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Singapore blogger ordered to
pay $100,000 for defaming PM

A Singaporean blogger was ordered yesterday
to pay almost $100,000 in damages for
defaming the prime minister by sharing an
article on Facebook linking the leader to a
corruption scandal. Prime Minister Lee Hsien
Loong had accused Leong Sze Hian of spreading
false claims about him over the article related
to the money-laundering scandal at state
fund TMDB in Malaysia. Critics say the case is
the latest example of the tightly-requlated
city-state’s government being heavy-handed
and seeking to silence dissent online. The article
that Leong shared, originally published in a
Malaysian news portal, alleged that Lee was
the target of an investigation in neighbouring
Malaysia over the TMDB state fund. Billions of
dollars were looted from the investment vehicle
in a scandal that involved Malaysia’s former
leader Najib Razak and his inner circle.

Australians warned of deadly

spider ‘plague’ after floods

A”plague” of the world’s most venomous
spiders could swarm Sydney after torrential rain
and flooding, the Australian Reptile Park said
yesterday, warning that the deadly arachnids
could seek refuge in homes as they escape the
deluge. Relentless downpours have caused
vast flooding in New South Wales state, with
parts of suburban northwest Sydney still under
water. Residents welcomed sunshine yesterday
after days of rainfall, only to receive an “urgent
warning” to brace for an influx of the deadly
funnel-web spider, which is endemic to the
Sydney region. Sydney funnel-webs are widely
feared for their notoriously toxic and fast-acting
venom, with 13 recorded deaths from bites.
However, no one is believed to have died since
an anti-venom programme was introduced in
the early 1980s.

Exit polls forecast stalemate
in Israel’s election

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu'’s prospects
for retaining power were uncertain yesterday
after exit polls in Israel’s fourth national
election in two years projected yet another
stalemate. With final results not due until later
in the week, the forecasts indicated that even
Netanyahu's stewardship of a world-beating
Covid-19 vaccination rollout - a showcase of
his campaign - may not have been enough
to propel him to victory. Initial projections
by Israel’s three main TV channels after
Tuesday’s voting gave Netanyahu, leader of the
right-wing Likud party, an edge, based on the
potential support of an ultranationalist rival,
Naftali Bennett, once his defence minister.
But amended forecasts indicated deadlock
even with Bennett’s prospective backing,
with a parliament divided equally between
Netanyahu's likely opponents and supporters.
Unless coalition-building talks break a
stalemate, a fifth national ballot could ensue.
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A girl leaves flowers at the site of a mass shooting at King Soopers grocery store in Boulder, Colorado, US on Tuesday.
President Joe Biden has called for a US ban on assault weapons, after the country’s second mass shooting in a week left

‘India desires
cordial relations’

Modi writes to Imran Khan

REUTERS, Islamabad

Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan received a letter of
goodwill from his Indian counterpart Narendra Modi
on Tuesday, a Pakistani senior Cabinet minister said, as
relations thaw between the two nuclear-armed neighbours.

India and Pakistan have fought three wars and have shared
a fractious relationship since the two gained independence
in 1947, and in 2019 tensions rose dramatically as they sent
combat planes into each other’s territory.

Asad Umar, a senior Pakistani minister, in a post on
Twitter welcomed Modi's letter, calling it a “message of
goodwill”. He added that Khan had already expressed a
desire for a peaceful South Asia.

Quoting from the letter, Pakistani newspaper Dawn said
Modi had written that, “India desires cordial relations with
the people of Pakistan” and “for this, an environment of
trust, devoid of terror and hostility, is imperative.”

The message from Modi arrived on Pakistan’s Republic
Day, March 23, and follows a series of moves and statements
signalling rapprochement. The two sides are holding talks
on water sharing, with Pakistani officials in Delhi.

Last week, the chief of Pakistan’s influential army called
on the two sides to bury the past.

Last month, the militaries of both countries released
a rare joint statement announcing a ceasefire along
a disputed border in Kashmir, having exchanged fire
hundreds of times in recent months.

10 people dead in Colorado and sparked urgent new calls for gun control. Addressing a nation long traumatized by gun
massacres in schools, nightclubs, movie theaters and other public spaces, Biden said he did not “need to wait another minute,

let alone an hour, to take common sense steps.”

PHOTO: REUTERS of the letter.

Neither country’s foreign office immediately responded
to requests for comment on the letter.
Reuters was unable to independently verify the contents

North Korea fires two

short-range missiles
US plays down significance of test

AGENCIES

North Korea fired two short-range missiles at the weekend, US and South
Korean officials said, but Washington played down the first such tests under
President Joe Biden and said it was still open to dialogue with Pyongyang.
The North Korean activity involved weapons systems at the low end of
the spectrum that were not covered by UN Security Council testing bans, two
senior officials of the Biden administration told a briefing call on Tuesday.
South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) said two cruise missiles were
fired off North Korea’s western coastal town of Onchon on Sunday
morning. The launch marks North Korea's first publicly known weapons

test since Biden took office in January.

But Biden downplayed the latest activity, saying “nothing much has
changed,” while one senior official said it was “normal” testing and

warned against “hyping” it.

The test came just days after US Secretary of State Antony Blinken vowed to
work to denuclearize North Korea and criticized its “systemic and widespread”
human rights abuses while in Seoul with the US Defense Secretary.

The senior US officials said the administration’s North Korea policy
review was in its “final stages” and would host the national security
advisers of allies Japan and South Korea next week to discuss that.

EU NATIONS REBUKE CHINA ENVOYS

France, Germany and other EU nations called in Chinese ambassadors
on Tuesday to protest at sanctions imposed by Beijing targeting their
citizens, as China and Europe faced off over claims of rights abuses against

China’s Muslim Uyghur minority.

The diplomaticspat erupted after the EU, Britain and Canada on Monday
blacklisted four former and current officials in the Xinjiang region, while
Washington, which had already sanctioned two of those officials in July
2020, extended them to the two others. China responded with entry bans
on 10 Europeans -- including five members of the European Parliament

No Indian is
outsider in
Bengal: Modi

Our CORRESPONDENT, New Delhi

Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi yesterday
said that no Indian was
‘outsider’ in West Bengal
and promised the Bharatiya
Janata Party, if voted to
power in West Bengal
assembly poll, would make
a “son of the soil” the chief
minister of the state.
“Bengal brought together
the people of India through
Vande Mataram, and on
that land, Mamata-didi is
talking about “bohiragoto”
(outsider). No Indian is an
outsider here, they are the
children of Bharat Mata,”
Modi said while addressing
an election rally in Kanthi
in Purba Medinipur district.
Modi’s comments
came amid an “insider vs
outsider” debate with CM
Mamata regularly saying
she would not allow Bengal
to be ruled by “outsiders”
from Delhi or Gujarat
which is Modi’s home state.
The eight phases polling
in West Bengal will start
from March 27. Results will

Silent strike shuts Yangon

Junta frees hundreds of protesters; country braces

for ‘big protest’ as violence claims youngest victim

REeuTERS
Myanmar’s junta freed hundreds of
demonstrators on Wednesday arrested

during its months-long crackdown on
protests, while businesses in Yangon were
shut and streets deserted in response to a
call by anti-coup activists for a silent strike.

Several buses full of prisoners drove out
of Yangon’s Insein jail in the morning, said
witnesses, who included lawyers for some
inmates. There was no immediate word
from authorities on how many prisoners
were freed. A spokesman for the military
did not answer calls.

In the biggest city Yangon, a call by pro-
democracy activists for a silent strike turned
the streets eerily quiet.

“No going out, no shops, no working. All
shut down. Just for one day,” Nobel Aung,
an illustrator and activist, told Reuters.

“The usual meat and vegetables vendors
on the street didn't show up,” said a
resident of the city’s Mayangone district.
“No car noises, only birds.”

Yesterday's strike came a day after staff at
a funeral service in Mandalay told Reuters
that a seven-year-old girl had died of bullet
wounds in the city - the youngest of about
275 people killed in the bloody crackdown,
according to the AAPP.

Soldiers shot at her father but hit the

PHOTO: REUTERS

Men pray during the funeral of 7 year-old
girl Khin Myo Chit who was shot at her
home in Mandalay, Myanmar, yesterday.

home, her sister told the Myanmar Now
media outlet. Two men were also killed in
the district, it said.

Since the crisis started at least 23
children have been killed and at least 11
others seriously injured, UNICEF said.

Activists have called for a “big protest”
today.

The Assistance Association for Political
Prisoners (AAPP) activist group says at least
2,000 people have been arrested in the
military crackdown on the protests against
the Feb. 1 coup.

Among those freed on Wednesday, was
Thein Zaw, a journalist for The Associated
Press who was arrested last month, AP
reported, quoting him as saying the judge
had dropped the charges because he was

-- as well as two EU bodies and two think-tanks. be declared on May 2. girl who was sitting on his lap inside their doing his job at the time of his arrest.
A man prays yesterday Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
next to a lit candle on the Office of the Executive Engineer
beach of Las Canteras, Health Engineering Department (HED)
in Las Palmas, to pay Ministry of Health & Family Welfare
tribute to a two-year-old Khulna Division
migrant girl who died on HED Bhaban, Boyra, Khulna.
March 21, at a hospital www.hed.gov.bd
after being rescued
off the island of Gran Memo No: 45,02.0000.303.20.001.2019-3052, _T nde i Date: 23.03.2021
Canaria, Spain. More Reference No: 45.02.0000.051.14.001.20-4063, e-le d r NOt ce Date: 02.03.2021
y .
. . 45.02.0000.009.99.001.21-436, Date: 17.02.2021
than 1,200 n_"gra"ts died S| | Tender | Package No Description of Work Publication| Last Date Closing
last year trying to reach No | IDNo date | ofSelling | date&
H Document time
Euro_pe by crossing the. 1 |559047 | WP-7427/SDP- | Repair & Renovation of Civil, Sanitary & Electrical works at MO Quarter (2-Unit Old) and | 23.03.2021 | 07.04.2021 | 08.04.2021
Mediterranean, according 4(GOB)HED | Providing 5.5 HP Submersible Pump at Dumuria UZHC in Khulna District Time 17:00 | Time 12:00
to the International 2 |559049 | WP-7429/SDP- | Repair & Renovation of RCC Road & Main gate and Water Supply Works at Rupsha UZHC | 23.03.2021 | 07.04.2021 | 08.04.2021
Organization for 4(GOB)-HED in Khuina District. Time 17:00 | Time 12:00
: . . 3 |559050 | WP-7430/SDP- | Repair & Renovation and Supplying of Air Conditioner & Fumiture at HED Bhaban in Khulna | 23.03.2021 | 07.04.2021 | 08.04.2021
Migration (IOM). Since 4(GOB)-HED | District Time 17:00 | Time 12:00
January, 295 migrants 4 (559051 | WP-7431/50P- | Repar & Renovatin Work of Krshnagar Communiy Ciic, Union-Raghunaipur, al | 23032021 | 07042021 | 08042021
have died or gone 4(GOB)-HED | Dumuria Upazila in Khulna District. Time 17:00 | Time 12:00
missing while trying to 5 |559052 | WP-7432/SDP- | Repair & Renovation Work of Daskkhin Khoria Mothbaria Community Clinic, Union- | 23.03.2021 | 07.04.2021 | 08.04.2021
make the iourne 4(GOB)-HED Moharajpur, at Koyra Upazila in Khulna District. Time 17:00 | Time 12:00
journey. §  [550054 | WP-743/SDP- | Repair & Renovation of Civi, Saniary & Electical works of Kulah UFGFWG in Assasuni | 23032021 | 07.04.2021 | 08.04.2021
4 (GOB)-HED Upazila under Satkhira District . Time 17:00 | Time 12:00
PHOTO: REUTERS 7 [559055 | WP-7437/SDP- | Repair & Renovalion of Civi, Sanitary & Electical works of Budhata UHGFWC in Assasun | 23.03.2021 | 07.042021 | 08.042021
4 (GOB)-HED Upazila under Satkhira District . Time 17:00 | Time 12:00
8 |559056 | WP-7438/SDP- | Repair & Renovation of Civil, Sanitary & Electrical works of Nowapara UH&FWC's | 23.03.2021 0_?,04.2021 08.04.2021
Government of the Pe Opl e’s Republl ¢ of Ban gl adesh @ 4 (GOB)-HED g:;l:ier;tgg ctifiJcatr_ter building (ic. Roof slab casting of Qtr. Bldg.) in Debhata Upazila under Time 17:00 | Time 12:00
Local Government Engineering Department S 9 |559057 | WP-7439/SDP- | Repair & Renovation of Civi, Sanitary & Electrical works of Tarali URGFWC in Kaligon] | 23.03.2021 | 07.04.2021 | 08.04.2021
: . ‘_\' = w. 4 (GOB)-HED Upazila under Satkhira District . Time 17:00 | Time 12:00
Office o.f th.e Execut!ve Er}glneer / “ | L 10 [559058 | WP-7440/SDP- | Repair & Renovation of Civil, Sanitary & Electrical works of Ratonpur (Sathalia) UH&FWC in | 23.03.2021 | 07.04.2021 | 08.04.2021
District: Manikganj - 4 (GOB}HED | Kaligonj Upazila under Satkhira District . Time 17:00 | Time 12:00
www.lged.gov.bd cer wfF IS T1 (559059 | WP-7441/SDP- | Repair & Renovation of Civi, Sanitary & Electical works of Knalinagar UHGFWC in Tala | 23.03.2021 | 07.042021 | 08.04.2021
I e TS 4(GOB)-HED | Upazila under Satkhira District Time 17:00 | Time 12:00
Memo No: 46.02.5600.000.07.001.20- 640 12 |559060 | WP-7443/SDP- | Repair & Maintenance works of Nurse Dormitory & Re-Construction of Intemal RCC Road & | 23.03.2021 | 07.04.2021 | 08.04.2021
Date: 23/03/2021 4 (GOB)-HED Master drain in Sadar Hospital under Satkhira District . Time 17:00 | Time 12:00
. : 13 |559061 | WP-T444/SDP- | Repair & Maintenance work of Sadar UH&FPO's Office Building (Gr. Floor) and SFF of | 23.03.2021 | 07.04.2021 | 08.04.2021
Invitation for Tender (works) 4(GOBFHED | Gate at sadar UHFPO Office campus under Satkhira District . Time 17:00 | Time 12:00
- 2 - 14 |559062 | WP-7445/SDP- | Repair & Maintenance of Civil, Sanitary & Electrical works of Debhata Health Sub- | 23.03.2021 | 07.04.2021 | 08.04.2021
€ Tender Notice N0.2 1/2020 202 1 4 (GOB)-HED Centre/RD in Debhata Upazila under Satkhira District . Time 17:00 | Time 12:00
e-Tender's are invited in the National e-GP System Portal (http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) for the 15 |550063 | WP-7446/SDP- | Repair & Renovation work of Ataroi Community Clinic, Ward- 1(old) at Tala Union, Danga | 23.03.2021 | 07.04.2021 | 08.04.2021 |
procurement of the following packages. 4(GOB)}HED | Nalta Community Clinic, Ward-2 (old) at Tala Union, Sahajadpur Community clinic, Ward- Time 17.00 | Time 12:00 |
SL | Tender ID & Name of Works Tender Tender Proposal Document 2{0k|_) at Kheshra Up:on ;Jlalalpur Community Clinic, Ward-2 (old) at Jalalpur Union in Tala
No. -1l 2 i csi Upazila under Satkhira District.
Package No Method last selling & Submission - - - . — -
Date and Time 16 |559064 | WP-7447/SDP- | Repair & Renovation work of Teka Kashipur Community Clinic, Ward- 3(old) at Kadakati | 23.03.2021 | 07.04.2021 | 08.04.2021
1 559328 Rehabilitation of Daragram GC-Ngarpur GC via 4 (GOB)-HED Union, Baliapur Community Clinic, Ward-2 (old) at Shovnali Union, Gaiakhali Community Time 17:00 | Time 12:00
MAN/AF-122 | Savar & Sonka bazar Road I1D-356702009 26-April-2021 14:00 Clinic, Ward-2(Old) at Assasuni Union & Baliakhali Community Clinic, Ward-3 (old) at
Ch.0+000-11+767km. Uapazila Saturia, District: & Sreeula Union in Assasuni Upazila under Satkhira District.
Manikganj OTM 26-April-2021 16:00 17 |559065 | WP-7448/SDP- | Repair & Renovation work of Debipur Community Clinic, Ward-2 (old) at Shyamnagar | 23.03.2021 | 07.04.2021 | 08.04.2021
2 559327 Rehabilitation of of Jaforganj GC-Aricha ghat P ’ 4 (GOB)-HED Union, Khanpur (Hatsala) Community Clinic, Ward- 3 (Old) at Bhurulia Union & Debaloy Time 17:00 | Time 12:00
MAN/AF-123 NHW via Teota Road ID-356782005 Ch.0+000- Community Clinic, Ward-3 (old) at Shyamnagar Union in Shyamnagar Upazila under
5+250km. Uapazila Shibalaya, District: Satkhira District.
Manikganj 18 559066 | WP-1162/SDP- | Construction of Beula Community Clinic under 02 No Budhata union (ward no-7 old) | 23.03.2021 | 07.04.2021 | 08.04.2021
These are online Tender’'s where only e-Tender's will be accepted in the National e-GP portal and no 4(GOBJHED | Assasuni Upazila in Satkhira District (Type-A) Time 17:00 | Time 12:00
offline/hard copies will be accepted.The fees for downloading the e-Tender Documents from the The defaulter Contractor of HED/HED Khulna division those who are unable to complete the Construction, Re-Construction, repair, maintenance works
National e-GP System portal have to be deposited online through any registered Bank’s branch.Further of Revenue & Development budget under HED, Khulna Division of FY:2017-18, 18-19, 19-20. Those Contractor have accepted/Absorbed 3 or above
information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System Portal and from e-GP help desk work orders is not allowed to participate in this tendering process. Not allowed more than 02 (two) works against any construction firm if any Contractor
(helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd.) win more than 2 works in the lottery process. — M’?
These are online Tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP portal and no offine/hard copies will be accepted. M
To submit e-Tender, registration in the National e-GP system portal (https://www.eprocure.qov.bd) is required. . 6}2 :! | J
7> QM’) Further information and guideline are available in the National e-GP System Portal and from e-GP help desk (helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd) Ashu makger
( Md. Faizool Huq) Executive Engineer
Executive Engineer Health Engineering Department (HED)
Ph ssoLz?Eng’: M—amlgggzn 0817 GD- 602 Khulna Division, Khuina
- -+ - . Fax:+: - - a0,
GD- 607 E-mail: xen.manikganj@lged.gov.bd e'mallhEdkhlzm-(@yahmwm




