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Policeman hurt 
in attack during 
half-day hartal in 
Shariatpur
STAR REPORT

A policeman was injured in an attack allegedly by a group 
of Awami League (AL) activists yesterday while the latter 
were observing a half-day hartal, expressing dissatisfaction 
over Sunday’s judgement of a case filed for killing Public 
Prosecutor Habibur Rahman and his brother in Shariatpur 
in 2001.

Injured Bulbul Ahmed, a police constable, took 
treatment at Shariatpur Sadar Hospital.

“Some 25 to 30 protesters waylaid my motorcycle in 
front of Shariatpur Court around 9:30am while I was going 
to the court for official purpose,” Bulbul told The Daily 
Star.

Although he introduced himself as a policeman, the 
protesters beat him up for defying the hartal, he added.

Officer in Charge (OC) of Palong Police Station Aslam 
Uddin said they detained Forhad Hossain Dhali and Sohel 
Rana Joy for their alleged involvement in the attack.

Shariatpur municipality Mayor Parvej Rahman John and 
his followers called a half-day hartal yesterday, said Anal 
Kumar Dey, general secretary of Shariatpur district unit AL.

Meanwhile, John, son of slain Habibur Rahman, during 
a protest rally yesterday claimed that some key accused in 
the case were acquitted from the charges.

On Sunday, Shariatpur Additional District and Sessions 
Judge Mohammad Shawkat Hossain sentence six people to 
death, four others to life term imprisonment and another 
three to two-year imprisonment in the double murder case.

Meanwhile, 39 other accused in the case were acquitted 
from as charges brought against them could not be proved, 
according to the verdict.

On October 5 in 2001, Public Prosecutor (PP) Habibur 
Rahman, also joint general secretary of district unit AL, 
and his brother Monir Hossain were shot to death at their 
residence in Shariatpur Sadar upazila.

The following day, slain Habibur’s wife Jinnat Rahman 
filed a case with Palong Police Station in this connection.

VIRAL PHOTOS, VIDEOS OF ‘DAMAGED’ PAYRA BRIDGE

Project director rules 
out concerns
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Social media over the past few days has 
been abuzz with the speculation that 
quality of construction of the under-
construction bridge, on the Payra river at 
Lebukhali on Patuakhali-Dhaka highway, 
has been below par.

The speculation was fuelled by photos 
and videos of a small ‘damaged’ part of the 
Tk 1,446-crore bridge, taken by passersby, 
which gained traction in Facebook and 
other social media outlets recently. 

The construction work of the bridge has 
been in full swing with a tentative date to 
make it open to public by July this year.

While visiting the southern end of the 
bridge near its second pier around noon 
on March 19, this correspondent spotted a 
small section of concrete surface -- about 2 
feet long and 1.5 feet wide -- that seemed to 
have fallen off. 

Engineer Abdul Halim, project director 
of the bridge’s construction work, said the 
issue was a negligible one.

Extensive pressure might have caused it, 
but those who lack technical knowledge 
have been spreading rumours about it. 
He also urged all not to pay heed to the 
rumours.

Travel between Patuakhali’s Kuakata 
beach and Dhaka via Barisal is expected to 
be smoother once the two remaining ferry 
services -- on the Padma and Payra rivers -- 
on the route are replaced by two brand new 
bridges. The bridge will also create direct 
road connectivity between Payra seaport 
and the rest of the country.

According to the Payra bridge project 
director, although the construction work 
had to be slowed down due to the corona 
situation, 90 percent of the 1.47-kilometre-
long bridge’s infrastructure has been 
completed so far.  

The width of the four-lane bridge is 
19.76 metres and there will be a total of 
seven kilometres of approach road on both 
sides of the bridge. 

As a means to ensure normal flow of 
current and navigability in the river, only 
one pier is built in mid-river and 200-metre-
long spans -- the longest in any bridge in 
the country -- are used in Payra bridge. 
Its height clearance has been set at 18.30 
metres, based on average water level during 
normal times. Moreover, solar energy will 
be used to illuminate the bridge, he also 
said.    

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina laid 
foundation stone of the bridge in 2013.

A small section of concrete surface -- about 2 feet long and 1.5 feet wide -- appears 

to have fallen off near the second pier on the southern end of Payra bridge, currently 

under construction in Patuakhali’s Lebukhali area. PHOTO: SOHRAB HOSSAIN

She paddles rickshaw-van breaking 
free from decade of torture
KONGKON KARMAKER

Like any other women, Saptomi Rani Mungli, 
in her early life, used to dream of having a 
family filled with love and happiness. However, 
her dream was shattered as she had to undergo 
inhuman torture by her in-laws and her 
husband.

She finally parted with the torturous 
relationship eleven years of her tying the knot.

Leaving her husband’s home, she took shelter 
at her emaciated parental home in Joypurhat’s 
Akkelpur upazila. 

But things became more complicated there 
as she did not have any means to feed her 
family members, including her elderly mother. 

She never wanted to be a burden to her 
widowed mother. 

Initially, she started selling betel leaves to 
generate income after returning to her parental 
home. However, the earnings were not enough 
to feed her family. With such low earnings, it 
was not possible to continue the studies of her 
three kids as well.

“I had become so distraught then”, she said. 
She had no savings to start any business in 

the area. Finally, Mungli had decided to grab 
the handle of a rickshaw in 2015 as profession. 
“The earning was relatively low for the first few 
months. Things started improving gradually. 

“Now, I earn around Tk 500 per day”, she 
said. Besides, other rickshaw pullers of the area 
are so helpful to her, said Mungli. 

Mungli, the daughter of Bodha Mali, of 
Bishnupur village under Akkelpur Upazila of 
Joypurhat was born in an ultra-poor family. 
Her parents married her off to Bital Mali, son 
of Kashinath Mali, at Baman village under Kalai 
Upazila in 2002. 

She was just 16 then. 
A bicycle, half tola gold and Tk 20,000 were 

given to Bital as dowry. 
“I was taking time to adjust with everything 

at my new home”, she said adding her in-laws 
and husband did not take time to start inflicting 
inhuman torture on her.

All the family members used to torture her 
almost every, she said while shedding drops of 
tears. 

“They often beat me up with sticks. If I 

protested, they would gag me,” Mungli said.
“My husband even seared my skin with 

burning mosquito coil and cigarette. As the 
torture was unbearable, I would often come 
back to my parental home to get relief. But, they 
[her parents] forcibly sent her back to her in-
law’s house due their chronic poverty.”

“They used to torture me more after my 
return”, said Mungli. 

She bore the traumatic relation for 11 years. 
In the meantime, she also became mother of 

three children. 
Finally, Mungli left her husband forever in 

2013, with her three children, to start a new life. 
“I allowed her to stay here as I could not see 

her distress anymore “, said Shepali Mali, the 
mother of Mungli.

Talking to The Daily Star, Mungli said 

pulling a rickshaw-van is a pretty laborious job. 
Although her body ached much, she never quit.

These days, she is plying a battery-run 
rickshaw, which is a bit comfortable. “I ply it 
from morning to evening every day “, she said 
adding “the money I get plying the rickshaw is 
enough to manage my family.”

All her three children are studying now, she 
said. “It is my only dream to help my children 
grow with proper education,” she said.   

Selim Mahmud, chairman of Tilakpur UP, 
said that Mungli stays at a shabby house with 
her mother and children. 

The UP administration is trying to allocate 
a house for them from the prime minister’s 
special fund. 

“She earns money through honesty that is an 
example to others”, he said.

Saptomi Rani Mungli pulling rickshaw-van on a road in in Joypurhat’s Akkelpur upazila to 

manage food for her only daughter. PHOTO: COLLECTED


