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50YRS OF INDEPENDENCE

Nepal president
arrives today

DirLoOMATIC
CORRESPONDENT

Nepal’s President
Bidya Devi Bhandari
is arriving in Dhaka
today on a two-day
visit to attend the
celebrations of Mujib
Borsho and golden
jubilee of Bangladesh’s independence.

She will be the third of the world
leaders visiting Bangladesh after the
Maldives President Ibrahim Mohamed
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COVID-19 VIRUS IN BANGLADESH

Researchers find 34
unique mutations

ARUN BikasH Dey

Sharp rise in

infection rate

2,172 new cases, 22
deaths in 24 hours

StAFF CORRESPONDENT

SARS COV-2, the virus that causes Covid-19, mutated 4,604 times in
Bangladesh from April to the first week of December last year, and of
the mutations, 34 were unique meaning they do not match any other
mutations found in other parts of the world.

A team of Bangladeshi researchers in collaboration with Monash
University in Malaysia came up with the findings after analysing 371
genome sequences of the virus.

They named the 34 unique mutations of SARS COV-2 as “Bangla
Mutation”.
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The country saw a sharp rise in Covid-19
infection rate yesterday.

The daily rate went up to 10.29 percent
in the 24 hours ending at 8:00am yesterday.

On the previous day, the positivity rate
was 9.39 percent.

After a month-long declining trend
until March 8, the positivity rate started
rising again.
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LTSTE] ANALYSIS [
Why so hush-hush?

MoHAMMAD AL-MAsum MoLLA

World leaders have frequently used the word “war” to describe the fight
against the coronavirus primarily to emphasise how precious every second,
every minute or every strategic decision is in combating the invisible killer.

Even slight delays in making and implementing decisions can jeopardise
the whole effort, as has been seen in the case of numerous countries
around the world in the last 15 months since Covid-19 was first detected
in the Chinese city of Wuhan in December 2019.

Bangladesh is no exception.

The country’s health officials identified a few cases of the UK variant
of Covid-19 back in January, but this information was published only on
March 10. The government also acknowledged the presence of the variant
but has not explained the delay in sharing the information.
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Right Honourable President

Bidya Devi Bhandari

Rt. Hon. President of Nepal

We extend our warm welcome to her excellency on her
arrival in Bangladesh as the nation celebrates the birth
centenary of the father of the nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and Mujib Barsho as well as the 50th year of
its independence. We hope the alliance between the two
countries only strengthens in the coming days and leads to
sustainable prosperity. S ——  E————
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AN ACHIEVEMENT
FOR YOU

A MILESTONE

FOR BANGLADESH

Congratulations on behalf of UCB family and Bangladeshis

across the world for the honor you have earned for digitizing all land
offices, accounting services and activities under- The People’s Republic
of Bangladesh's Ministry of Land.
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