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‘Double mutant’ Covid
FROM PAGE 12

The number of deaths from Covid-19 
in India in the previous 24 hours rose 
to 275, the most this year, taking the 
total to 160,441, government data 
showed.

Several states announced a ban on 
large gatherings ahead of the Hindu 
festival of Holi this weekend.

The health ministry said states were 
“strongly advised” to restrict public 
observation of festivals.

“Any laxity at this point in ensuring 
strict adherence ... to contain the 
spread of Covid-19, may result in 
losing the impetus and benefits that 
our country has gained so far in 
managing the virus,” the ministry said 
in a statement.

Alarmed by the surge, the federal 
government has announced it was 

expanding its nationwide inoculation 
campaign to include everyone above 
the age of 45 years, and appealed 
to people to get vaccinated, reports 
Reuters.

Total vaccinations in India, rank 
as world’s third highest, behind 
the United States and China, but 
its ranking is lower on a per capita 
basis, the website Our World in Data 
showed.

As immunization programmes 
gather pace around the world, Hong 
Kong and Macau yesterday suspended 
the Pfizer-BioNTech jab over what 
authorities said were packaging 
problems.

The uncertainties are a blow to 
scientists’ hopes for a quick rollout 
of what they say is the best hope of 
ending the pandemic.

Largest art canvas sells
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an auction in Dubai’s “Atlantis, The 
Palm”.

The work, confirmed by the 
Guinness World Records as the 
“Largest Art Canvas”, had been put on 
display in the ballroom of the opulent 
hotel, and was originally meant to be 
sold in segments. 

“I come from a poor family, and 

I knew at times how it feels to have 
nothing to eat, but at least I had 
the love of my parents, schooling, 
and support,” Abdoune, who runs 
a crypto-currency business, told 
AFP.  

“The painting was very powerful 
when I saw it, and, for me, it would 
have been a mistake to separate the 
pieces,” said the former stock trader. 

Mysterious
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know what we will do now.
“People of Shingchong Mro 

Para, Baittya Mro Para, and Ranglai 
Mro para who also took part in the 
protests have also been affected by 
the fire.”

Ramri Para’s Longru Mro said, “All 
of our mango, papaya and banana 
trees on 15 acres of land are nothing 
but ashes now. Our water supply pipe 
has also been damaged. How will we 
survive on the hills now?” 

Plucan Mro, chairman of 
Tonkaboti union, said, “We don’t 
know how the fire broke out. We are 
trying to assess the damage.”

Bandarban Sadar Upazila Nirbahi 
Officer Tousif Ahmed, said, “We are 
trying to know the details.”

Mro people in the district have 
been demanding that a project 
to build a five-star hotel and an 
amusement park in Chandrapahar, 
popularly known as Chimbuk, be 
cancelled.

The project is destroying the 
ecological balance and risking 
indigenous life in the area, they said.

DB presses
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Hazaribagh Police Station on March 
10 last year under the Digital Security 
Act.

DB’s investigation officer Sub-
Inspector Mohammad Russell Mollah 
took 10 months to investigate and 
presented the charge sheet to the 
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate’s Court 
of Dhaka on January 27. 

According to the charge sheet, 
Kajol published fake news on his 
Facebook page regarding the arrest 
and alleged crimes of expelled Jubo 
Mahila League leader Shamima 
Nur Papia, who was picked up 
by Rapid Action Battalion for her 
alleged involvement in different 
crimes.

Kajol was shown arrested in the 
case on May 14 last year. On June 28, 
he was placed on a two-day remand.

He faced 53 days of “enforced 
disappearance” and spent seven 
months in prison. He had 
disappeared on March 10 last year 
and was “found” by the Border Guard 
Bangladesh roaming around the 
Benapole border 53 days later.

He then landed in jail in a case 
filed under the DSA by lawmaker 
Saifuzzaman Shikhor, and two 
Jubo Mahila League activists over a 
Facebook post.

Kajol was released from the Dhaka 
Central Jail on bail on December 25 
last year.

Two BCL leader
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fabricated photo claiming to be of 
the proposed plot for Gazi Cricket 
Academy were posted from Ashraful’s 
Facebook ID. Tusher then shared the 
post on Facebook.

Aggrieved by the Facebook post, 
the Gazi Group manager filed the 
case, the OC mentioned.

“We are verifying whether the 
Facebook ID in question actually 
belongs to Ashraful. A drive is going 
on to arrest the accused,” he added.

13 accused
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It drew huge outrage across the 
country forcing the law enforcement 
agencies to take action against the 
criminals. 

Later, the victim filed three 
separate cases in this connection. 

Police Bureau of Investigation 
(PBI) on December 15 last year 
submitted a charge-sheet before the 
court against 14 persons in one of the 
cases.

Flag meeting
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the edge of the border remains 
unresolved, Lt Col Shah Alam 
Siddiqui, commanding officer of BGB 
Battalion-52, told The Daily Star.

He also said BGB members 
continue to remain deployed in the 
area.

Talking to this newspaper earlier, 
Lt Col Siddiqui said the BSF on 
Monday morning stopped the 
reconstruction of the mosque. “The 
BSF stopped the reconstruction work 
entering Bangladesh territory and 
then unlawfully set-up bunkers 150 
metres inside the no-man’s land,” he 
said.

He also said the BSF act was 
prohibited as per an accord signed in 
1975.

Additional BGB members were 
deployed the next morning.

The BGB-BSF flag meeting was 
held at Sutarkandi in the upazila. 
The Indian side was led by BSF 
Battalion-7 commander Lt Col BS 
Minhaj while the BGB team was led 
by Lt Col Siddiqui.

The mosque is inside Bangladesh 
territory but right beside the border. 
The need for its reconstruction was 
evident, said Abdul Salam, chairman 
of Dubag union in the upazila.

“At a flag meeting last year, the 
matter was discussed and the then 
BSF commanding officer cleared 
way for the construction and it was 
progressing normally. But as the CO 
has been transferred, the new CO 
stopped the construction work,” he 
said.

The locals of the bordering area 
are safe, added the chairman.

We sleep fearing another
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The three locals who talked about the 
fires near their homes lost all their 
belongings in the fire.

Rafique said they handed the three 
miscreants over to police.

Rohingyas of the area said the fear 
of fire continuously thanks to repeated 
incidents of fire.

“We go to sleep with the fear of 
fire. Such incidents must stop as it is 
traumatising us,” a Rohingya woman 
preferring not to be named told The 
Daily Star.

Going through the report of 
national and international dailies, The 
Daily Star found seven fire incidents 
in the camps since May, 2020.

The Cox’s Bazar Fire Service could 
not find the causes behind any of the 
fires.

“We could not do it because 
Rohingyas don’t cooperate with us in 
identifying the causes. Without help 
from witnesses, it is really difficult to 
get to the causes,” he claimed.

Contacted, Shah Razwan Hayat, 
commissioner of Relief, Rehabilitation 
and Repatriation Commission told 
The Daily Star that he will talk about it 
once the report from the investigation 
committee is completed.

“Locals handed a few people over to 
police. Police are interrogating them 
but they have not divulged anything 
important so far. We are liaising with 
police to get details about the fire,” he 
said.

Police super of APBN could not be 
reached over phone.

But MD Anwar Hossain, deputy 
inspector general of Chattogram, told 
reporters that a few Rohingyas were 
being interrogated to get details about 
the incidents.
‘ROHINGYAS REBUILDING, 

LOCALS LEFT IN LURCH’

Rohingyas were trying to bounce 
back with help from international 
aid agencies while locals who were 
also affected by the blaze alleged they 
were left in the lurch as no authorities 
contacted them for any help.

They said belongings of around 
200 local families were destroyed in 
the fire but they received no aid till 
yesterday noon.

Md Forid Alam, a local living at 

C-8 in Camp-09 of Balukhali, told 
The Daily Star that his home along 
with brother’s was destroyed in the 
blaze and they were affected as much 
as Rohingyas.

“Sadly, Rohingyas are getting help 
while we are ignored. Is being a local 
a crime?” he asked.

Khaleda Begum, another local and 
also a victim of the fire, told The Daily 
Star that they went to CIC office for 
help but did not get any response till 
the following day (Tuesday).

But Nizam Uddin Ahmed, upazila 
nirbahi officer of Ukhiya, said they 
immediately distributed relief to 
locals.

“We’ve got information about a 
hundred locals affected by the fire so 
far. We arranged dry food for them 
and the neighbours also extended 
their hand to affected locals. Now we 
are giving rice, lentils and necessary 
materials to make temporary shelters. 
I have sent a letter to my superiors for 
corrugated sheet and cash assistance. 
Once granted, we will distribute that 
to locals,” he added.

Around 10,000 homes were razed 
to the ground in the fire that erupted 
on Monday noon engulfing four 
camps in the world’s largest refugee 
camp.

Yesterday, this correspondent took 
a walk through the charred alleys 
and found them filled with Rohingya 
refugees carrying bamboo and other 
necessary items to rebuild life amid 
repeated displacements.

Talking to The Daily Star, Rohmot 
Ali, a Rohingya man affected by the 
fire at C-8 block in camp-09 said he 
along with his family spent the night 
out in the open in a field.

“This [Wednesday] morning I 
received bamboo and tarpaulin from 
an NGO. I hope by evening, I will be 
able to build my temporary shelter 
with this,” he said.

The smouldering fire was still 
visible at various parts of the camp as 
Rohingya women and children were 
trying to rebuild their lives.

Due to recurring displacement, they 
have learnt how to build makeshift 
shelters swiftly, Abdul Barek, another 
Rohingya man from the same block 
told The Daily Star.

The gates of hell cast open
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green telephone rang. Lt Gen Tikka 
Khan was on the line. 

He said, “Khadim, it is tonight.” 
General Khadim passed the word to 

his staff who rang up all the outstation 
garrisons to inform of the H-hour. 
The fateful hour was set at 1:00am, 26 
March. It was calculated that by then 
President Yahya Khan would have 
reached Karachi. Yahya quietly left 
Bangladesh in the evening.

The action started ahead of 
schedule. Major Siddiq Salik, the 
public relations officer of Pakistan 
army in East Pakistan, and AAK Niazi 
commented that before the Bangalees 
could create strong resistance, the 
Pakistan forces, in order to reach 
various places of Dhaka, changed the 
schedule of the operation.

The Pakistani soldiers came out 
of the cantonment at 11:30pm, 
launched indiscriminate attack on the 
demonstrating Bangalees in Farmgate, 
and thus initiated Operation 
Searchlight.

The gates of hell were cast open. 
Bangladesh witnessed the deadliest 
night. 

At 1:00am on March 26, troops 
from the 22nd Beluch Regiment 
headed out as ordered and attacked 
Pilkhana EPR. As soon as Pilkhana was 
attacked, the entire Dhaka, including 
Rajarbagh, Dhaka University and 
Shankhari Bazar, came under attack. 
Throughout the night, this massacre 
continued: women were raped, houses 
burned and looted and countless 
people killed.

In the first of many notorious 
war crimes, soldiers attacked Dhaka 
University, lining up and executing 
students and professors.

By midnight of March 25, Dhaka 

was literally burning; especially the 
Hindu dominated eastern part of the 
city. The Army’s technique was to 
set houses afire and then gun down 
people as they left their homes. The 
troops engaged in looting of the 
homes and shaking down of people 
trying to flee Dhaka.

The offices of the dailies like the 
Ittefaq, Sangbad and the Peoples were 
set on fire.

On the same night, many people 
were killed and injured in Chittagong 
by the firing of the army.

After midnight, one group of 
Pakistani occupation forces came 
across a barricade in Shukrabaad, 
near Bangabandhu’s residence. 
Breaking barriers, they reached his 
house and kept firing shots until 
they captured him at 1:30am on 
March 26 and took him to the Dhaka 
Cantonment. 

Just before his arrest, Bangabandhu 
sent a message about attacks on 
EPR and police barracks in Dhaka, 
and declared the independence 
of Bangladesh. This message was 
broadcast from Swadhin Bangla Betar 
Kendro on 26 March 1971, and was 
widely reported in newspapers around 
the world.

Referring to Bangabandhu’s 
message, Siddiq Salik recounts, 
“When the first shot had been fired, 
the voice of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
came faintly through on a wavelength 
close to that of the official Pakistan 
radio. In what must have been, 
and sounded like, a pre-recorded 
message, the Sheikh proclaimed East 
Pakistan to be the People’s Republic 
of Bangladesh.”

Shamsuddoza Sajen is a journalist 
and researcher. He can be contacted at 
sajen1986@gmail.com


