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HC clears
FROM PAGE 3

“Examinees will be seated 
three feet apart from each 
other. Everyone has to wear 
a mask and there will be 
sanitisers,” he said while 
talking to reporters after 
a meeting on the medical 
admission test at the Health 
Ministry’s conference room.

He said around 1.22 
lakh students will sit for this 
year’s exam at 55 centres on 
April 2.

Number of test centres 
will be increased if needed, 
he said.

The minister also said, 
“Coaching centres will 
remain closed and no 
photocopy machine will be 
allowed in the vicinity of the 
exam centres.”

“We have set up a 
monitoring cell. If there is 
any problem, the cell can 
be contacted. There will 
also be magistrates at the 
examination centres and 
they will look after the 
overall issues,” the minister 
added.

He said that the 
government will be vigilant 
against any type of rumours 
during and after the exam 
and also reassured that 
question papers will not be 
leaked this year.

CCC leaves
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“Our efforts are going on to bring the mosquito menace 
under control,” he said, adding, “As it has not rained in the 
city since winter, the situation has gotten worse.”

Asad Haider, a resident of Bibirhat area of the city, said 
CCC conservancy workers sprayed in the area, but to no 
avail. “Mosquitoes continue to bite,” he said.

“I think the insecticide or larvicide used by the CCC are 
not working properly,” Asad speculated.

Similar complaints came from the residents of 
Sholoshahar, DC Road, Kapashgola, Dewanbazar and 
Jalalabad -- all areas where CCC workers spray repellent in 
drains and bushes regularly.

Contacted, Kazi Mohammad Mozammel Haque, chief 
executive officer of CCC, said they contacted the Chittagong 
University experts to know whether the mosquitoes 
acquired resistance to the chemicals. “We also sent them 
the repellent sample to examine its effectiveness,” he said.

“We are waiting for their response,” said the CCC 
official.

Prof Dr Manzoorul Kibria of Zoology Department at 
CU said mosquitoes breed in still water. If it rains, water 
will flow and mosquitoes will not get a suitable breeding 
ground. But the CCC will have to ensure free flow of water 
in drains and canals, he said.

Echoing the comment, the Directorate General of 
Health Services says if there is no rain, Aedes mosquitoes 
will continue to breed rapidly. Again, in hot weather, even 
if the humidity is high, the number of mosquitoes will 
increase.

Torrential rain can minimise the mosquito menace, says 
DGHS.

Meanwhile, several city dwellers made alleged negligence 
of city authorities in conducting anti-mosquito activities.

“I have not seen any CCC conservancy worker in the 
area for around a year,” said Md Azam from Uzir Ali Shah 
By-lane at Rahattarpool.

“We cannot even stay home after sunset for mosquitoes,” 
he said.

Asked about it, Deputy Conservancy Officer of CCC 
Morshedul Alam said he will look into the matter.

BNP halts
FROM PAGE 3

Criticising the government, 
Mirza Fakhrul said it 
has failed to raise public 
awareness to follow health 
directives.

He alleged that the 
government is celebrating 
the golden jubilee of the 
independence keeping the 
country’s people aside.

“I am yet to see any 
golden jubilee programme. 
I don’t know whether 
you have seen. Awami 
League does not have any 
programme; rather, they 
[government] have barred 
us from holding our 
programmes since March 
17,” he alleged.

Actually the government 
could not engage the 
country’s people in its 
celebration programme, he 
further said.

Kumudini
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oxygen supply and adequate medical 
care to critically-ill patients and others at 
Kumudini Hospital.

Jaago was awarded the grant for “The 
Project for Providing Bus Service for the 
Students and the Community Teachers in 
Bandarban District”.

Since its establishment in 2007, Jaago 
has been working to provide educational 
opportunities to underprivileged children 
and promoting volunteer youth activities 
for youth development.

With the funding, it will support 
students and community teachers of its 
Jaago Bandarban School with a school bus 
to travel to and from the remote location 
to the school, the statement added.

Japan has supported 200 NGO projects 
through its GGHSP since 1989, with a 
view to enhancing economic and social 
human security at the grassroots levels. 

The total sum of these grants extended 
to NGOs in Bangladesh to date amounts 
to approximately $16 million, the 
statement said.

Man shot 
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twice at the victim,” said Azizul Haque, 
inspector (investigation) of Dakshinkhan 
Police Station.

Rashid was rushed to a local hospital, 
where doctors declared him dead.

Police so far arrested six persons 
including Hannan, his son and brother, 
after the killing.

They also recovered two firearms from 
Hannan’s residence, said Md Shahidullah, 
deputy commissioner of Uttara Division 
Police.

“We suspect the killing took place over 
previous enmity. We are investigating the 
incident,” the DC told The Daily Star.

Meanwhile, angered by the incident, 
locals torched a car of Hannan, parked 
near his house.

Two firefighting units from Uttara 
rushed there and doused the blaze, said 
Ershad Hossain, duty officer of Fire Service 
and Civil Defence Headquarters.

The body was sent to Shaheed 
Suhrawardy Medial College Hospital 
morgue for autopsy. Filing of a case was 
underway.

USA to 
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improve safety and 
structural stability, said the 
press release.

As part of the project, 
a Heritage Impact 
Assessment will include 
traditional and modern 
drone-based three-
dimensional architectural 
documentation methods, 
it said.

“Upon completion in 
2022, both levels of the 
Hammam Khana will 
reopen to the public,” said 
the press release.

“As Bangladesh 
celebrates its golden 
jubilee of independence, 
there’s no better time for 
our countries to further 
strengthen our friendship 
rooted in mutual respect 
and shared values,” 
said Earl Miller while 
inaugurating the event.

PKSF holds views-exchange 
meeting with freedom fighters
CITY DESK

Palli Karma-Sahayak Foundation has 
carried out various activities, marking the 
birth centenary of Father of the Nation 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and 
the golden jubilee of independence.

A virtual views-exchange meeting was 
held yesterday with participation of 201 
freedom fighters from 201 unions under 
the organisation’s “Samriddhi” programme, 
said a press release.

PKSF Chairman Dr Qazi Kholiquzzaman 
Ahmad said Bangabandhu’s ideology and 
the spirit of Liberation War should not be 
limited to discussion only. Those should be 
held close to the heart, and all should work 
together for their implementation, he said.

PKSF Deputy Managing Director Md 
Fazlul Kader delivered the welcome speech.

The event was conducted by PKSF Deputy 
Managing Director Dr Jashim Uddin, and 
attended by a number of its board members.

Erfan Salim’s 
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Star yesterday that his client is yet to be released as the HC 
verdict copy has not reached the jail authorities.

Following a bail petition filed by Erfan, the HC on 
March 18 granted permanent bail to him in the case 
filed by Lt Wasif Ahmed Khan of Bangladesh Navy with 
Dhanmondi Police Station on October 25 last year, 
against Erfan (37) and three others -- AB Siddique Dipu 
(45), Md Zahid (35) and Md Mizanur Rahman (30), for 
attacking him.

Rab arrested Erfan at his house in Old Dhaka the same 
day.

An ode to 
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In School Category B, Iftakhar Islam from Bangladesh 
International School & College and Fahad Ahmed Apon 
from ABC International School became first and second 
runners-up, respectively.

Md Rahim Uddin Raju from Janata Mahabiddaloy and 
Fardin Hasan from Dhaka City College secured second and 
third positions in the College category, respectively.

Muzahidul Islam of DU secured second position at 
University category, while Ridoy Majumder from Noakhali 
Science and Technology University came third.

A hero like 
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“He played a great role in 
progressing the country’s overall 
socioeconomic condition. Such 
a hero should be remembered 
forever,” said Atiur Rahman.

Salehuddin Ahmed, another 
former governer of the central bank, 
said, “Millions were able to improve 
their living standards by taking 
collateral-free loans from ASA.”

M Abdul Aziz, a former cabinet 
secretary; Dirk Brouwer, CEO of ASA 
International; Praful Patel, former 
vice president at World Bank, and 
Aris Alip, managing director of Card 
Bank in The Philippines addressed 
the memorial programme, among 
others.

Shafiqual Haque Choudhury was 
a member of the Policy Advisory 
Group at Consultative Group to 
Assist the Poor. He taught at Boulder 
Institute of Microfinance, and was 
a visiting fellow at St Francis Xavier 
University’s Coady International 
Institute.

Although summer is 

technically yet to arrive as 

per the Bengali calendar, 

mercury has been on the 

rise across the country, 

and Barishal city is no 

exception. And with rising 

tempetratures, the demand 

for fans are also up. 

Vendors are roaming the 

streets carrying bundles of 

fans, made by hand from 

palm leaves. Each of these 

goes for Tk 20-25, the 

seller said. The photo was 

taken yesterday from the 

city’s Katpotti area.

PHOTO:

TITU DAS


