months on the battlefield, he was 
captured by the Pakistan army towards 
the end of the War and was killed 
just days before Bangladesh became 
independent.

There are innumerable athletes like 
Jewel and Mushtaque from different 
disciplines who turned into freedom 
fighters during the Liberation War. 
Since then, the contributions of all 
the martyrs is now remembered with 
the utmost respect by having different 
stands and stadiums named after them 
or even through organising different 
tournaments in their memory.

It was the sacrifices of all these 
athletes that saw the country’s sports 
sphere also go through a radical change 
in the past 50 years. From functioning 
as a small-scale provincial sporting 
body pre-independence to turning to 
a national sporting organisation -- a 
major step was taken following the 
independence of Bangladesh.

A minute body, namely the East 
Pakistan Sports Federation, which 
was under the education ministry of 
Pakistan, was in charge of regulating 
the small-scale sporting activities 
that took place back then. All that 
was needed back then was just one 
almirah for each of the handful of 
sporting disciplines to help them run. 
To put it simply, the country’s cricket 
was confined to one single wardrobe. 
And such was the case for all the other 
sports.

Achievements in sport and its 
expansion are two different things. 
And if we talk about structural 
expansions of sports in general, the 
improvements and developments since 

liberation have been nothing short of 
exemplary. From breaking free from 
the confinement of small wardrobes 
to now each discipline functioning 
independently under separate and 
designated sports federations -- the 
structural expansion of sports over the 
years since independence has reached 
new heights.

But when we have to mention the 
other facet of sports -- the achievements 
-- there should be no denying that it is 
cricket out of all the other disciplines 
that has flourished the most since 
independence.

Cricket started from zero. From 
initially being just an associate 
member of the ICC to targeting full 
membership, from eventually being 
handed One Day and Test status to keep 
thriving and registering remarkable 
wins and achievements -- Bangladesh 
have emerged as an elite cricket force 

after having started from nowhere in 
the cricketing world initially. Although 
there is a long way to go in T20s and 
Tests, the Tigers have surely garnered 
respect through their achievements in 
the ODI format over the years.

It is cricket that has given the 
country its brightest star in the form 
of Shakib Al Hasan, who remains the 
greatest achievement of the whole 
sports fraternity of the country.

The fact that young sports 
enthusiasts of the country now do not 
hesitate to take up and consider cricket 
as a respectable profession like that 
of an engineer or doctor is also proof 
of the major strides made by cricket 
during such a short time span.

Then again, on the flip side, 
football, a sport that was the most 
popular in the 70s to early 90s, has 
now lost its charm. Bangladesh used 
to be considered a strong force among 
the SAFF-playing nations. It is true 
that despite prevailing as one of the 
most beloved games in the country till 
date, the quality of football has taken 
a huge nosedive in the past years. 
Organisational failure coupled with 
eternal lust for power by the ones at 
the helm are equally to be blamed for 
such a dire plight of the game.

There has also been a huge cultural 
change in the overall sports. It was the 
passionate urge of sports enthusiasts 

and former sportsmen that used to 
push them to work at the grassroots 
level of their respectable sporting fields.

But, with the introduction of the 
commercial aspect in the sporting 
arena, cash-rich patrons, who have 
zero understanding and interest 
in development of sports, are now 
controlling every nook and cranny 
of sports. As such, many sports like 
football, hockey and even athletics, 
that were considered to have a bright 
future, have now ultimately lost their 
old charm.

Nevertheless, there have been 
notable improvements in the sporting 
arena as many new sports in the 
country have emerged. Golf, a sport 
that once used to be only considered 
for an elite group of people, has thrived 
after independence.

It is also a gradual development of 
sporting culture and broadening of the 

mass mentality that champion women 
athletes -- like cricketers Salma Khatun 
and Jahanara Alam, swimmer Mahfuza 
Khatun Shila, weightlifter Mabia Akter 
Shimanta, archer Ety Khatun, chess 
player Rani Hamid and table tennis 
player Zobera Rahman -- are being able 
to break and rise above stereotypical 
barriers to leave their mark in the 
sporting arena and keep inspiring up-
and-coming prospects.

The wave of development has also 
touched sports journalism. There 
was a time sports reporting was only 
done by part-timers as it needed no 
specific expertise. But the introduction 
of technology and consequent ever-
increasing exposure to all kinds of 
sports around the globe has now 
made sports journalism a craft that 
needs to be mastered, not one that can 
be done by mere part-timers anymore.

There was a time when sports hardly 
got any good place in newspapers and 
if there was a need to sacrifice any page 
on a given day, without hesitation the 
easy victim was the sports page. Now 
we cannot think like that.

What did we actually get? We went 
from a small canvas to a big canvas. 
One where we can draw anything with 
full freedom.

Jalal Ahmed Chowdhury: Well-known 

cricket writer and coach.

India look 
to seal 
series 
ICC

After a dramatic turn of 
events that led to India 
winning the first ODI 
by 66 runs, England will 
need to keep their chances 
in the three-match series 
alive with a win in the 
today’s second match at 
the Maharashtra Cricket 
Association Stadium.

The clash between the 
top two white-ball titans has 
seen the tour ebb and flow 
since the first Test but India 
has emerged victorious in 
the red-ball format as well 
as the T20Is. They have 
also taken a 1-0 lead in the 
three-match ODI series. 

To come back in the 
series England has to resolve 
the issues its middle-order 
is facing in the absence of 
Joe Root. The poor form of 
Morgan and Stokes has also 
been a cause of worry for 
the visitors.

With waves, smiles and high fives, but no cheers, the Olympic torch relay set off 

on Thursday, beginning a four-month countdown to the postponed 2020 summer 

Games in Tokyo, the first ever organised during a deadly pandemic. Casting a 

pall over celebrations already scaled back because of coronavirus prevention 

measures, North Korea launched two short-range ballistic missiles before the 

relay began in Fukushima, an area hit hard by the 2011 earthquake, tsunami 

and nuclear disaster. “For the past year, as the entire world underwent a difficult 

period, the Olympic flame was kept alive quietly but powerfully,” Tokyo 2020 

president Seiko Hashimoto said at the opening ceremony, which was closed to 

spectators. “The small flame did not lose hope, and just like the cherry blossom 

buds that are ready to bloom, it was waiting for this day,” Hashimoto said.

HIGH FIVES, SMILES BUT NO CHEERS 
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Dhaka Division spinner Nazmul Hossain, who finished 

with a ten-wicket haul, celebrates one of his six second-

innings wickets against Rangpur Division on the fourth 

and final day of the first round of the Bangabandhu 

National Cricket League (BNCL) at BKSP yesterday.
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TIER 1

Zakir Hasan’s 140 was not enough 
to avert a huge for Sylhet Division 
against defending champions Khulna 
Division. The latter made a flying 
start to the BNCL with a comfortable 
eight-wicket victory at the Sheikh 
Abu Naser Stadium in Khulna.  Zakir 
guided Sylhet to 308 runs in the 
second innings but even that served 
to set a mere 68-run target that the 
hosts reached in 9.3 overs.

Nazmul Hossain spun Dhaka 
Division to an 80-run win against 
Rangpur Division at BKSP. Nazmul 
claimed six wickets for 64 runs as 
Rangpur folded for 183 in chase 
of 264.

TIER 2

Dhaka Metropolis defeated 
Barishal Division by eight wickets 
at the Barishal Divisional Stadium. 
Resuming the day on 177 for 
seven, Barishal were bundled out 
for 208 in their second innings, 
setting a paltry target of just 
37 runs for Dhaka Metro. It took 
them 11.5 overs to reach that 
mark, although they lost two 
wickets.

At the Shahid Kamruzzaman 
Stadium in Rajshahi, the hosts were 
bowled out for 194 in their second 
innings in chase of 283 on the 
fourth and final day after resuming 
on 147 for five. Chattogram Division 
won the match by 88 runs.

BNCL HIGHLIGHTS

INDEPENDENCE DAY TODAY

T SPORTS & 

STAR SPORTS 1

India vs England
Second ODI
Live from 2:00 pm


