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UN team on
Bashan Char
to inspect
facilities
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ASTRAZENECA JABS

WHO endorses
continuation of
vaccination

Says experts still reviewing safety data

An 18-member UN
delegation reached Bhasan
Char yesterday on a three-
day visit to take a first-hand
view of the housing facility
for 100,000 Rohingyas.
Facilitated by the

AFP, Geneva

The World Health Organization said
yesterday its experts were still reviewing
safety data on the AstraZeneca Covid-19
vaccine following concerns around blood
clots but recommended that injection
programmes continue.

While millions of doses of the vaccine
have been administered, small numbers
of people have developed blood dlots,
prompting countries including the EU's
three largest nations -- Germany, France
and Italy -- to suspend injections.

“The WHO Global Advisory Committee
on Vaccine Safety is carefully assessing the
latest available safety data,” the UN health
agency said in a statement.

“At this time, WHO considers that
the benefits of the AstraZeneca vaccine
outweigh its risks and recommends that
vaccinations continue.”

It said that once the committee had
completed its review, the WHO would
immediately communicate its findings.

The FEuropean Union’s medicines
regulator on Tuesday insisted there was
no evidence linking the jab to blood clots
-- termed thromboembolic events -- after
several nations suspended the shot over
health fears.

The WHO said that in mass vaccination
campaigns, it was routine for countries to
flag up potential adverse events after people
have been immunised.
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina places a floral wreath before the portrait
of Bangabandhu at the Bangabandhu museum on Dhanmondi Road-32 PID
yesterday on the occasion of the Father of the Nation’s birthday.
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Government of Bangladesh,
the United Nations’ visit
to Bhasan Char is taking
place from March 17 to 20,
said Mostafa Mohammad
Sazzad Hossain, assistant
communications officer at
UNHCR Bangladesh.

The three-day visit
would bring together
experts from UN agencies
engaged in the Rohingya
refugee response in
Bangladesh, he told The
Daily Star.

“The visit will look at
the current situation and
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Bangladesh, the

Maldives to sign
4 deals today

PorimoL PALMA

The Bangladesh-Maldives bilateral
relationship is set to see a boost as the
two South Asian countries are going to
sign at least four MoUs on trade, tourism,
fisheries, and health today.

ROAD TO FREEDOM
THIS DAY IN BANGLADESH LIBERATION WAR HISTORY

Operation searchlight inked

MARCH 18, 1971

SHAMSUDDOZA SAJEN

PREPARING ‘MILITARY
SOLUTION’

On the morning of March, 18,
1971, Major General Khadim
Hussain Raja, then general

Man stabbed
to death
during clash

StArF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

A man was stabbed to
death during a clash
between two groups of
locals in the port city’s
Agrabad area yesterday.
The dead was identified
as Md Hashem Khan, 35,

First baby born with
Covid antibodies

Highest new
Covid cases
in 3 months

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The health directorate
reported 1,865 fresh cases
of novel coronavirus
infection in 24 hours
ending at 8:00am yesterday,
the highest in last three
months.

The MoUs are likely to be signed in a
meeting between Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and Maldives President Ibrahim
Mohamed Solih at the Prime Minister’s
Office.

Maldives President Ibrahim Mohamed
Solih arrived in Dhaka yesterday morning
to attend the celebrations of Mujib Borsho
and the golden jubilee of independence.

His wife, First Lady Madam Fazna
Ahmed, is accompanying him.

Besides, a delegation of 27, including
Maldives Foreign Minister Abdullah
Shahid and Economic Development

a resident of Agrabad’s
Rangipara area. Police
arrested the murder suspect,
Md Sohag, and 24 others.
The incident happened
around 11:30am when
a group of youths was
holding a programme in
front of the Roads and
Highways Department'’s
office near Jamburi Park
in Agrabad area, marking
the birth anniversary of
the Father of the Nation

officer commanding of 14
Division in East Pakistan, and
Major General Rao Farman

Alj, then military adviser to

the governor of East Pakistan,
assembled at the former’s office
to work on the plan for military
action, the infamous Operation
Searchlight. Khadim asked

his wife to keep his Bengali
ADC busy and away from his
office. “I did not want to arouse
his suspicions about Farman
working with me in my office

On December 15, at
least 18,77 cases were
reported in the country.

Experts assumed
that the recent spike in
transmission was likely
linked to the spread of
new strains of novel
coronavirus and people not
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province. They met again at the
Command House on the same
evening. The plan was presented
before the top generals and

it was passed without any
discussion except the deception
involving the president. The
deception plan was overruled

as President Yahya had his own
plan — to flee from Dhaka prior
to the military action. [Khadim
Hussain Raja, A Stranger in My
Own Country: East Pakistan

INDEPENDENT.CO.UK

A healthcare worker in Florida has given birth to a
baby with Covid antibodies - the first known case
of this happening after a person was vaccinated.
In a case that experts say could have significant
implications for efforts to fight the pandemic,
it was reported that the woman, had been
vaccinated with the Moderna vaccine when she
was 36 weeks pregnant.

Minister Fayyaz Ismail, has also joined the whole morning as it was a (LoEEElE L, UL ATIZ, 71 Bangabandhu Sheikh She gave birth three weeks, in January, a blood
him. very unusual get-together in that WAL LS TECITS HOIME HOIDYY Mujibur Rahman, said sample was taken from the baby girl, and a DNA
According to the foreign ministry, environment,” writes Khadim Bangabandhu today rejected police. test was performed.
i 1 th ission of enquiry set “We tested the baby’s cord if th
Bangladesh and Maldives have in his memoir. The two generals € commission of enquiry se “A group of youths e tested the baby's cord to see if the

up by the martial law authority
“to go into the circumstances
which led to the calling of the
army in aid of civil power in
various parts of East Pakistan
SEE PAGE 10 COL 1

antibodies in the mother passed to the baby which
is something, we see happen with other vaccines
given during pregnancy,” Palm Beach pediatrician
Dr Paul Gilbert told told Florida’s WPBE
“To our knowledge, this was the first in the
SEE PAGE 10 COL 5

under the banner of
Eastern Boys Club from
Rangipara area organised a
bike and motorbike stunt
show, blocking the main
road. Rickshaw-puller
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been working closely on bilateral
and international issues since the
establishment of the diplomatic
relationship in 1978.

The Maldives, an island country and
a major tourist destination of the world,

SEE PAGE 10 COL 5

agreed on broad details and
decided to write their respective
pieces: Farman was to supervise
the operations of the Dhaka
garrison while Khadim was
responsible for the rest of the
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