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Woman forced out of 
home for bringing a 
baby girl to the world
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bogura

A 23-year-old woman has been forced to 
leave her husband’s house for giving birth 
to a baby girl in Gaibandha’s Sadullapur 
upazila.

The incident took place at Ghoramara 
village on Thursday. The woman gave birth 
to the baby at a clinic in Rangpur on March 
8. Earlier, she along with her relative went 
to the clinic.

The woman said she became pregnant 
two months after she married Raja Mia, 
32, manager of a restaurant in Dhaka on 
June 10 last year. About four months later, 
when her husband came to know through 
a medical test that she was expecting a baby 
girl, her relation with Raja worsened.   

She added that “On Thursday noon, 
when I came to my husband’s house in the 
village with the newborn from the clinic, 
the house was found locked from inside. At 
that time, my father-in-law Md Mohobbor 
Ali told me that as Raja divorced me, he 
can’t give me shelter in this house.”

Informed by her, police rushed to the 
spot and did not find any family members 
of her in-laws in the house, she said, adding 
that she later went back to her father’s 
house in Sundarganj upazila following 
suggestion of the law enforcers. 

Her maternal uncle then went to 
Sadullapur Police Station to file a complaint 

against Raja but police did not accept the 
complaint, said the woman.

Masud Rana, officer-in-charge of the 
police station, said no one came from the 
woman’s family to the police station to file 
a complaint in this regard.

Contacted, the woman’s mother-in-law 
Asma Begum told this reporter over phone 
that to look after her ailing daughter, she has 
been staying in Dhaka since February 21. 
Her husband was not in their village home 
on Thursday. He left home for collecting 

money for her daughter’s treatment.  
Raja Mia also told the reporter over 

phone that he divorced his wife through 
court process in July 2020 as she is a 
woman of bad character. He sent a divorce 
letter to her on March 8 this year.

“If the DNA test proves that I’m the 
biological father of the baby girl, I will 
accept her but not the woman,” said Raja.  

The woman said she is yet to get any 
divorce letter.

If someone divorces his wife during 
pregnancy that will not be effective, 
said Noresh Mukharjee, a special public 
prosecutor of Bogura court.

The woman said she became 

pregnant two months after 

she got married. Later, when 

her husband came to know 

through a medical test that 

she was expecting a baby girl, 

her relation with her husband 

worsened. 

Stolen baby 
rescued
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Police on Sunday rescued 
a stolen baby and arrested 
four people in connection 
with the incident in 
Sirajganj Sadar upazila.

This is the four 
consecutive such incident 
occurred in the district 
within a month.

Police said 23-day-old 
Soamoni, son of Sultan 
Sheikh of Kodompal 
village, was stolen from his 
residence early Sunday. 

Later, acting on a tip-off, 
police raided Vodroghat 
area the same noon and 
rescued the baby boy 
while he was about to 
shift in another place on a 
motorbike. 

They also arrested four 
people for their alleged 
involvement in the incident.

UNO foils attempt to build 
illegal brick kiln
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pirojpur

Indurkani upazila administration recently 
halted the construction of an illegal brick kiln 
on 30 bighas of agricultural land in Kalaran 
village.

The move came on February 25, about a 
week after one Kabir Hossain, from Morrelganj 
upazila of Bagerhat, started to build the kiln 
on agricultural land that he had leased from a 
landowner named Shamim Howlader.

Upazila Nirbahi Officer Hossain Mohammad 
Al-Muzahid said no brick kiln would be 
allowed in the area without necessary licence 
from appropriate authorities.  

“I ordered the farmland to be reinstated to its 
previous state within one month.” Otherwise, 
legal steps will be taken against the offenders, 
he also said. 

The owner of the brick kiln violated several 
provisions of the ‘Brick Making and Kiln 

Establishment (Control) Act 2013’, as he started 
constructing the establishment on agricultural 
land and did not obtain the mandatory licence 
from the deputy commissioner of Pirojpur.       

Residents of Kalaran village said agriculture 
is the mainstay of livelihood in the village 
where they harvest rice three times a year and 
grow varieties of other crops in between the 
harvests. 

Fearing that a larger area around the kiln 
would be encroached on once the owner 
succeeded in setting up the kiln, the villagers 
said Shamim Howlader of the village leased out 
his land to the brick kiln owner for an annual 
payment of Tk 20,000 for each bigha. 

Farmer Abdul Jalil Jomadder said if the brick 
kiln is built in the village, they would count 
huge losses, as smoke from the brick kiln would 
damage crops on surrounding croplands.

While visiting the site, in the middle of fields 
full of different crops, a good amount of crops 

were found damaged due to excavation of earth 
for the construction of the kiln.

Ahadul Islam Shimul, a local and a journalist 
by profession, said the villagers have been 
opposing the brick kiln because “if it’s built 
here, it will not only affect the agriculture, but 
will also destroy the local ecology.” 

However, endorsing the construction, 
Shahjahan Howlader, a member of the local 
union parishad, said bricks are needed for 
infrastructural development and a brick kiln is 
needed for that reason in his ward.  

Contacted, Shamim Howlader, the 
landowner, claimed that the land hardly 
produced any crop. Besides, job opportunity 
for locals would be created if the kiln was 
allowed there.  

Brick kiln owner Kabir Hossain could not be 
reached for his comments despite repeated calls 
made on his cell phone by this correspondent. 

The agricultural land, in Kalaran village of Pirojpur’s Indurkani upazila, which was excavated for building a brick kiln. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN
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AL nominee had close link
FROM PAGE 12

arguments.
Earlier at a meeting on Saturday, the 

board gave the party ticket to Nayan. The 
meeting was then adjourned for a day. 

As the meeting resumed yesterday, one 
of the board members said Nayan was an 
associate of Papul and the Anti-Corruption 
Commission summoned him. 

In June last year, the ACC summoned 
Nayan for quizzing him in connection 
with the allegations of money laundering 
against Papul, who was an independent 
lawmaker. It also issued notices to several 
banks, asking them to provide it with 
information on Nayan’s bank accounts.

At yesterday’s meeting, several board 
members also talked about two other 
nomination seekers -- Ehsanul Kabir, 
health affairs secretary of Laxmipur 
district AL, and Harunur Rashid, youth 
and sports secretary of the party’s central 
executive committee. Rashid is also former 
lawmaker of Laxmipur-2.

The board, however, finally stuck to its 
previous decision giving the party ticket to 
Nayan.

Laxmipur-2 seat was declared vacant by 
the parliament secretariat after a Kuwaiti 
court sentenced Papul to four years in 
prison in a bribery case. 

According to the gazette notification 
issued by the secretariat on February 22, 
the seat fell vacant on January 28, the day 
the Kuwaiti court convicted Papul. 

It also said the by-polls would be held 
on April 11.

Papul, now behind bars in Kuwait, was 
arrested in the Gulf country in June last year 
on charges of human trafficking, residency 
visa trade and money laundering.

At the board meeting, the PM expressed 
concern over the sudden surge in Covid-19 
cases in the country and urged all to follow 
the health guidelines.

She also asked her party leaders to 
be cautious while taking part in the 
celebrations on March 17 on the occasion 
of the birth centenary of the Father of the 
Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman, said sources.

Hasina also advised them to curtail 
programmes as part of safety measures, 
they added.


