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Tarique
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Tarique claimed that his father Ziaur 
Rahman was the first president of the 
country and the first to declare its 
independence, it mentioned.

Hearing Tarique’s statement, the 
plaintiff felt aggrieved and filed the 
case, the lawyer said.

Europe can
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Most have since resumed using the 
vaccine after the European Medicines 
Agency found it “safe and effective”. 

AstraZeneca Plc said yesterday its 
Covid-19 vaccine developed with 
Oxford University was 79% effective 
in preventing symptomatic illness 
in a large trial in Chile, Peru and the 
United States, paving the way for it to 
apply for US approval.

The vaccine was also 100% effective 
against severe or critical disease and 
hospitalisation, and was safe, the 
partners said, releasing results of the 
late-stage human trial study of more 
than 32,000 volunteers across all age 
groups.

The data will give credence to the 
British shot after results from earlier, 
separate late-stage studies raised 
questions about the robustness of the 
data.

AstraZeneca said an independent 
safety committee conducted a specific 
review of the blood clots in the US 
trial, as well as cerebral venous sinus 
thrombosis (CVST), which is an 
extremely rare blood clot in the brain, 
with the help of an independent 
neurologist.

The London-listed company said 
the panel found “no increased risk of 
thrombosis or events characterised 
by thrombosis among the 21,583 
participants receiving at least one dose 
of the vaccine. The specific search for 
CVST found no events in this trial.”

“These results are great news as 
they show the remarkable efficacy of 
the vaccine in a new population and 
are consistent with the results from 
Oxford-led trials,” Andrew Pollard, 
who runs the Oxford Vaccine Group, 
said.

AstraZeneca said it was preparing 
to submit the data to the US Food 
and Drug Administration and for a 
launch in the United States should it 
win Emergency Use Authorization, 
reports Reuters.

University of Oxford professor 
Sarah Gilbert told BBC radio that 
work to prepare the submission will 
take a few weeks.

Meanwhile, British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson said yesterday he was 
“reassured” EU leaders do not want 
blockades on vaccine exports, while 
Ireland’s leader warned a threatened 
ban would be “very retrograde”.

Britain has urged the European 
Union not to halt exports of 
AstraZeneca’s Covid-19 vaccine in 
response to a shortfall in deliveries to 
the bloc from the Anglo-Swedish firm.

Fear, despair grip them
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People of 89 other families in the area 
have also been living in fear since a 
mob of Hefajat-e-Islam supporters 
wreaked havoc in the village, saying 
that someone from the community 
criticised their leader Mamunul 
Haque on Facebook.

Shahidul Islam Swadhin, the main 
accused, and 32 others have been 
arrested in two cases.

Police have set up two outposts 
in the village to ensure safety of the 
community, said Najmul Huq, officer-
in-charge of Shalla Police Station.

Hefajat-e-Islam held a rally in 
Derai, Sunamganj, on March 15, 
where its Amir Junayed Babunagari 
and Joint Secretary General Mamunul 
Haque spoke.

Word spread the next day that a 
young man named Jhumon Das Apon 
had criticised Mamunul in a Facebook 
post.

That evening, hundreds of people 
from Kashipur, Chondipur, Nachni 
and several other villages in Derai 
gathered at Dharain Bazar. Some 
of the people in the crowd were 
openly talking about attacking Hindu 
people’s houses at Noagaon, witnesses 
told The Daily Star.

Locals, who were against a 
wholesale attack, detained Jhumon 
from Shaskhai Bazar and handed him 
to police.

“People gathered in Dharain Bazar 
after someone used the microphone 
in a mosque and announced, 
‘Gather for a rally to save Islam.’ The 
next morning, someone from the 
mosque announced there will be 
demonstrations in Shalla,” Monful 

Begum, a resident of Nachni, told this 
correspondent. 

Liton Chandra Das, a resident of 
Noagaon, said, “When they gathered 
in the morning, we thought they were 
going to the government offices as 
they had announced before. We didn’t 
think they would attack us.”

Al-Muktadir Hossain, upazila 
nirbahi officer of Shalla, also said 
the crowds of people were supposed 
to hold a rally on March 17. “In 
the morning, when they gathered 
at Dharain, we went there to talk to 
them.”

On the night before the attack, 
Shalla Upazila Chairman Chowdhury 
Abdullah Al Mahmud went to Kashipur 
village, which is not far from the hindu 
houses, and tried to calm the mob.

“I talked to locals and Union 
Parishad members. They said there 
would be no further agitation,” he 
told this correspondent.

Freedom Fighter Jagat Chandra 
Das, 73, said, “The upazila chairman 
told us nothing will happen. But we 
got attacked.”

The upazila nirbahi officer said, 
“The attack on the village by a part 
of the mob was completely sudden, 
unplanned and uncontrollable.”

The mob that gathered in Dharain, 
first attacked a Kali temple in the 
village around 7:00am, said Adhir 
Chakraborty, who looks after the 
temple. “They attacked the temple 
hours before they attacked the houses. 
This proves that they gathered to 
attack the Hindu people.”

There are houses of six freedom 
fighters in Noagaon. All of their 
houses were attacked.

Freedom fighter Anil Chandra 
Das said, “I told them I’m a freedom 
fighter, but they didn’t listen and they 
were furious.”

Freedom fighter Jagat Chandra Das 
said, “They’ve humiliated us, I wish I 
were dead.”

His son Liton Das, said, “I heard 
them say ‘it’s a freedom fighter’s 
house’, and then they attacked our 
house.”

Jhumon’s wife Sweetie Chandra 
Das was beaten up by the mob.

“I, my six-month-old child, and 
sister-in-law went under the bed when 
they attacked. They found me… they 
tried to hit my head, but missed and 
cracked my arm. Then they held a 
knife to my throat and took away my 
jewelleries and savings,” she said.

Seven temples along with the idols 
at people’s homes were destroyed.

Ashim Chakraborty, the village 
priest, said they stole a stone idol of 
Bishnu believed to be aged almost 
1,000 years. 
PREEXISTING ENMITY 

Main accused Shahidul Islam 
Swadhin had been draining water out 
of Kucakhai Beel, a fresh water source 
near Naogaon. 

After Haripada Das lodged a 
complaint, officers fined him on 
January 8 and seized the engine he 
was using to drain the water for fish.

“I don’t think the waterbody was 
an issue. After I filed the complaint, 
he came to me and the matter was 
settled.

“Swadhin did not attack my 
house, he attacked other houses. It 
was definitely a communal attack,” 
Haripada said.

‘Let’s hope for the best and prepare
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staff officer to Yahya Khan, proposed 
further meetings on several issues. 
In hindsight it can be said that the 
military junta was prolonging the 
discussion only to consume time and 
to provide a cover for the preparation 
of the “military solution”.

Meanwhile, Yahya Khan spent the 
day not at the President’s House but 
in the cantonment instead, where 
formal preparations for a military 
strike against the rebellious province 
were being given its final shape.

Zulfikar Ali Bhutto spent almost 
the whole day in his hotel room 
examining with his party men the 
terms of the broad agreement and 
understanding reached between 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman and President Yahya Khan.
BANGABANDHU MEETS 

WEST WING LEADERS 

Five West Wing leaders representing 
smaller parties met the Awami League 
Chief, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, jointly 
and later called on the President at the 

President’s House. The five leaders are: 
Mian Mumtaz Daultana, President, 
Council Muslim League; Khan Abdul 
Wali Khan, President, NAP; Maulana 
Mufti Mahmood, General Secretary, 
Jamiatul Ulema-e-Pakistan; Maulana 
Siiah Ahmed Noorani and Sardar 
Shaukat Hayat Khan.

After their meeting with 
Bangabandhu, Mian Mumtaz 
Daultana said they did not discuss any 
particular proposal. Asked how long 
the dialogue would continue, Mian 
Saheb said, “We like that everything 
should be over in matter of minutes 
for the betterment of the country.” 

He was hopeful about the talks. 
Interjecting at this stage, Bangabandhu 
said: “Let us hope for the best and 
remain prepared for the worst.”
RESISTANCE DAY OBSERVED

Today was Pakistan’s Republic Day. 
But the situation was totally different 
in East Pakistan. The day was observed 
as Protirodh Dibos (Resistance day). 
The whole city of Dhaka was covered 
with the Bangladesh flag. The Pakistan 
flag could be seen only at two places – 

the President’s House and Martial Law 
Headquarters. Members of Awami 
League’s Shwecchashebok Bahini 
began the day early in the morning, 
singing in chorus the tunes of “Joy 
Bangla”, while hoisting Bangladesh’s 
flag at Bangabandhu’s residence. A 
crowd of Bangalees thronged in front 
of the house to hear orders for the next 
course of action from Bangabandhu 
himself. 

Awami League activists went to 
consular establishments, requesting, 
and sometimes demanding, that 
the Bangladesh flag be flown. The 
Soviets and British had hoisted the 
Bangladesh flag while the Iranian, 
Indonesian and Nepalese had flown 
the Pakistani flag. The Chinese had 
initially hoisted the Pakistani flag 
but had been forced by students to 
replace it with a Bangladesh flag. 
The Americans did not fly either flag. 
[Archer K Blood, The Cruel Birth of 
Bangladesh, UPL, 2006, pp. 192]

Shamsuddoza Sajen is a journalist 
and researcher. He can be contacted at 
sajen1986@gmail.com

Bids opened despite leak
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Acting Chief Engineer of the university 
Munshi Saeed, also a member of the 
committee assigned to open the bids, 
claimed that names of the companies 
leaked before the bids were opened 
but it did not harm the fairness of 
competition.

He told The Daily Star over phone 
that they had received the names of 
the 10 companies a few days ago via 
text messages and those matched with 
the bids opened yesterday.

“The disclosure of names did not 
harm the tender process because the 
bids made was not leaked,” he said 
yesterday.

The IU vice-chancellor Sheikh 
Abdus Salam said they did not get any 
written complaint from any bidders 
and added that they would have 
forwarded the complaint to authorities 
concerned if they had received any.

“The university has no control over 
the e-tender process. It is regulated 
by the Central Procurement Unit 
(CPTU) under the Implementation 
Monitoring and Evaluation Division 
(IMED) of the Ministry of Planning,” 
said Salam.

Munshi, Salam, and Hasan said 
they received the text messages from 
an unknown phone number.

Preferring anonymity, 
representatives of a few bidders told 
The Daily Star that any information 
leaked from EGP was a violation and 
it hampered fairness.

Prior knowledge of participants 
opens the door to exploitation and 
manipulation, they said.

Asked why they had not filed a 
complaint, they said the process was 
complicated and finding evidence 
would be difficult.

The Daily Star tried to connect the 
number from which the messages were 
sent but found it to be switched off.

This paper also tried to contact the 
DG of Central Procurement Technical 
Unit (CPTU) Mohammed Shoheler 
Rahman for his comments last night. 
But he did not respond.

A CPTU official, preferring 
anonymity, told The Daily Star that 
information leaking from the EGP 
was a serious allegation. But at the 
same time disclosure of only names 
could be a coincidence as people in 
this business know each other.

There is little chance of information 
leakage from the EGP which is a 
secured server, the official claimed, 
adding that inputs made to the server 
get encrypted and those get decrypted 
only when the bids are opened.

EU imposes
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“The Burmese security 
forces’ lethal violence 
against peaceful protesters 
must end,” said Andrea 
Gacki, director of the US 
Treasury’s Office of Foreign 
Assets Control. “We 
continue to stand with the 
people of Burma.”

There was no immediate 
response from the junta, 
which has shown no 
sign so far of being 
swayed by international 
condemnation of its 
actions.

At least 250 people have 
been killed so far in the 
crackdown on the protests, 
according to figures from 
the Assistance Association 
for Political Prisoners 
(AAPP) activist group.

Three people were killed 
in Myanmar’s second city, 
Mandalay in renewed 
unrest yesterday, including 
a 15-year-old boy, witnesses 
and news reports said.

EU foreign ministers 
adopted the travel bans 
and asset freezes on the 
individuals at a meeting 
in Brussels. So far, the 
EU has an arms embargo 
on Myanmar and it has 
targeted some senior 
military officials since 
2018.

“We are going to take 
sanctions against 11 
persons involved in the 
coup and the repression 
of the demonstrators,” EU 
foreign policy chief Josep 
Borrell said.

German Foreign 
Minister Heiko Maas 
told reporters before the 
meeting that the crackdown 
“has reached an unbearable 
extent, which is why we 
will not be able to avoid 
imposing sanctions”.

India reports worst day
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India’s total has surpassed 11.65 
million, the highest in the world 
after the United States and Brazil. 
The increase in deaths was the largest 
since early January, and took the total 
to 159,967.

In some parts of India, most people 
still go out without masks and flout 
advice on social distancing, including 
politicians campaigning in four states 
where elections will begin later this 
month.

The health ministry has also 
warned that a huge gathering of 
devotees for a Hindu festival could 
lead to a spike in cases as people 
from all over the country flock to the 
banks of the Ganges river in the holy 
northern town of Haridwar.

Local authorities have said they 
expect 150 million visitors at the 
weeks-long Mahakumbh that began 
this month and peaks in April. The 
festival is held only once every 12 

years, and many Hindus believe 
bathing in the river during this period 
absolves people of sins.

The surge in cases has also 
brought into focus India’s low rate of 
immunisation relative to population, 
despite being the world’s biggest 
maker of vaccines.

India has administered more than 
44 million doses since starting its 
vaccination campaign in mid-January, 
but wants to cover 300 million of its 
1.35 billion people by August.

As vaccine demand rises at home, 
top vaccine manufacturer the Serum 
Institute of India (SII) has delayed 
further shipments of the AstraZeneca 
shot to the United Kingdom, Brazil, 
Saudi Arabia and Morocco.

India has accepted experts’ 
recommendation to widen the interval 
between two doses of the AstraZeneca 
shot - branded as COVISHIELD by 
SII - to 4-8 weeks, from 4-6 weeks 
currently.

City

Govt raises allocation
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Of the additional amount, Tk 1.07 
crore will be allocated to each 
lawmaker under the Money for Work 
programme and Tk 74.36 lakh under 
the TR programme, according to a 
press statement from the ministry.

Each lawmaker of the reserved seats 
for women will be allocated Tk 34.24 
lakh under the Money for Work and 
Tk 25 lakh under the TR programme. 
Each upazila parishad will get an 
additional Tk 52.20 lakh under the 
Money for Work and Tk 29.66 lakh 
under the TR programme.

The government every year takes 
up rural infrastructure development 
schemes meant for creating temporary 
employment for the poor people.

It allocates three to four lakh tonnes 
of rice and wheat against payment of 

the workers under the programmes. 
The government’s failure to replenish 
food reserve and achieve its rice and 
paddy procurement targets during the 
last Boro and current Aman seasons 
prompted it to bring changes to the 
payment method.

The country’s food reserve dwindled 
to 6.47 lakh tonnes last month. In July 
last year, the government had a rice 
stock of 11.88 lakh tonnes.

Welcoming the government’s 
decision on changing the payment 
method, Mustafizur Raman, a 
distinguished fellow of the Centre 
for Policy Dialogue (CPD), earlier 
told The Daily Star that a good sum 
is spent and a significant amount of 
time is wasted on storage and logistics 
for providing foodgrains under these 
programmes.

Student hung
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to jail yesterday.
The police official added that they 

came to know that Osman beat up 
the student by hanging him from 
the ceiling fan with a rope Sunday 
morning for not studying properly.  

Shukur is now fine and at home.


