
NEWS10 DHAKA TUESDAY MARCH 16, 2021, CHAITRA 2, 1427 BS

‘Lava egg’ planet
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co-author Raissa Estrela of Nasa’s 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) in 
Pasadena, California.

“We first thought that these highly 
irradiated planets could be pretty 
boring because we believed that they 
lost their atmospheres. But we looked 
at existing observations of this planet 
with Hubble and said, ‘Oh no, there is 
an atmosphere there.’”

Planet GJ 1132 b has some significant 
parallels to Earth - both have similar 
sizes and are approximately 4.5 billion 
years old, have a hydrogen dominated 
atmosphere, and could even have close 
atmospheric pressures at the surface.

However, the closeness of GJ 1132 
b’s orbit means that its red dwarf sun 
roasted it, exacerbated by gravitational 
forces including tidal heating. This is 
when energy from a planet’s orbit and 
rotation is dispersed as heat inside the 
planet.

Why ex-BB
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To sustain the country’s development, 
every house has to be turned into a fort 
to fight corruption, it mentioned.  

PK Halder, former managing director 
of NRB Global Bank, allegedly siphoned 
around Tk 10,200 crore from the four 
NBFIs -- People’s Leasing and Financial 
Services Ltd (PLFSL), International 
Leasing and Financial Services Limited 
(ILFSL), FAS Finance and Investment, 
and Bangladesh Industrial Finance 
Company. 

According to reports, he fled the 
country through Jashore’s Benapole 
land port on October 23, 2019.

Yesterday, Khurshid told the HC that 
Bangladesh Financial Intelligence Unit 
(BFIU) has been scrutinising the bank 
statements of SK Sur and Shah Alam.

The commission will take necessary 
steps against them after receiving BFIU 
reports, he said.

The lawyer claimed that there has 
been no negligence on the part of the 
ACC in taking steps against PK Halder.

The commission sent a notice to the 
immigration department by post about 
the travel ban on PK Halder on October 
22, 2019. The immigration officials got 
it around 10:30am the following day.

The ACC also sent a copy of the notice 
through WhatsApp at 2:43pm and the 
immigration officials acknowledged 
receipt of the notice at 4:30pm on 
October 23, 2019, but PK Halder had 
left the country at 3:38pm that day, he 
added.

Justice Nazrul asked the ACC lawyer 
what actions have been taken against 
the persons whose names came up 
in the confessional statements by the 
accused in the money laundering case 
filed against PK Halder and others.

Khurshid said some of the accused 
were arrested and the rest are on the run.

He further said it was the ACC that 
discovered through enquiry PK Halder’s 
involvement in corruption. The 
commission did not detain him earlier 
as there was no complaint against him. 

“He was not in the limelight at that 
time,” the lawyer said.

The HC bench ordered the ACC to 
submit a report by April 6, explaining 
what actions have been taken against 
SK Sur, Alam and others in connection 
with the money laundering case.

Deputy Attorney General AKM Amin 
Uddin Manik told the HC bench that 
the immigration officials at Benapole 
got the notice at 5:47pm on October 
23, 2019. But PK Halder left the country 
through the port at 3:38pm that day, 
two hours and nineminutesbefore the 
officials received the notice.

The ACC could have verbally 
informed the immigration officials 
before sending the notice as the matter 
was of public importance, said the DAG. 

As per the HC bench’s earlier order, 
he submitted to it a report on behalf 
of the inspector general of police with 
details of 59 immigration officials 
who were on duty at the land port on 
October 23, 2019. 

Meanwhile, the BB submitted to the 
HC bench a list of 354 officials, who 
were in charge of overseeing financial 
institutions and money laundering 
issues from 2008 to 2020.

Lawyers Tanjib Ul Alam and Khan 
Mohammad Shamim Aziz, who 
appeared for the BB, sought time 
from the HC to enquire about those 
responsible for the bankruptcy of some 
financial institutions in the country. The 
court gave the BB seven weeks to submit 
the report.

The HC bench on November 19 last 
year issued the suo motu rule, asking 
the authorities to show causes why their 
inaction and failure to bring back and 
arrest PK Halder should not be declared 
illegal.
TRAVEL BAN ON 122 DEFAULTERS 
Another HC bench has ordered the 
police to prevent 122 borrowers, who 
defaulted on loans from the PLFSL, 
from leaving the country as they did not 
appear before the court in line with its 
January 21 directive.

The law enforcement agencies have 
been directed to remain alert and 
vigilant so that the borrowers cannot 
leave the country until further order.

Earlier, the HC bench had issued 
summonses on 286 loan defaulters. 
Of them, 164 appeared before it on 
February 23, 25 and March 9 this year 
while the remaining 

122 borrowers did not.
In the full text of the order, the HC 

bench of Justice Muhammad Khurshid 
Alam Sarkar asked the law enforcers to 
provide all necessary assistance to the 
liquidator of PLFSL in getting details 
about the borrowers. 

The bench had passed the order on 
March 9 while hearing a petition filed 
by the BB in 2019 seeking permission to 
liquidate the PLFSL.     

The liquidation process began after 
the PLFSL board informed the BB in 
April 2019 about its inability to pay 
back its depositors’ money despite 
maturity of the deposits.

11 more protesters killed
FROM PAGE 12

turmoil gripping its Southeast Asian 
neighbour, where many people see 
Beijing as supportive of the coup.

China’s Global Times newspaper 
said 32 Chinese-invested factories were 
“vandalised in vicious attacks” that 
caused damage worth $37 million and 
injuries to two Chinese employees, 
while its embassy urged Myanmar’s 
generals to stop the violence.

“We wish that Myanmar’s 
authorities can take further relevant 
and effective measures to guarantee 
the security of the lives and assets of 

Chinese companies and personnel,” 
foreign ministry spokesman Zhao 
Lijian said in Beijing.

Japan, which has long competed 
for influence in Myanmar with China, 
said it was monitoring the situation 
and considering how to respond in 
terms of economic cooperation.

The worst of Sunday’s bloodshed 
took place in the Yangon suburb of 
Hlaingthaya, where security forces 
killed at least 37 protesters after the 
factory attacks, said a local doctor, 
who declined to be identified.

At least 16 people were killed in 

other places, rights group Assistance 
Association for Political Prisoners 
(AAPP) said, as well as one policeman.

The deaths bring the toll from the 
protests to about 140, based on a tally 
by the AAPP and the latest reports.

A junta spokesman did not answer 
calls requesting comment.

In an apparent bid to suppress 
news of the turmoil, telecoms service 
providers were ordered to block all 
mobile data nationwide, two sources 
with knowledge of the matter said. 
Telecom Telenor said in a statement 
“mobile internet was unavailable”.

Dhaka dialogue begins
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be made by the same order by which 
the president revoked martial law. This 
argument was to feature prominently 
in the ensuing negotiations, shares 
Kamal Hossain. [Kamal Hossain, 
Bangladesh: Quest for Freedom and 
Justice, UPL, 2013, pp 91-92]
INDIA BANS FLIGHTS

The New York Times reported today 
that India banned flights of military 
aircraft belonging to any nation over 
Indian territory to East Pakistan. Pilots 
of civilian planes of other nations 
flying from West Pakistan to East 
Pakistan was told to make a “technical 
stop” in India, apparently to insure 
against transport of arms and military 

forces.
It may be mentioned here that 

earlier India had barred flights of 
Pakistani military and civil planes 
following the hijacking and blowing 
up of an Indian airliner last month 
by Kashmiri insurgents at Lahore. 
Bangabandhu termed the incident 
of hijacking as “a conspiracy by the 
Pakistan government to postpone the 
transfer of power” while Bhutto hailed 
the allegedly “Pakistani” hijackers as 
“national heroes”. [GW Choudhury, 
The Last Days of United Pakistan, 
UPL, 2011, pg. 162] 
Shamsuddoza Sajen is a journalist 
and researcher. He can be contacted at 
sajen1986@gmail.com

Badal sued in another case
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accused in the case.
Among the other accused is Emdad 

Hossain Raju, brother of auto-rickshaw 
driver Alauddin, 22, who died during 
another clash between the two AL 
factions in Basurhat on March 9.

Yesterday, the judge of Noakhali 
Cognisance Court-2 directed the 
Police Bureau of Investigation (PBI) 
to investigate the case and submit a 
report to it.

The court, however, did not set any 
time frame for submitting the report, 
said plaintiff’s lawyer Sankar Chandra 
Bhowmik.

According to the case statement, 
Badal and his supporters unleashed 
terror and vandalised the union AL 
office in Companiganj’s Chaprashirhat 
Bazar area on February 19 to establish 
supremacy.

At least 50 people were injured 
in the clash. Among them, nine, 
including journalist Borhan Uddin 
Muzakkir, 30, were hit by bullets.

The following day, Muzakkir died of 
his wounds at Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital. He was a correspondent of 
local news portal Barta Bazar.

With yesterday’s lawsuit, a total of 
five cases have so far been filed over 
the February 19 clash.

Police have so far arrested 40 

people in connection with four cases.
ANOTHER CASE AGAINST QUADER 

MIRZA

Meanwhile, another Noakhali court 
yesterday referred the case filed against 
Mayor Quader Mirza over assaulting 
valiant freedom fighter Khizir Hayat 
Khan to Speedy Trial Tribunal.

Khizir’s wife Arjuman Parveen 
Runu filed the case with Noakhali 
Cognisance Court-4 around noon 
accusing 97 named and some 60 
unnamed people.

Quader Mirza was named the 
prime accused in the case. The other 
accused include his son Mirza Masrur 
Quader and younger brother Shahdat 
Hossain, said plaintiff’s lawyer 
Harunur Rashid Hawlader.

After holding hearing, the judge 
asked the plaintiff to take the case to 
the Speedy Trial Tribunal.

“We are preparing to move the case 
to the Speedy Trial Tribunal tomorrow 
[today],” said Harunur.

On March 8, Quader Mirza and his 
supporters allegedly attacked Khizir, 
also the president of Companiganj 
upazila AL, and assaulted him inside 
the upazila AL office in Basurhat’s 
Rupali Chhattar area.

Denying the allegation, the mayor, 
however, said he tried to protect Khizir 
when some people attacked him.  

No evidence of causalities
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and blood clotting, after several 
countries suspended its use.

Andrew Pollard said there was “very 
reassuring evidence that there is no 
increase in a blood clot phenomenon 
here in the UK, where most of the 
doses in Europe been given so far”.

“It’s absolutely critical that we don’t 
have a problem of not vaccinating 
people and have the balance of a huge 
risk, a known risk of Covid, against 
what appears so far from the data 
that we’ve got from the regulators -- 
no signal of a problem,” he told BBC 
radio.

France, Germany, Italy yesterday 
became the latest countries to suspend 
their use of the Oxford/AstraZeneca 
vaccine out of precaution.

Ireland and the Netherlands 
on Sunday suspended the use of 
the Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine. 
Indonesia, Denmark,  Norway and 
Iceland have also paused their rollout 
of the jab.

Thailand will start using the 
AstraZeneca vaccine today after a brief 
delay over safety concerns, officials said 
yesterday, with Prime Minister Prayuth 

Chan-ocha and cabinet members due 
to be first in line to get shots.

Thailand was on Friday the first 
country outside of Europe to suspend 
use of the AstraZeneca shot, on which 
its mass vaccination campaign is 
heavily reliant.

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
said yesterday that AstraZeneca’s 
vaccine was safe and that the 
government was very confident about 
using it in its vaccination push.

Asked if he could reassure people 
that the shot was safe, Johnson said: 
“Yes I can.”

AstraZeneca Plc said on Sunday 
a review of safety data of people 
vaccinated with its Covid-19 vaccine 
has shown no evidence of an increased 
risk of blood clots.

“A careful review of all available 
safety data of more than 17 million 
people vaccinated in the European 
Union and UK with Covid-19 Vaccine 
AstraZeneca has shown no evidence 
of an increased risk of pulmonary 
embolism, deep vein thrombosis or 
thrombocytopenia, in any defined 
age group, gender, batch or in any 
particular country,” the company said.

Edible oil prices hiked again
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regarding the price hike.
“I don’t know about the latest 

prices of edible oil,” he told The Daily 
Star by phone.

The millers have already been 
selling the edible oil at higher rates 
compared to the government fixed 
rates of last month.

The latest prices by the national 
committee is just endorsing the 
already hiked prices of edible oil in 
the local market, he said.

Hashem added that not-packed 
soybean oil was sold for Tk 4,700-Tk 
4,730 per maund yesterday, while the 
price was between Tk 4,300 and Tk 
4,400 a month ago.

Not-packed palm oil was sold 
between Tk 4,000 and Tk 4,050 per 
maund yesterday and the price was Tk 
3,600-Tk 3,700 a month ago, he said.

The edible oil price in the local 
market would have come down 
significantly, had the government 
owned Trading Corporation of 
Bangladesh (TCB) come up with 
adequate supply of the item at an 
affordable price, he said.

He fears that many millers might 
not supply the wholesalers timely at 
the previously fixed prices.

Mosharraf Hossain, a retailer at 
Mohammadpur Town Hall market, 
said not-packed palm oil was available 
for Tk 118-Tk 119 per kg yesterday as 
the prices of the item also rose in the 

wholesale level.
One-litre canned soybean oil 

was sold between Tk 135 and Tk 
140 yesterday and five-litre canned 
soybean oil Tk 630-Tk 655, he said.

Bishwajit Saha, general manager 
(marketing) of City Group, a local 
business conglomerate, said the 
proposal from the refiners was even 
higher rates than the government 
fixed as the prices of crude palm 
and soybean oil went up in the 
international market. 

“However, we have to follow the 
government decision,” he told this 
paper by phone.

“We will sit again after 15 days to 
review the prices. If the prices fall in 
the international market, we will also 
reduce the prices in the domestic 
market,” Bishwajit said.

Md Jafar Uddin, secretary of the 
commerce ministry, said oil prices 
are reviewed and fixed on the basis 
of average prices of previous month 
under a rule that was established in 
2011 by the ministry.

Since the prices went up in the 
international market significantly, 
prices of the item have been reviewed 
and re-fixed so that importers do not 
feel discouraged, he said.

He added that if the National Board 
of Revenue reduces the import tariffs, 
the edible oil price might come down 
a bit in the local market, Jafar added.

City

Vaccine can be taken
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General of Health Services (DGHS) in 
a statement yesterday said there was 
no risk of testing Covid-19 positive as 
a result of taking the vaccine.

While some vaccines stop people 
from getting infected, others are aimed 
at preventing symptomatic disease -- one 
may still get infected, but the immune 
response triggered by the vaccine will 
fight off severe disease. The Covid-19 

vaccines fall in the latter category. 
“One has to wait a minimum of 

two weeks after taking the second shot 
to get the maximum immunity from 
the Covishield vaccine used in the 
Covid-19 vaccination drive,” it said.

“The risk of being infected with 
Covid-19 stays the same if the 
health guidelines are not maintained 
properly during this waiting period 
[between the first and second doses].”


