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Procurement target missed as farmers lose 
interest to sell paddy 

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

Farmers are not showing interest to 
sell paddy to government warehouses 
on various grounds including non-
acceptance of paddy at the warehouses 
without bribe. For this reason, no paddy 
was deposited to Srimangal government 
warehouse in Srimangal upazila of 
Moulvibazar. 

Experts believe that non-storage of 
paddy in government warehouses is a 
threat to the country’s food security. And 
if the market goes out of the control of 
the government, it will affect the people 
of the country.

According to Srimangal upazila food 
control office, the target for Aman paddy 
collection in Sreemangal upazila is 442 
tonnes. And the government price was 
Tk 1,040.  The time to collect this paddy 
from the first list of farmers ended on 
January 25. But despite extension of 
the collection deadline the government 
warehouse is still empty. 

Sajjad Hosain, a farmer of Kalapur 
area, said the price of paddy is higher 
than that of the government price.

“In addition, we face various troubles 
including moisture measurement of 
paddy in the government godowns, 
chitta cleaning, load-unloading and 
transportation cost. Due to these 
problems, we are selling paddy without 
going to the government godown.”

Monwar Hossain, officer-in-charge 
of the upazila food warehouse, said, a 
circular issued by the ministry’s Internal 
Procurement Branch on October 30 
last year called for the selection of two 
farmers’ lists by lottery from among the 
productive farmers at the beginning of 
the 2020-21 Aman seasons, using the 
experience of the 2020 Boro paddy 
collection. 

“Farmers did not give us paddy as the 
prices were high in the local markets,” 
he added.

Mizan Mia, a farmer from South 
Uttarsur village, said, the price of 
fine and coarse rice is the same at the 
government warehouses but the price is 
higher in the local markets. 

“I have suffered a huge loss by selling 
paddy in government warehouses every 
time. That’s why I sold my paddy in the 
local markets this time. I have also got 
good profit. I will never sell paddy in 
the government warehouse again,” he 
added.

Bakul Mia, a farmer from Sindurkhan 
area, said, it’s not just the price, it’s a lot 
of trouble to take paddy to government 
godowns. 

“If we don’t give bribe, government 
officials will come up with one after 
another excuse like moisture content or 
higher percentage of chitta. And workers 
also have to be paid for loading and 

unloading. After covering all these costs, 
the price of one mound of paddy falls to 
700-800 taka.

Other hand, there is no cost to sell 
paddy in our local markets. Some 
traders buy paddy from our house,” he 
added.

Upazila Agriculture Officer Nilufar 

Yasmin Monalisa Sweety said, the target 
for Aman production was 65,961 tonnes 
last year. The production was 72,276 
tonnes. We got the list of farmers from 
the field level. 

Dipendra Bhattacharjee, president of 
Transparency International Bangladesh 
Sreemangal unit, said farmers have to 

contact the people of the ruling party to 
get their names enlisted to sell paddy. 
There are various problems in selling 
paddy in government warehouses 
including giving bribes. 

If the price of paddy is further 
increased by the government, farmers 
will be encouraged to give paddy in 
godowns, he added.

Upazila Food Officer Takbir 
Hossain denied the allegations of the 
farmers and said, “We have to take the 
paddy according to the rules of the 
government.”

Prof Dr Jasim Uddin Ahmed, 
chairman of the department of 
Agricultural Economics and Policy 
of Sylhet Agricultural University, the 
government is in trouble because of the 
incompetence of the staff in the field. 
On the other hand, there is a lack of 
proper monitoring by the government. 
If the government pays a little more to 
the farmers, the government will not 
have to face much loss.

He added that during the collection 
campaign, it is necessary to spread the 
word in the field. If necessary, people 
should be recruited on a daily basis at this 
time, but farmers should be motivated 
to sell paddy to the government. Because 
if there is not enough stock in the hands 
of the government, the traders can make 
syndicate and put the government in 
trouble.

Farmers selling paddy at a local market in Moulvibazar’s 

Srimangal upazila. 

Youth killed 
over trifling 
matter
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

A youth was stabbed to 
death in Mirzapur upazila 
in yesterday allegedly over a 
trifling matter. 

The deceased, Alimul 
Mollah, 30, son of Selim 
Mollah of Baimhati village, 
was a sweeper of Mirzapur 
municipality.

Police said a couple was 
engaged in a quarrel on 
the road around 11:00am 
and some locals including 
Alimul went there to stop 
them from quarrelling.

Meanwhile, an 
altercation occurred 
between Alimul and Sabbir, 
35, a guard of a local private 
hospital, on the spot over 
a trifling matter. At one 
stage, angry Sabbir took a 
knife from a nearby shop 
and stabbed Alimul on 
the abdomen, leaving him 
seriously injured.

Local people rushed 
Alimul to Kumudini 
Hospital from where he was 
referred to Dhaka Medical 
College Hospital for better 
treatment, but he died on 
way to the hospital. 

OC of Mirzapur Police 
Station Rizaul Haque Dipu 
said Sabbir went into hiding 
soon after the incident.
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27 injured
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TSC area, hundreds of Chhatra League 
activists attacked them.

Chhatra Front DU unit President 
Salman Siddique said, “Chhatra 
League attacked our peaceful 
procession. At least 20-25 of our 
brothers have been injured and 15 of 
them are admitted to Dhaka Medical 
College Hospital.”

In another incident in the morning, 
several BCL activists snatched an 
effigy of Modi, which was kept there 
to be burned by Bangladesh Students 
Federation at Raju Memorial Sculpture 
on the DU campus.

Later, Federation activists burnt 
several photos of Modi protesting his 
visit to Bangladesh.

Hundreds of leaders and activists of 
BCL had gathered at the Raju Memorial 
Sculpture and Madhur Canteen areas 
of the DU since Monday morning to 
celebrate the Indian government’s 
decision of honouring Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman with Gandhi 
Peace Prize-2020.

Indian PM Modi is scheduled to 
visit Dhaka on March 26-27 to attend 
the celebrations of Mujib Borsho and 
the golden jubilee of independence.

Why is Modi going to this temple?
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the chief deity of power in Hinduism, are 
believed to have fallen.

Modi is scheduled to fly in on March 
26 to join the ongoing celebration of 
“Mujib Borsho”, the centenary of birth 
of Father of the Nation Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman that coincides with the country’s 
50th anniversary of independence. On 
the side-line of his two-day state visit, 
Modi has two temple missions of his 
own: one is for politics in West Bengal 
and another for prayers.

According to political analysts, the 
Indian premier is to visit the sacred shrine 
of “Matua” community at Orakandi in 
Gopalganj district to woo hearts of the 
Matuas across the border ahead of the 
polls in West Bengal.

But why is Jashoreshwari Kali Temple 
so special for the BJP strongman? Maybe 
because it is the temple of the “God for 
Power” to devotees.  

On the last day of his visit, the Indian 
premier will fly off to Ishwaripur village and 
offer puja at the temple, which is believed to 

have been built by a Brahman named Anari 
in the latter part of 12th century.

He created a 100-door temple for 
the Jashoreshwari Peeth (shrine) and 
later it was renovated by Lakshman Sen 
in the 13th century and finally Raja 
Pratapaditya rebuilt the temple in the 
16th century.

The temple is one of the 51 Shakti 
Peeths, as per the Hindu mythology, 
scattered across India and neighbouring 
countries with six in Bangladesh. These 
are significant shrines and pilgrimage 
destinations in Shaktism, the goddess-
focused Hindu tradition.

According to Hindu mythology, of the 
51 Peeths, the temple at Ishwaripur is the 
place where the palms and soles of feet of 
Goddess Sati fell and the goddess resides 
there in the form of Devi Jashoreshwari 
and Lord Shiva appears as Chanda.

The story behind the Shakti Peeth is 
that after the self immolation of Goddess 
Sati, her husband Shiva picked up her 
remains and performed the celestial 
dance of destruction.

Vishnu, in an attempt to stop this 

destruction, used the Sudarshna chakra 
on Sati’s corpse, causing her body to tear 
apart and fall in different spots across 
the world. Each of the spots where a part 
of her body fell is called a Shakti Peeth, 
according to Hindu mythology.

According to sources, wherever Indian 
PM visits, he goes to a temple there to 
offer puja and this time two Shakti Peeths 
came up for consideration -- Shikarpur 
of Barisal and Ishwaripur. Shikarpur is 
said to be the site where Nose of Sati fell.

Last time when Modi visited 
Bangladesh in 2015, he offered puja at 
Dhakeshwari national temple.

Ahead of the Indian PM’s visit, the 
whole area has turned festive while 
security has been beefed-up with the 
deployment of additional police forces. 

Talking to The Daily Star, Jyoti 
Chattopadhyay, Sabayet (caretaker) of 
Jashoreshwari Kali Temple said they were 
ready to welcome the Indian prime minister.

“We are overwhelmed as the Indian 
prime minister is coming to our temple. 
I was briefed that Modi is coming here 
only to offer puja,” he added.

New cases jump to 9-month high
FROM PAGE 1

According to the Directorate General 
of Health Services (DGHS), only 11 
ICU beds out of 103 were vacant in 
10 Covid-19 dedicated government 
hospitals while 46 out of 164 in nine 
private hospitals in Dhaka city were 
vacant yesterday.

A physician deployed in the Covid-19 
unit of Dhaka Medical College Hospital 
wrote on his Facebook wall that the 
patients in general beds were turning 
critical but they could not provide ICU 
support to everyone.

As of yesterday, there are 549 ICU 
beds for Covid-19 patients in hospitals 
across the country. Of those, 306, or 
55.73 percent, were occupied.

This occupancy rate has surpassed the 
53.57 percent on July 2 last year when 
4,019 new daily cases were detected.
POSITIVITY RATE HIGHER THAN 
REPORTED?
Experts also hinted that the real positivity 
rate is higher than the reported numbers 
from the DGHS.

According to health officials, 
samples of around 5,000 members of 

law enforcement agencies who have 
been deployed for the twin national 
celebrations of Bangladesh’s golden 
jubilee of independence and the birth 
centenary of Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman, are being tested 
everyday as part of a regular screening 
purpose.

According to police department 
sources, around 8,000 members of 
the law enforcement agencies have 
been deployed for duty in the national 
celebrations.

Additionally, a number of outgoing 
passengers go through RT-PCR tests 
to get Covid-19 negative certificates 
required for travel abroad, sources said.

“If this number of people are excluded 
from the total testing figure, the number 
of tests done as part of transmission 
surveillance will come down. And the 
positivity rate will also go up,” Mushtuq 
Hussain, consultant of the Institute of 
Epidemiology, Disease Control and 
Research (IEDCR) told The Daily Star.

In the 24 hours until 8:00am 
yesterday, a total of 681 samples were 
tested in the RT-PCR lab at the Institute 

of Epidemiology, Disease Control and 
Research (IEDCR).

Of them, more than a hundred 
samples were of members of an 
intelligence agency.

“Usually, the positivity rate stays 
stagnant around four percent among 
[members of] law enforcement agencies 
we have been testing every day for the 
last week. If we exclude this number, 
the real positivity rate is a bit higher,” 
Mahbuba Zamil, head of the virology lab 
at the Institute of Public Health, told The 
Daily Star yesterday.

Asked whether the transmission will 
continue rising, she said, “We have to 
observe for a week more. Because, in 
our lab, we get different positivity rates 
-- ranging from five to 10 percent -- on 
different days. Yesterday, we had 10.1 
percent positive cases -- the highest in the 
last two months.”

She also said there is no alternative to 
wearing masks. 

“It is important for all. More 
importantly, one who develops Covid-19 
symptoms should test and isolate so that 
none can get the virus from that person.”
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