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Son of martyred freedom fighter
awaits allowance in despair

S Diuir Roy

“My father Bocharam Das is a martyred freedom
fighter, recognised by the government. But we are
not getting any facilities given to the martyred
freedom fighter’'s family by the government,”
said Monaram Das, 51, son of the martyred
freedom fighter.

“For the last 11 years, [ have been appealing to
the ministry concerned and local administration
but got no response due to some unknown
reason,” he said.

“We only get invitation letter on Victory
Day and Independence Day and except for the
invitation letter, we have not been entitled to
any facilities, he added.

“My father Bocharam Das along with ten
other freedom fighters was martyred while
fighting against the Pakistani occupation forces
in Gaibandha’s Trimohini Ghat area during the
country’s liberation war, said Monaram Das,
adding they didn’t get his father body.
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The martyred freedom fighter Bocharam
Das’s lone son Monaram Das, and his family of
five members are struggling for livelihood, living
in a small house of government’s Sonapukur
Abasan at Daikhowa village of Lalmonirhat’s
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The name of martyred freedom fighter
Bocharam Das is on the memorial plaque in

Lalmonirhat’s Hatibandha upazila. rroTo: sTar

Hatibandha upazila.

Monaram runs his family catching fish but
nowadays he is almost unemployed due to
scarcity of fish in local water bodies.

Monaram Das was one and half years old
when his father Bocharam Das joined the
country’s Liberation War in 1971. Bocharam
Das could not return to his little baby as he was
martyred during the Liberation War.

After some years of independence, Monaram
became an orphan as his mother Suniti Bala Das

died without getting a treatment. Since then,
poverty has become his lifetime companion.

Martyred freedom fighter Bocharam Das's co-
fighter Noor Ali said, “Martyred freedom fighter
Bocharam Das is recognised only in papers but
not in reality as his only son Monaram Das isn't
getting any government facilities.”

“We are working to get government facilities
for him and his family members,” he said
adding they do not know why Monaram is not
getting government facilities entitled to freedom
fighter's ward. ‘Bocharam Das was a frontline
fighter in the battle field during the liberation
war in 1971, he added.

Monaram Das said taking help of his
father’s co-fighters he appealed to the ministry
concerned for getting government facilities and
he has been assured that he will start enjoying
government facilities by this current year 2021.
“But I don't know when I will get result, he said
adding he got such promises earlier as well.

Hatibandha Upazila Nirbahi Officer (UNO)
Samiul Amin said martyred freedom fighter
Bocharam Das had all kinds of documents
and was enlisted in both the Indian list and
Bangladesh list.

“Our recommendation was sent to the
ministry concerned for providing all kinds of
government facilities to Monaram Das, the lone
son of martyred freedom fighter Bocharam Das
six months ago,” the UNO said adding that he
is also communicating to the ministry in this
regard.

650 pry teachers’ last
month's pay still due
in Birganj

Our CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

A total of 650 teachers at 136 government
primary schools in Birganj upazila of
Dinajpur have not got the salary of
February as the upazila education officer
unilaterally channeled the fund to another
head to pay the arrear of 23 teachers of six
schools, said the teachers.

However, the salaries of 86 schools
have been paid. According to the upazila
education officials, there are 222 primary
schools in Birganj upazila.

The families of the teachers, mostly
dependent on the salaries, are in hardship
due to the nonpayment. Usually, the salary
is paid between 1st to 5th instant.

The teachers in Birganj lodged a written
complaint to The Primary and Mass
Education Ministry on March 14 seeking
its intervention in this regard.

The application mentioned that
they met Abul Kalam Azad, the upazila
education officer, recently demanding the
salaries of the 650 teachers. However, the
education officer informed them that their
monthly payment could not be made due
to shortage of fund.

Md Shafiqul Islam Shamim, a teacher
of Sarkarpara Government Primary
School and also general secretary of
Bangladesh Primary School Assistant
Teachers Association Birganj unit, said

that Tk 2.50crore had been given to
upazila treasury office in Birganj from the
district treasury office to pay the salaries of
222 government primary schools in the
upazila.

The upazila education office allegedly
halted the payment of 650 teachers and
paid seven years arrear of 23 teachers of six
schools.

The officer cannot do that, he claimed.

“The Education Officer Md Abdul Kalam
does nothing until he gets his demand for
bribe is met,” Shamim alleged on Tuesday,
adding that the unpaid teachers have fallen
in deep financial crisis and no apparent
steps have been taken to pay their salaries
although half of March has passed.

Why did he pay seven years’ arrear of 23
teachers halting the payment of majority
teachers? he questioned.

Family members of the teachers are
dependent on their salaries, he said.

Md Abul Kalam Azad, upazila education
officer in Birganj, said that the salaries of
the 650 teachers in the upazila could not
be disbursed as the fund fell short by Tk 76
lakh after paying the arrear of 23 teachers.

The shortage of fund has been adjusted
from other two heads, and the teachers’
salaries will be deposited to the bank
accounts of these teachers by Thursday.

The allegation of bribery brought
against him is false, he claimed.
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Local Government Engineering Department
“Technical Assistance Project for My Village-My Town”
LGED, LGED Bhaban, (Level-08)
Agargaon, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar

Corrigendum Notice
Tender Notice No. 02/2020-21

This is to inform all concemed that the tender notice 02/2020-21 floated vide Memo No.
46.02.0000.982.11.001.21.10, Date: 10-03-2021 the following Corrigendum is as follows:
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Our CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Dated: 24-03-2021

SI. No. Name of Service & Package No. Field name Published Amended
time time
01 EOl For Selection of Individual | Closing date & time | 30/03/2021 04/04/2021 the town.
Consultant (National) Package No. 14:00pm 14:00pm
TAPP of MVMT/S-03, S-04, S-05, S-
06, S-08, S-07 & S-10

All other terms and conditions shall remain unchanged.

GD-606

Abul Monzur Md. Sadeque
Project Director (Addl. Charge)
Tel: 02 44826220 (Off)
E-mail: pd.gccp@lged.gov.bd &
myvillage.mytown@Iged.gov.bd
Cell No. 01678-054300
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Police recovered the body
of youth in Biral upazila
yesterday, a day after he
went missing on Tuesday.
The deceased, Rakib
Islam, 25, was a battery-
run easy-bike driver from
Mirzapur Bus Stand area in

Earlier, victim's family
members filed a general
diary (GD) with Dinajpur
Sadar Police Station on
Tuesday night.

Officer in Charge of
Biral Police Station Sheikh
Nasim Habib said residents
of Dhukurjhari village saw
the body wrapped in a
jute bag beside Dinajpur-
Bochaganj road yesterday
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