
7
WEDNESDAY MARCH 24, 2021

CHAITRA 10, 1427 BS

Here are 
some binge 
worthy 
movie and 
TV series you 
can spend 
your time 
watching 
while you 
stay at 
home social 
distancing, 
keeping 
yourself, 
as well as 
others, safe.

GRAPE VINE

Imran Mahmudul has released a new song with the Gaaner Raja 
participant Poni Chakma, titled Alo. Imran himself composed 
the song while the lyrics were written by Rabiul Islam Jibon. The 
song was released under the banner of CMV. The music video, 
which has been made by Saikat Reza, stars Keya Payel alongside 
the artists of the song. When asked about the song, Imran said, 
‘This is Poni Chakma’s debut song and it has been beautifully 
sung. I believe that the audience will truly love it. There is some-
thing new and unique about the video too.’ Aside from this, he 
has released another new song, called Bhabini Kokhono Ebhabe, 
for the film Bidrohi. 
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RODELA’S SONG
Rodela, the daughter of singer-songwriter Nancy, has been highly 
praised for covering the song Amay Deko Na by the renowned 
artist Lucky Akhand in a new way. The song has been written by 
Kausar Ahmed Chowdhury, newly composed by Rajib Ghosh, 
and was released on her mother’s channel. Previously, Rodela’s 
songs Projapati Projapati, a Nazrul-giti, and Amra Shobai Raja, a 
Rabindra sangeet, were released. She has plans to release an orig-
inal debut song next Eid under a production company. Rodela 
is currently in eighth grade at a school in Mymensingh. She is 
learning classical music from Bijan Topdar, as well as her mother.
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NIPA’S MAKEUP FAME
Nipa Ahmed has received significant fame for her performance 
in the film Makeup, directed by Anonno Mamun. The film was 
released under the banner of Celebrity Productions on the OTT 
Platform iTheater on March 21. A special premier was also held at 
BFDC before its release, where Nipa’s acting was praised by the 
audience. The movie stars Tariq Anam Khan and Ziaul Roshan 
are opposite her, and tells the story of the film industry. 
...............................................................................................................
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Zack Snyder’s Justice League (also known as Snyder Cut) is 
the director’s cut of the superhero film Justice League that 
was released in 2017, based on eponymous DC team of 
superheroes. It was directed by Zack Snyder, produced by 
Charles Roven and Deborah Snyder under the banners 
of Warner Bros. Pictures, DC Films, Atlas Entertainment, Rat-
Pac-Dune Entertainment and The Stone Quarry, distributed 
by HBO Max, and stars Ben Affleck, Henry Cavill and Amy 
Adams, among others. The storyline follows Bruce Wayne 
as he recruits a team of superheroes to protect the earth 
with the help of Diana Price. The film was released on 
March 18, 2021 in theatres.

Zack snyder’s justice league

Promising Young Woman is a dark comedy thriller movie, first released 
on January 25, 2020 followed by December 25, 2020 internation-
ally. It was written and directed by Emerald Fennell, produced by 
her alongside Margot Robbie, Josey McNamara, Tom Ackerley, Ben 
Browning and Ashley Fox under the banners of FilmNation Entertain-
ment and LuckyChap Entertainment, distributed by Focus Features, and 
stars Carey Mulligan, Bo Burnham and Alison Brie, among others. 
The plot follows the life of a truamatised young woman who plans on 
revenge against the people who wronged her.

Promising young woman

Ginny & Georgia is a comedy drama TV series on Netflix, follows 
the duo of teenager Ginny Miller and her alluring but immature 
thirty-year-old mother. The show was created by Sarah Lampert, 
produced by Claire Welland under the banners of Queen Fish 
Productions, Critical Content and Dynamic Television Madica, and 
stars Brianne Howey, Antonia Gentry and Diesel La Torraca, 
among others. It was originally released on February 24, 2021 
and has one season with ten episodes.

GINNY & GEORGIA

Amina Hossain

Krishendu Chattopadhyay: 
I don’t get offended when called a young director; I 
rather like it. I have jointly directed two web series 
with Tanim Noor so far: Money Honey 1, 2 and 
Contract. I feel it won’t be right to discuss anything 
for or against web series and OTT platforms. As it is 
a new medium for us, there is still scope for explora-
tion. However, it may be new for us, but web series 
have been popular in Europe, America and India. 
Platforms like Netflix and Amazon Prime have been in-
troduced to the Indian audiences’ way before us, and 
directors have been bringing forth different contents 
for a while now. I feel that OTT platforms are more 
of a personal viewing experience. So, the stories that 
we cannot portray on television, can be brought 
forward on web platforms. Television is more of a 
family viewing medium and we do not always get 
the opportunity to deliver certain genres over there. 
As web series can be watched personally on mobile, 
laptops and even television through the internet, we 
are getting the opportunity to share stories that we 
usually don’t because of certain boundaries. There-
fore, I believe that we have scope for exploring the 
OTT platforms and also the opportunity to utilise it 
to its maximum level. I want to share stories, exper-
iment with new content and have creative freedom. 
Web platforms allow you to do so.  I don’t think web 
platforms rival television media. They are two differ-
ent media with different uses and viewership. They 
are made to cater to a separate set of audiences. I 
prefer working for web platforms for various reasons. 

The first reason is that I can compare statistics and 
measure the number of views. Secondly, I can know 
who is subscribing to the particular OTT platform 
to watch my content. Thirdly, I can understand my 
audience’s demand. I enjoy working and being on 
the shooting floor. So, after discontinuing work with 
television because of budget constraints and story 
limitations, I started working for advertisements. 
I feel it is a bigger school for experimenting and 
learning from mistakes. Now, coming to the point 
of criticism. I feel that every artist has a certain level 
of ego or confidence regarding their own work. Now 
it depends on the type or level of criticism, whether 
they will work on it or just hear them out. If it is con-
structive criticism that comes through discussion, I 
would consider working on making changes. Further, 
I prefer discussing than criticising and have kept that 
a practice among my peers and colleagues. This helps 
everyone to develop and enhance their skills and 
bring out the best work.

Syed Ahmed Shawki: 
I like it when people refer to me as a young director. 
I think that the responsibility to carry the future of 
the industry lies on us youngsters, so I like to be 
referred as one. On the topic of making web-series, 
I just think of it as another platform for telling our 
stories. The concept of online streaming platforms 
is for the convenience of both the consumers and 
those making content. The consumers have a choice 
here; they can watch whatever they want and with 
the amount of variety in content available, they can 
choose from a lot of things. And since a lot of variety 
is available, this gives creators more chances to make 
content. So, with the demand for more things to 
watch increasing, us creators now have a bigger scope 

to direct new stories. A lot of good content is being 
made for web platforms, but I think that it is still too 
soon to actually compare online streaming platforms 
to television. I think that in a few years’ time, we will 
be able to make a fair comparison. When working 
with online platforms, it is important to understand 
the specific audience it caters to and the type of con-
tent it wants to put out. I would not necessarily call it 
as restrictive, especially since I mostly agree with the 
boundaries set, so I am happy to listen if I am told to 
tell my stories in a way that fits the medium. I don’t 
do advertisements much, but I think that similar 
to films, advertisements are also about storytelling. 
For me, the most important thing is to tell my story, 
regardless of whether it is in a hundred-minute-long 
film, or a one-minute advertisement. From my own 
experience with the web streaming platforms, I have 
seen that the main priority is the stories. This new 
model for making projects makes me very hopeful 
for the future as this really does increase the quality 
of the content being made. I think what our industry 

really needs now is some proper film critics. When 
growing up I used to read how the critics rated Holly-
wood movies, so I think that if we had critics like that 
in the press, it would help our industry grow.

Ridwan Intisaar Mahbub
Abrar Athar:
It doesn’t matter to me if I am referred to as a young 
up comer, but it does depend on how the person is 
saying it. But yes, it doesn’t bother me to be referred 
to as that. For me, the web streaming platforms 
are giving people a break from television, which is 
mainly catered to family viewing. Most of the content 
shown on television is made for families to watch, 
which limits us in a way. We could not make certain 
things as it would hurt some people’s sentiments, 
and there were also things that we saw in foreign 
movies that we wanted to do but were not acceptable 
for television. So, the web platforms are giving us the 
chance to experiment and make more things which 
may not suit the television platform. For me, the best 
thing about web platforms is that it is much easier 
to break out with it. If you can make good content, 
the whole world can easily access your work, whereas 
in television, it is boxed in a way. If you have talent, 
you definitely can make good content with web 
platforms. The thing about these platforms is that 
they know what sort of content will fit the medium. 
So, if I need to tell my stories in a certain way, it must 
be so that it caters better to what the audience is de-
manding. But, recently I worked with a local online 
platform, and they let me do a very experimental 
project. So, I feel that slowly we are getting to the 
point where the online streaming platforms will help 
us tell our stories in our own ways. Aside from films, 
I like making advertisements. I think that it gives 
me an additional platform to showcase my skills in. 
Usually, if I make just one film a year, I would be left 
with nothing to do for the rest of the year, and that 
would really bore me. So, I like to do advertisements. 
I think that our film industry is headed in a positive 
direction. People here are watching more films now 
from all over the globe. And when speaking globally, 
Bangladeshi films are now accepted and liked. Many 
filmmakers from here, including myself, even got the 
chance to go to big film festivals. I think that now, 
we are putting out good films from Bangladesh, and 
the future is very hopeful. I have always been inspired 
by alternative culture a lot, and that means that I 
want to make things fearlessly. Social media actually 
stops because people there say a lot of things, mostly 
negative. So, we need some critics who are aware of 
what they are doing, and will not go around bashing 
creators for no reason. 
....................................................................................
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INTO THE WEB
Three young talented filmmakers, Krishnendu Chattopadhyay, Syed Ahmed Shawki and Abrar 
Athar, recently joined a virtual meet to discuss the scenario of web series in Bangladesh. In this 
discussion with Rafi Hossain, they shared about the scope for development and insights to the 
world of web platforms.
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