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650 pry teachers’ last 
month’s pay still due 

in Birganj
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

A total of 650 teachers at 136 government 
primary schools in Birganj upazila of 
Dinajpur have not got the salary of 
February as the upazila education officer 
unilaterally channeled the fund to another 
head to pay the arrear of 23 teachers of six 
schools, said the teachers.

However, the salaries of 86 schools 
have been paid. According to the upazila 
education officials, there are 222 primary 
schools in Birganj upazila. 

The families of the teachers, mostly 
dependent on the salaries, are in hardship 
due to the nonpayment. Usually, the salary 
is paid between 1st to 5th instant. 

The teachers in Birganj lodged a written 
complaint to The Primary and Mass 
Education Ministry on March 14 seeking 
its intervention in this regard.

The application mentioned that 
they met Abul Kalam Azad, the upazila 
education officer, recently demanding the 
salaries of the 650 teachers. However, the 
education officer informed them that their 
monthly payment could not be made due 
to shortage of fund.  

Md Shafiqul Islam Shamim, a teacher 
of Sarkarpara Government Primary 
School and also general secretary of 
Bangladesh Primary School Assistant 
Teachers Association Birganj unit, said 

that Tk 2.50crore had been given to 
upazila treasury office in Birganj from the 
district treasury office to pay the salaries of 
222 government primary schools in the 
upazila.

The upazila education office allegedly 
halted the payment of 650 teachers and 
paid seven years arrear of 23 teachers of six 
schools.

The officer cannot do that, he claimed.  
“The Education Officer Md Abdul Kalam 

does nothing until he gets his demand for 
bribe is met,” Shamim alleged on Tuesday, 
adding that the unpaid teachers have fallen 
in deep financial crisis and no apparent 
steps have been taken to pay their salaries 
although half of March has passed. 

Why did he pay seven years’ arrear of 23 
teachers halting the payment of majority 
teachers? he questioned. 

Family members of the teachers are 
dependent on their salaries, he said. 

Md Abul Kalam Azad, upazila education 
officer in Birganj, said that the salaries of 
the 650 teachers in the upazila could not 
be disbursed as the fund fell short by Tk 76 
lakh after paying the arrear of 23 teachers. 

The shortage of fund has been adjusted 
from other two heads, and the teachers’ 
salaries will be deposited to the bank 
accounts of these teachers by Thursday. 

The allegation of bribery brought 
against him is false, he claimed.

Burnt woman 
fighting for life
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bogura

A housewife, severely burnt allegedly by her husband and 
in laws over family issues in Gaibandha Sadar upazila on 
Tuesday, in fighting for life a Rangpur Medical College.

Quitting the 22-year-old victim, Inspector of Gaibandha 
Sadar Police Station Mujibur Rahman said during an 
altercation over different family issues the husband and 
mother-in-law of Sharmin Akhtar set her afire around 
1:00pm on Tuesday.

Hearing the news after nearly eight hours of the incident, 
Sharmin’s parents rushed to her in-laws’ house around 
9:00pm, rescued her with 70 burn injuries and took her 
to Gaibandha General Hospital. She was later shifted to 
Rangpur Medical College Hospital the same night as her 
condition deteriorated. 

Meanwhile, following a case filed by Sharmin’s father 
Shafiqul Islam with Gaibandha Sadar Police Station, police 
detained victim’s husband Korban Ali, 25, and mother-in-
law Kulsum Begum from their house yesterday evening. 

Son of martyred freedom fighter 
awaits allowance in despair
S DILIP ROY

“My father Bocharam Das is a martyred freedom 
fighter, recognised by the government. But we are 
not getting any facilities given to the martyred 
freedom fighter’s family by the government,” 
said Monaram Das, 51, son of the martyred 
freedom fighter.

 “For the last 11 years, I have been appealing to 
the ministry concerned and local administration 
but got no response due to some unknown 
reason,’’ he said. 

“We only get invitation letter on Victory 
Day and Independence Day and except for the 
invitation letter, we have not been entitled to 
any facilities,’ he added.

“My father Bocharam Das along with ten 
other freedom fighters was martyred while 
fighting against the Pakistani occupation forces 
in Gaibandha’s Trimohini Ghat area during the 
country’s liberation war,’ said Monaram Das, 
adding they didn’t get his father body.

The martyred freedom fighter Bocharam 
Das’s lone son Monaram Das, and his family of 
five members are struggling for livelihood, living 
in a small house of government’s Sonapukur 
Abasan at Daikhowa village of Lalmonirhat’s 

Hatibandha upazila. 
Monaram runs his family catching fish but 

nowadays he is almost unemployed due to 
scarcity of fish in local water bodies.

Monaram Das was one and half years old 
when his father Bocharam Das joined the 
country’s Liberation War in 1971. Bocharam 
Das could not return to his little baby as he was 
martyred during the Liberation War. 

After some years of independence, Monaram 
became an orphan as his mother Suniti Bala Das 

died without getting a treatment. Since then, 
poverty has become his lifetime companion.

Martyred freedom fighter Bocharam Das’s co-
fighter Noor Ali said, “Martyred freedom fighter 
Bocharam Das is recognised only in papers but 
not in reality as his only son Monaram Das isn’t 
getting any government facilities.”

“We are working to get government facilities 
for him and his family members,” he said 
adding they do not know why Monaram is not 
getting government facilities entitled to freedom 
fighter’s ward.  ‘Bocharam Das was a frontline 
fighter in the battle field during the liberation 
war in 1971,’ he added.

Monaram Das said taking help of his 
father’s co-fighters he appealed to the ministry 
concerned for getting government facilities and 
he has been assured that he will start enjoying 
government facilities by this current year 2021. 
‘‘But I don’t know when I will get result,’ he said 
adding he got such promises earlier as well.

Hatibandha Upazila Nirbahi Officer (UNO) 
Samiul Amin said martyred freedom fighter 
Bocharam Das had all kinds of documents 
and was enlisted in both the Indian list and 
Bangladesh list. 

“Our recommendation was sent to the 
ministry concerned for providing all kinds of 
government facilities to Monaram Das, the lone 
son of martyred freedom fighter Bocharam Das 
six months ago,” the UNO said adding that he 
is also communicating to the ministry in this 
regard.

The name of martyred freedom fighter 

Bocharam Das is on the memorial plaque in 

Lalmonirhat’s Hatibandha upazila. 
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A group allegedly led by Shirhan Serif Tomal, president of Ishwardi upazila unit Jubo League, on Monday 

demolished this under construction boundary wall, erected on a disputed land, at Darinarica village in Pabna’s 

Ishwardi municipality. PHOTO: STAR 

Youth 
found 
dead
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Police recovered the body 
of youth in Biral upazila 
yesterday, a day after he 
went missing on Tuesday.

The deceased, Rakib 
Islam, 25, was a battery-
run easy-bike driver from 
Mirzapur Bus Stand area in 
the town. 

Earlier, victim’s family 
members filed a general 
diary (GD) with Dinajpur 
Sadar Police Station on 
Tuesday night. 

Officer in Charge of 
Biral Police Station Sheikh 
Nasim Habib said residents 
of Dhukurjhari village saw 
the body wrapped in a 
jute bag beside Dinajpur-
Bochaganj road yesterday 
morning and informed 
them.


